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T ROUGH the OD 1 Providence 4 in- 
1 truſted with more time from ſecular affairs than 
| ſome years paſt, I pondered with myſelf (after earneſt 
prayer to God) how I. ſhould beſt employ it to his glory ; 
after wailing ſeveral months for divine direction, the 
Jubjet of the following pages occurred to my mind with 
peculiar Pleſure and fats on; whence I was prompt- 
ed to take my pen in hand in ; fearch of its importance and 
ſweetneſs : no fubject (all will allow) can be more intereſ- 


ting than the glorious means of everlaſting ſalvation, nei- 


_ ther fhould any be treated with more caution, and under 
a Age, en 97 all kuman infuſkcienty unaſſiſted from 


queſted frfi to confiler "the eternity and immutability g 
Jehovah, and to fee to it he be well aſſured, that his 
thoughts of t God correſpond with what he hath revealed, 
touching his own nature and exiſtence, ere he condemn 
what is therein contained. The candid reader is hereby 
| defired not 10 cenſure 100 haftity, if the manner thereof 
appear novel; neither io conclude, that what is therein 
advanced is fet forth without human precedent. The 
entire inſufficiency of the law to ſanctiſy the heart of fal. 
len man in the leaſt degree, hath been maintained by 
&s am 


peruſe the enſuiig inquiry is Te 


| that great reformer of Europe from 


Many both eminently great and cook; as Martin Luther, 5 
Cameron, who was at the head of the Reformation in 
France, whoſe. aferuons on this matter are . og in 


the enflling work ; as alſo SH 7 Zanchy.” "4, cap. 
5. Dr. Owen in his Treatiſe of Fuſtification, chap. 18, 
and many others. Thus being prem 1ſed. and acknowlegged, 
the candid muſt allow the call of 1 the goſpel to be univerſal | 
and indefinite (a point not 790% 10 be condemned, and 
«which is principally regarded in the following attempt) 
conſequently to be free from all conditions and pre: requi- 
fites : that many divines of unbleniſhed. character have 
aſſerted as much, need not be proved > ig have a 1 
declared that even repentance is no condition to embrace 
this call, but rather repentance unto life of 2 which, the 
feripture Jpeaketh i is the fruit of the goſpel embraced, — 
The reader it is hoped will not ſuppoſe that the following 
obſervations are calculated to diſco untenance the uſe of 
the moral law in order to converfion : : af. this, had been 


the caſe, for much had not been aid on that To A but ra- 


ther to manifeſt it to be exceeding uſe eful i in ſhewing man- 
lind as in a glaſs their guilt and miſery, not. 40 qual, ify 
and make them meet for the goſpel, but to prompt. them 
to embrace it through a conſciouſneſs of their neceſſity « and 
danger. 1 may be aſked 1 if theſe things have been hand- 
led by ſo mary, what need of publiſhing more ? To the 


| perſon fo queſtioning let it be replied, that though the 


things maintained in the enſuing treatiſe have been of- 


firmed repeatedly by authors Y no ſmall credit, yet have 
they 


4 eee treated but by few. Ris fv 5 
the od call or warvant in@ true light, but 7 7 | 
tis T r0u(1/e thereon can at preſent be ſearcely frocured; 
having myſelf If endeauored to oblain a fight thereof, but to 
no purpoſe. Wherefore as the particulars following, 
though allowed. and intulcated, have been; for the mot 
part rather . hinted at than. explained and proved, I 
thought the following performance . (mean and indifferent 
as it is) might be of ſome uſe, conſidering what proneneſs 
is in every man when awakened, to ſeck for ſome qualifi- 
cation, whereby he may be entitled to embrace Chriſt and 
his ſalvation ; and what aptitude there is in the hearts of 
the Lord's people to ſtand at a. diſtance from the Savior, 
until they can ind fome encouragement ,within! them, to 
draw near. To conclude. . If thou, whoever thou, art, 
tal v the ſucceeding lines be but truly concerned o 
low thyſelf, ſolicitous to be acquainted will tie Frince 97 
ie and glory, end to inte hin in an eſpecial ond ſaving 
manner, thou then will be engaged in fincere. and hearly 
prayer lo lie Lord, that:thou. mayeſt be guided into all 
eruth, preſerved from every error,” and wilk not, con- 
demn.what they readeft, unleſs thou canſt warranlably df. 
prove it: but on the contrary if thou ſhowldſt be one: who 
art well acquainted with .thyſel if and the, Lord, 1 truſt. 
| thou wilt, be led to confeſs, that, what is therein contained 
: is agreeable. to the ſacred oracles ; and be fill defirous lo 
- grow dailyin an experimental knowledge of the truth as it 
ain eus. That: this mul be thy happy caſe i is the fincere 
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Rom. 15 95 * By wh „ we 8 and 
azpoſtſiih, for obedience to the faith among all 
nations for his name. Among 3 the 


e n eee 


*. 


F we are -ibiduced' to make an dibetvions en- 
quiry into the nature of the means conducive 

to any particular, valuable, and important end, 
it muſt be neceſſarily concluded that perſons ſq 
inclined have at leaſt fome apprehenſions of that - 


| end: and though it may not amount to a perſpi· 


cuous | perception of the nature and. Excellence 
thereof,” yet at leaſt to a ſtriking apprehenſion 
that it is both intereſting and important. As the 
ſubje& of the enſuing enquiry is not ſo much the 
calling treated of'in the above quoted paſſage out 
of Paul's Epiftle to the Romans, as of the means 
leading thereto; yet it will be neceffary to ob- 


lerve, that the calling he therein treats of is not 2 


calling to any particular office either in church or 
ſtate, as expreſſed in the 1 Cor. vii. 20, be ket 
every man abide in the ſame calling, &c.“ nei- 


ther is it the Seipel or miniſterial call only, for , 
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 reſpefting perſons ſo-called, it ib ſaid, - Matt. xx. 
15, Many ee. mme but it is rather 


inn 


& A. faving apprehenſion of Chritt he faith, 


through * ee e, ol the divine . 
And 


3 0 


II. The Wang of the fame Helios agent, 
abrthing and erucifying the old man with his 
deeds; and faifing the foul to a ſpiritual and hea - 
venly life, which is begun through the ſaving ap- 

prehenſion of Chriſt (as before rer n | 
r laſt be perfected in glory. Sa 

This end being ſo glorious, and replete” with | 
excellence, before we enter upon our inquiry, 
let us conſider hat is man 's ſlate, as he is now in- 
ttoduced upon the preſent” ſtage of exiſtente.— 
What his inclination, aims, and deſires; and 
whether he be naturally inclined to ſuch aſpira- 
rations as are demonſtrative of this calling p Me- 
thinks I may ſafely ſay, f not fo ; but rather very 
kbar from it. : 4 Far, 


For man as he'i is born into the 3 is ances 
| condemontin even of him who is his creator, 
maintainer, and preſerver ; ; and conſequently be- 
fore one aQtual ſin is committed, may be righte- 
ouſly conſigned over to eternal death: that this 
is not a raſh. aſſertion may be proved from what 
che great apoſtle of the Gentiles affirms, not only 
of the believing Epheſians, but of himſelf and his 
brethren 


N , , a 83 


viii J 


rethean the apoſtles, declaring they were all hy 


nature the children of Wrath, (that is) 48 they : 


came into the world (according to the a point- 
ment of God) by natural generation; the cuuſe 
of which awful ſtate the ſame apoſtle ſhews i Rom. 
v. 12. Wherefore as by one man fin entered 
into the world, and death by ſin, and ſo death 
paſſed upon all men, for, that all have finned, 

(or as in the margin of the Bible) in whom all haye 
ſinned: evidently. eſtabliſhing this grand point 
of dofrine, that every ſon and daughter of Adam 
is conſidered by the eternal Jehovah, as much 


_ guilty of this firſt tranſgreſſion, as. if each indivi- 


dual had really then exiſted, ſtood in covenant 


with God for himſelf only, and tranſgreſſed as 


Adam did. This the human heart is very diſin- 
clinable to believe, and militates much againſt ; 
yet certainly i it is both. the privilege and duty of 

every regenerated ſon and daughter of Adam 

firmly to credit and maintain, as the whole doc- | 
trine of redemption depends thereon ; and to be 
aſſured thereof, becauſe the lip. of truth hath re- 
vealed it ; _ conſidering it not as a matter of expe- 
rience, but of faith. Surely to be condemned 
by God as ſoon as we exiſt, to be then expoſed to 
the curſe of his law, and liable continually through 
our whole life to the everlaſting diſpleaſure of 
him, who created, and who alone maintains and 
ves" us, bs an alarming confideration'; fee=. 


5 7 


ing, 2 


_ conſequence: whereof; unleſs antereſted in his fa- 
vor e eee, ESE et muſt be — 
laſting deſtruttian. 5G #inioos i , 
RNeſpecting the pollution of our eee 
aims and defires, let us hear what the pfalmiſt 
David ſaith, Palm. Ii. 3, Behold I was ſfapen in ini 
quity,, and in In did my mother conceiue me, which 
words by the apoſtle in the afore-cited-paſſage to 
the Romani, may be canſidered as explained by 
the following clauſe, and death by fin, point- 
ing out a ſpiritual death, or ſuch a total depravas» 
tion of the powers of the ſoul of man, that inſtead 
of being engaged for God' are engaged againſt him; 
this is plain by comparing the laid paſſage with 
Epheſ. ii. 1, and 5. Certainly if this be the cafe of 
mankind in general, if they be not only condemned 
for their firſt offence i in Adam, but in conſequence 
thereof coming into the world are wholly dead to 
God; (that is) in all their powers and faculties diſ- 
inclined from him, and inclined to ſin, and are 
thereby rendered liable to a greater condemna- 
tion; if this be the caſe it may well account for 
their practical offences, and ſhew how i it is, they 
are ſo eaſily led away by the grand adverſary of 
ſouls on every temptation; and clearly manifeſt 
that as the alienation of mankind from God took 
place in their firſt fœderal head, that this aliena- 


tion myſt be weite increaſing by their Prac- | 
tical. 
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above refleiowior ame eee, 
the fond wing inquiry, 
viz. Whether the la& God! though ir iti hard 


of the Spirit, een ve bfude goſpel, can 
inſtate à man It 


atoithe divine ſa vos, and con. 
fer upon hin fuck power, as to make his ſervices 
in any meaſure EY oe ets 


_ clencyp? 0 © it 10 i InbTiriqk & 20 pr. 
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I dt: muſt | be o bſerved that the. | ay...( (that is, 


rr 
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| the moral law) of idlelf bath. loſt its Power 51 any 


1 x 


II. That it is only efficacious to this end, ar Z 
1 in the band of the divine Spirit. air 71 5 4 


23 tab e ore Deo: 


rr That 10 ſo adminiſtered, ; it only for 


Dari conſeience. 1 <a Py E Salk wn 


i + 


| condemnation and not calculated to juſtify. 


Firſt, It i is ts be obſe ed, tar the law bath 


loſt its power, through the fall, of itferr r to con. 


vict the conſcience. This win appear if we con- 
ſult Exodus vii. 3, and 10th. . And 1 vill harden 5 
Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my ' ſigns, and 55 85 


wonders i in the land of Egypt. | 4150 he hardene 


Pharaoh 's heaft; and he hearkened' nok unto them 
[ti is not to th ſuppoſed without blaſphemy, chat! ihe : 
Lord "50 


1 1 
— era 15 


ae by: a 2 — 2 
effected, and how meet it was he ſhould'obey his 
vcice im latin hip euple go c there ſob all hard- 
cho Spiriviceafing to operare;! by hivownappoint- 
ed meam f cv error, teqtsep back 
the (children of men from vi; or o aavmftheir 
conſcieneexwhen the fame hath been ptxpetrated : 
whictvis no injuſtice dome inaſmucliathe great- 
et obdurady is nothing i more than IcH Ault and 
effect of own apoſtacy from God in out fiift-cove- 
nant head, har generally is permitted in propor- 
thn min ar ahi Ko PH 


| of A —_— OT 
Winiam Petkins; ab may be feet in his firſt vol. 
P. 729/25 The Lortliſaichfbf Pharaoh, Iwiltharden 
er his heart AHd tlils her is ſaid to do, not becauſe 
«he ſetb ad imprims hardneſs in his heart, but | 
© betaul#” byſ ſandry actions he orders and go- 
„ verns hisdeiHked will and they are four. Firſt 


be permits Pharaoh to his on wille Secondly 
151 Mn ; 9 he | 


ne leaves him to the-malice of thejdeviliand = 
him vit a commaniiment: to letrithe people gas 
Laſtly i Ced uſeih cher harneſn of- Fharachs 


. and en orien bs 10 cocks. vd ch 

* de blu a anti au wgdbss a wk 

. . Secondly; The law;a.bply.efficacious as in the 
handoftbedivineSpiritzdconvincethecoriſcience. 

. JEqhis:chedenied how hall ve aceount fon the 

| various diſpoſitions of natural men with reſpeſt 0 
ſin, and as touehing heir moral dehaviour-? - It 
may be anſyered. ſome men are favored with a 
better eugation than others; that thay are ſo 
circumſtanced in Rrovidende ; and therme of 
 their.duty being:ineukcatedion:tham,; they are ex- 
cited to a gteater fear andlteverenee bf God than 
others, cho are deprived al theſe privileges; . If 
this rephy be-concluſive;.every man's-moral con- 
duct will neceſſarily he in proportion to hi know 

ledge of he: rule af hia duty but may we not ſay. 
are there not many inſtances where men haue 

been called by ofſien ta a. conſtant diſpenſation: of 
Gods word, have profeſſionally been teachers of - 
others, and yet have manifeſtæd by far a greater 
obduracy that many natutal men. who have not 
Eo been favored with the hundredth. part of the 
x means of inſtruttion the former have been ? This 
| | caninno wiſebeatribwed to 9 in natural, 8 
= | 8 ä neither 


with mores ur lofs 1 own 
all viſe cand/gracious/dbfigns:and-purpeſes 2: Of 


chinbpiniot aaectiat excalliztdivine Jake Conterom, 


as appears by his. ene on Nan. viii. 16, 
ſpeaking: of the reſtraintiaſume men aręounder, 
ſayn, * Aopowerful reſttaindrof this ſort begouten 


inthe — every neſpel f 


+-ofithe divinedan 4 
3 3 upon the wickedhihining 


4 H, his underſt aa ing dye Haly Spiri, in 
ſome menſurk keeps n 
1 of his iniqquities : But 19 ue human teſtis 
mony os awend-10 when che Sexiptures,of truth 
ſay.:on;this point, let us hear what the wile, man 
declares . Nrvvc viii. 4. U The Spirit of a man will 


bear ? Perhaps it may be objected, this, is no 


wiſe appaſite;; [perſons guilty of Nagrant-iniqui= 


ties, ſuch las; murder, blaſphemy, and ſuch like, 
will be the ſubjeRs of-tbis bitterneſs of ſoul, and 
not others f but is ihis always the caſe with the 
former 2. af not, what is he reaſon ? Do they 
151 255 not 


ſullais dus Unfrnatty; but @ wounded {girit who: can 
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contratled b our every breach 6 this dad dun; 
and the penalty: owithatauccount vate liable ta? 
"Is-neghiveveryicommand tind preibibitom guarded 


Ta 1 


norknow ele are ſinni ag inſſ Gags 
whyſtho theyinot ſoari & IFbe rea ſommuiſte be, h 
ſpirit / of the Lurd chargfs the: confeiemicesviſone = 


nen ,vith:thofe giimen{ofavbich Shey ππ¹⁰⁰νπN“ry )“ 


tis ov ved] eee ene vet os 


the damprdegese he adnfoiences ob vitiera; an 


may it not be warrar 


_ Uivine agent — ighnceo wink 


to 'this-vivegerent/wathiinous, tl 


by he-fame Lanftion 7i-18)nov1he-lbwief ths me 
amg hey gd: divine :goverhqdf hebe as well by 


the Molatlon of one cdmmandꝭ as another-2/:Is not 


the infin{tely pure und cighteous G de neibu of 


his Nonbr ir reſpett 0 Wi has ihfunfRi Ou N. Hath 


he given u diſpenſationſ to agy df il creature of 


tit human ſpecies to diſobey him i ? 


Surely he He then mall we ace fer the in- 
numerable daily inſtamees of rebellion; againſt 


that every fon. and daughter 'of. dame ſtands 


charged with by the law and juſticepf God, and 


yet 18 almoſt if not altogether uneonſeious and in- 
ſenſible thereof? Indeed we muſt ſay that ſtupi- 


dity, inſenſibility, unhelief, pride and ſelf:pleaf. 
ing have ſeized us; and that maithath ſuch a pro< - 


penſity to ſelf, the creatures around, and to a 


ſceking happineſs here below, that he is unmind- 
£7 „ ful 


CT 


ful of Gadpngnt —— | 


KH his almight} poet do de confciendes Am 

was the caſe with pe heathen world in reſpett to 

natural, region, -whyi md dent be Uo, with man- 

kind Where God's written lemi is promulgated à 

That the caſe was ſuch with the former. ãs evident FF 

from Rom. i. 21. and dllo wing verſes. . Becauſe | 

that when! wa _ God ahey: arid * not 

wile Mn ag nadie tvoliſh * was __ 

darkened,” prbfeſling themſelves to be wiſe they — 4 

became fools, and changed the glory of the in- 3 5 [ f 

corruptible God, into an image made like to cor? 

ruptible man, and to birds, and four footed © | 0 
beaſts, and creeping things, Wherefote God 1 
alſo gaye them up to uncleaneſa, through the luſts 5 133 
of their own hearis, to diſhonor their own bod * 
between themſelves, &c.' And that the. latter is 

not exempted, conſult the ad chapter of the ſame 
epiſtle particularly from verſe the 15th to the end: 

nay the ſame apoſtle in his ad epiſtle to the Corin· 

thions; "clap: iii. ver: g. declares that, Me are not | 

fuſſiient of ourſelves to think-ary thing as uf agilen, 

but our Jufficiency is of God. Vea and the idolatries 

Fe" children of Iſrael, che Lord's own people, 


when 
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Thirdly, Thatwhei the: law 8 efficacioully ad. 


miniſtered by the enn ane bones 


demnations: 1: 4 St HE Ef SleFolk. 

Agreeabiy to what nee hy hol | 
being effieaciouſly adminiſtered” may be under- 
ſtood ati adminiſtration thereof, according to tho 
allwiſe ends and purpoſes of God, reſpetting the 
government of the world, the benefit: of commu- 
nity, the maintenance of the church, and the 


conviction of his people; all which he e 


only by working in.the hearts of his-choſen; . 


alſo powerfully in the conſeience of the unrege- 


ferate, who may never be brought to a ſpiritual 


acquaintance with Chriſt: this is clear on firſt re- 


| fleQtion; for what an awful appearance would this 


world make without it? What anarchy, confu+ 


| fon, and deſtruRion would take place! What 


would become of property, habitation; nay of 


cities and kingdoms, and conſequently of any 
connettion one with another ?. Certainly man 


would find thoſe of his on ſpecies his n 


. and moſt 10 be dreaded eee 
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dect or ue e 


| err eee of the Pre. 
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wee by abs bee eee ee 


| how y; Nag: hereforeare the hopes of. ary 
| man kind, ?.; Where; ig.the.,perſon bp doth of 
more or leſs think to. pleaſe, God fas. his doings? 
7 dealings, he ſhall do; yell.; another N i 


| his character otherwise: 58g W. ind = 7 


there Bn, ie voice in iht goniele 8 


the hey f auen e eee 5 


Gal. ii. 10. For an meg ve of Siemens af the top = 
one under the curſe,, for yin prEN Bf 
one that continueth, nat, in, ol things; which #7514" .i 
the book of the law fe dg ic Thig:ingle ſcripture 
vill ſerve. inſtead of mapy, qs therein” ie;Jegared | 
ihe unleſs every ſon auf dayghter of: Afar bath, : 
doth, and ever ſhall yield a full fag irh to the = 
20 ands ofthe. law of God.;, ip apprayes.not 
e 1 ere bun RE OS wer PTE; 
ch udes, from all trug pears of conſrience, yea 
ther cyxſes, and .condamnss wherefore we may | 
well conclude whoeyer it fo treag-will be . 


vah, when ſuch a onß quits. his taherngele of fleſh; 
it before.t that awful period hee not brought int 
new {covenant ſtate, and. made, drr e Chriſt 


One conceives Mike angard; only; oguality:in bis 


his church, the Lord, will. a barret 
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the Jay, Rom, 1 iii, 19. Ang yhat doth. the ay lay f 
Why. it ſaith, P iii. 107 Cugſed 35 eneny one that 
conti ini h not, in all things Ulle 6 T5 om an / the book 
of Jazy,t0,do, them :,. and f Amitting the/law, to, be 
ſpir itual, extending to the thoughts ef, the heart, 
the. 70 der A be by all es VARY: þ 


teſtimony contrary, ta, his gun lav. Having now 
wow thewn that ng man is perfect, in bis, out- 

ard condug yi 19 follow Tego, that, no 
is enjgined,; but allowing a perſon ſhould, attain 
to this yet the divine, Spirit would convince ſuch 
a perſon (if.gne of bis elect people) that, the, Lord 
regards the, nature of,our religious, thoughts, as 
well ao demands the,exiſtence, of them, and. gx- 
pekts that our aftions Thguld., ariſe kram a mind 
wholly inclined to odedience, and not only ſo, 
but inclined hy a ſupreme. laye to our Creator, 
_ chiefly on account of his lovelineſs;;. this corrupt 
nature gag never do; therefore che Spirit of the 
Lord in the cou of canigjence will not.juſtify the 
perſon 'of fuch, | fince Kom m. viii. 75, 8. &« The car- 


nal mind is enmitj prion it in hot ſub- 
17 E a" 22 lid 0. „Aenmt je 
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Ghoſt; ir the n 


dhe Lbrd and his uahe, Af dengtt in the hays er : 


then a mighty bias, Wich Wôüld- 


ee in adh. W be 90 + D 1 
Thirdty, Neither ib2hithe purpbſte ef he Hol 5 


Karbe br et eln dez | 

Ation' Will Be ready M&ed;" if there” we! 3 
5 corrupt piiciple with, I tlie Wee 4 
be pure, ihe Heart und Häarure Wert phy” Ret) 


whetice Mota Axiſe this alie dation from G8; Ati 


propenſity to the erc stufe yen, War hatted 10 


ihiquity, Which the ütegzeberate are at, Fil Ea 
ples 6f, and to which ie retzentzratk "HH | 


bet ache) 
Wally Mrs, vntels — — "Un 


k 101 ap : 
on tlie cönfetences of. 


—— We NA | 
intenderhÞ; me ßere m. 


His people rough the rofl law W aft föfträment: 


Tit ig in chick purpole fs tpcondemn, 


3. een RL CONE th 10,001 


+ Sexgpdl 11 The mapneq,in, hich it, is, effected | 


is to make En bitter... - uf 


Pitt, 


$21 


[PTY 


aſs. apa purpoſh, ie v0 con- 


demmd hp, Verlafting hut ;:$g2cohvince; the 


wan, I ho ig dhe ſubbed yjeR,!ofichis; joparazionB.; and 


hum he intends toclayes hat he ig in a fate of 


condemhatip m The reaſon; hareefiigþ Becauſe 
every:man through corrupt nature 14; i nclined to 
hops ferchanpineſe in à rel ſtate, fm eonſidæ: 
watiqns Mh lab dare not funded on kruth,, Tha 
heathen hang bein hope, (o have the Miahametans, 
and Jews; icht if ſcrutiny were to he made into it. 


wotld be, found fundanientally. analbgous:itol.the: 


hope af him, hof is but a Ahriſtian in proftſſion; 
(chat is) rchey ll expeR to ie ſaveti hy their ſin- 
gere. conformity to the law of their ſett, to which: 


they;reſpettively appertain. As ithe ſubjett of the 


preſent inquiry is not, Whether the Spirit of the bh 


Lord dath toſtify to any man's conſcienee in this 
lifej; that Cod. is patcified;;towards/him, (for this 

ubite hylhe doth to · many, even in this ſtate 
of exiſtenck, through: the dotiipleat redemption-ob 


brit, daly iapprebehded by-faith:):1bUt whether 


this dwine agent works/ady:ſach'\perifulafion!chro' 
the»inftrementality: of ihe moral law. Leaving 
mereſobe for à ſeaſon; furiher enlargement on 


the oblervation : inade in the preceding paragraph, 
via. that ever mn by natur builds his hopes for 


eternal happineſs on a falſe foundation, let us 
_ Hiereftire attempt to indsſtigate, Whether the 


above aſſertion * b proved 'by:the awmwerring 


201 


word 


— Oo > ̃ — — . 2 


Lord, vis. that the und and cher Pipes r 


ſignify his abhorrence to ſuch a ſuppoſition, add 


6 
| 
N 


U. 36 1 


the Lord die- Spirit in the:hearts'of hit people by 
the iaſtrürgentality ofthe moral law is always! 


If n be denied then are we juſtified by the law, 


That every mouth may be flagyed, and all the world u 


become guilty before Bude i Thevefare-by the deeds of the- | 
law, there full no fleſh be juſtified in tis fight; and as 
if ithe-apoſtic ar the Spirit of Godby him would 


the followingiwords, For by the law is the knowledge: = 
0 uy: evidently - declaring, that all men at all 
times are the fubjects of ſin; that the law is an 
inſtrument to diſcover ãt unto them ; that the; 
who are not ingrafted into Chriſt are under the! 
guilt thereof, and conſequently ; under its moſt 
righteous condemnation: This may” be further 
confirmed by the 15th verſe of the bfullowing 
chapter :—Becaufe the lum worketh wrath; add to 
this the teſtimony of our Lord, Juin iii. 18. ſpeaks. 
ing of himſelf, He that believeih on hing 351900 cons! 
demined, 'but he that believeth not is condemned: already. 


Why doth our Lord ſo peak? Fhe anſwer is 


plain, becauſe ſuch a perſon ſtandstanſwerable far 
himſelf; hach no metliator, no ſavior, is not in- 
tereſted at preſent in him who came uo make full 


latisfaction to divine juſtice for the ſins of all thoſe 


who believe i in 10. tar they who do believe are 


3 8 7 


19 Ty 


and invariubly to condemmn and never to juſtify; 


not 


oy 


t 1 


— d: if blen ber Lord wifes icy 
| divine-Spifitroviſhcwitheſs2t6 i theio comſcinnces, 
that cheyidradn-aljuſtifieditare; i chrougfr tür 
Perſontd ö di Dy no mean LAgairi.os 
| P  likgig. 15 For hifi ü 
| oft 80 leroy, if ie be 
ae e e ein any 
mas chef ; fin ithe hand of cheldivine Spieit / s 
_ w-wimiſtiation'iof righteouſneſs; phate, oy?! and 
 coipfort;b1be this ſuppoled: attalnmerits? ever I 
gicat*'Thobghvit was Beese bn 
Apuſtlesto delight ĩn the law of God ifceri che in- 
ward un fl Nb! bi 28, yel wab"nothis Kbpe | 
builts heren, us evidemily appears) Byyö the lat 
verſe db thut bhupter, fand i bf clearty-eluciduad. 
edin. the begluning thereef ;: naylivisochereby 
made mamifeffli that he rogerber with all dhO had 
then-believedy" vere previquslto their faith Aker 
unto the! law; the: conſequence {of which may be 
obſerves: verſes'5 and no be:death,) thatcis, la 
ſtatb of death; and thlerefob under oondlemiation. 
Similap to this David ſpesbeck, ) Haun cxlil: 2.— 
Euter not ie juldgment' i bh thy firoat;y-the adds: a 
reaſon) for in dy fight Jhal bo 'man bg b: f fei. 
\If:notuſtified: then condemned. However we 
do not ſuppoſe the penman of theſe wordb was in 
a condemned, but a juſtiſied Rate >-itHordfore: his 


JO n een, to erke of 
all 


— 
* 


r ene mibabide = 
dhe ſcorgh aud ſcpilbiaty oafdhim Twhaos:ififiniecly 
1 Jauſtisod hoh nlA todkigqut tht worde l 
* hgſei cu er i gl om hum ſelꝶʒdefrbedoob 
1 Aedarivg/hina na Ad hem dh orasf han 
och cojmpoancdsa perfect au uh H¹ν0U anc 
"hat Seared God and eibelnthyed eil nt 
Inbs:hearubic desfeitbum diam apl. 
vÞr{sci80:taithesrr 2. 44a PBH fab, umine 
un ünoulh fHfbal em, med} ig Afa⁴ L an 
peiſcQiit fall alſaiproys;me-peryieNfeit>though 
"DB were ferfnttj yeorwoptdol notiknow! my: foul: 
4 would: deſpiſe my life o this ;$oartrthingsthitve- | 
N — SING Agony rar 8 | 
-vieked;\\5> hefe teflmmievigsnibeantlyey 
pPrübt rl hand wither —— prof, 
ver lech! bh ronluded With alt ſelloring palliges, 
RomoyvoeoHand) wii ages Mpreover otbernlaiy 
:entered/)1bat the:bffenceanight abound:q Wasnhen 
| thatrathiollnis: good, made death unto m Gd 
orbit: Mut fin, that di ani ght aphear ſin work- 


„ ; 
ing 
4 


#5 


2 


wig death mie by wal which js good, that bn 
by the cba "might. become exceeding : 


15 „ then the word of truth and veracity, 
not of mah, But of ( 06 | has determined this mat- 
ter ; be 1 Comes it to paß that the hope and exx 
)e ation befsee 5 notice of ſhould naturally 
poſſeſs the breaſt every x man ? In reply to.this 


Willich fprivg 


1 


and reliance q 75 the e proile of God through Chriſt - 


(L301 
one; th 


| the lav, 1 


nr) 4 


ni 


hope i is böllt on a ſuppoſed conformity. Either tg 


God's law, or to alaw conceived , to be from him; 


therefore as before ohletved, the heathen, have 


FIC 


their hope, yet not founded on their conformity to 
| the written lay of God, for they have. it vot, but 
to the law * 


Fe 
ſervation may be be advanced 1 in "relation. to the 


Mabemetans relpecüng their Alcoran, and 4 abe 5 


: X +: #464 + 


rites inſtituted. by their | great prophet... The Jews 4 
depend, on their obedience 40 the moral and cere- he 


mon ial lay * "of God, though therein ſhamefully 


MO 2% 


chic FÞ and nominal chriſtians | in general 


(atheiſts and deiſts who go under that name ext 
cepted) on Chriſt : if they do ſo, may it not be 
objefted the hall do well? Are not they who 


gruſt i in Chriſt to to be ſaved? In reply to ſuch que 


F riſts 


ueſtion! 1 we may obſerve, that there i is a true hope, 
ring 85 from, an unfeigned faith , confidence, | 


Roa Tk 28. "But the natural man's 3 


of n nature, and to the idelatrous rites 15 
and cuſtoms cſtabliſhed among them. : The, like 


15 


————— — et. 
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tile let it be anſwered, that Abele fe chritians be- a 

fore mentioned depend“ on the lays toy | the y hope «1 
by "their righteouſneſs (Whether p peculiarly. ſtrict or 
 Singularly licentious) to pe qualified for an intereſt | 
in the merits. of Chriſt 8 death, and d perhaps. mn oo 
his righteouſneſs alſo, Judging whatever defeats 
attend their See e merits of, Chrif wil I 


£$4. 1 


make ample amends to the. e jullice o of. God, in or- 


* 8 * 7 4 


der that they may be received to Ins. 


favor either . 
on account of their good deeds and ſervice, .or 


perhaps it may be, becaufe they have. not born 
guilty of as many flips as po Dh Alas as, , what hat a 


14 vB 


miſtake is is here in a point ſo a as ; he | 
etetnal ſtate of the foul 1 How do ſuch 1525 ons 
reflect ön on the attributes and perfetions' of God . 
Or do they relleft atall * bg not every excellency | 
in God eſſential to bim ry F641 it not himſelf 5 1s be 


2 an infinite being 3 i his \quriduces cannot be | 


„ 060 


tion bey muſt be ng ; 808 hs purity | 
and holineſs, uſtice, truth, mercy, love, and 8 
Zoodnefs muſt be fo 00. Could it be luppoſed. 
that. the Lord created i man, and deſigned him for 
no end, rational creatures might have ſome ſhar 

dow of reaſon for entertaining ſuch bopes as be- 
fore noticed; but how unworthy i is ſuch + a thought 

of God! Shall not that man who begins a piece of 


work, vithout firſt 8 on n the end for which! he 
/ begun 


begun it, be dar by all a very weak N WH 
why then ſhould not every one | be perſuaded. that 
infinite wiſdom does nothing but for an end afl. 
| Fverable to its dignity ? If angelic creatures are 
brought into exiſtence, to what end is this but to 
love, fear and reverence him who created” them, : 
and to declare his infinite goodneſs, according to 
their creature capacity? To be indifferent in their 
praiſe or ſervice would be criminal. Was not 
man i in a ſtate of reftitude obliged to the ſame 
bomage and thankfulneſs ? Was there che leaſt 
deficiency” in Adam's worſhip,” that” the la of 
creation gene nr Pt if not, ns then'is it that! we 


joſe dane la dere en alle) 
objett to his injunetions or prohibitions, Ub not 
they ſtill abide undltered, *and their penalty take 
place, without any reſpett to the excuſes of of⸗ 
fenders ? If this be the cafe with i regard to human 
laws, and all men judge it equitable ſo to 'be, 
how-is it we conceive that the Lord will be now 
fatisfied with an obedience ſhort of har his law 
equires, becauſe we through the ſin of our firſt 
foederal head Adam have loſt our power of yield- | 
ing that conformity which it demands Therefore 
it is evident the recovery of fallen man muſt be in 
ny end ſatisfactory to the law, and h6nor- 
"Ty 1 able 


able to the > juſtice and righteouſneſs, of db a 
giverz,1 bay God's glory, being the chief end in 
man's | falvation, how cap this be effette but in 
the diſplay. of. the infinite, purity, Juſtices. love 
and mercy of the eternal Jehovah in the acm 
e thereof ; ? Far, che glory of the Lord. 
| what is it but the manifeſtation of himſelf, when, 
conſidered with reſerepce 19. creatures 2. Can 
therefore the _ Pagan idolater. glorify..God. by his 
hope ? if! he hath violated the natural la under 
Ppich he ' is (and that he hath there is no doubt} 
boy ſhall the jultice of God be ſatisfied for his of- 
fences, y who bs withgut Chriſt, and. to aer 
righteouſnels is not known, apuch.leſy imputed ? 
For we have no reaſon from ſeripture to belie\ 
that adults without any knowledge, of Chriſt, can 
be in a ate of ſalvation, but rather the ee 
Halm Ixxix. 6. Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen 
| that. have not. known thee, . and upon the. A 11 1m 
have not called upon thy name. 44, iv. 12. Neither.is, ; 
there fatoation in any other : for there. is none other name 
under heaven given among men, wherely we muſt e 
fave To corroborate which. ſentiment let * 4 
, what the Church of England declares.— 
Artiele 28. They alſo are to be bad accurſed, 
« that preſume to ſay, that every man ſhall be 
« ſaved by the law or ſeft which, he profeſfeth, ſo 
1 * that he be diligent to frame his life according to 
that law and the Acht of nature. For holy. 
| es « ſcripture 
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£43 : 
20 — ſet out, unto us only. the name of 7 
« Jeſus Chyiſt, whereby men mul}; be ſayed.”— 
Leaving, therefore the! pagan we would further | 
ſay, can the hope of the Mahometan, or, Jew glo- 
rify. God, the former. preferring the figments of 
an impoſtor to the ſalvation of Chriſt, and the 
latter deny ing the ſayior pf mankind ? Or do they 
not both ſtand. in need of a. Savior, Did they 
never offend, or were they never deficient in their 
e even to the law of nature? Come we 


' nora. tha felf ͤ Dre kighoge 


| glorify the Lord.? Let us again conſider the foun- | 
Anton e it. He hath been, and ſtill is an open 
prophane perſon, but he is not ſo bad as others; 

cherer be _ mercy through Chriſt ; on 
* ounded 2) Nat: on + Chriſt 


ration. n. of ole — vier thas: in: Others 5 
there ate who conceive fuch an hope will not do, 

they muſt repent, be heartily ſorry for their ini- 
 quities, amend: and reform their lives, God then 
will, accept them through a mediator: perhaps 
ſome may be found who are perſuaded that the 
Lord is a ſearcher of the heart, and trier of the 
reins of the children of men, and therefore ſuch 
think they muſt not only repent of their evil acti- 
ons; hut of their evil thoughts alſo, and are not 


contented with amendment of life only, but are 


alſo * for rectitude of heart: hence they 
1 1 conclude | 
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them for his £7 
Son's ſake.” 'But ſuppoſe' we make the following | 
| inquiry, to-whom do the benefits of "Chriſt's "res 7:4 


ſon and daughter of Adam; God forbid it ould 
be otherwiſe. Did not Chriſt die for tie W6Hd'? | 


Did not he give himſelf for mankind'? But what | 


if we further queſtion duch perſons, do you be- 


lieve that every individuat fon” and daughter of N 
Adam ſhall be ſaved, of do you believe that aby 5 


for whom'Chriſt died ſhall he lot? They anfwer, | 


we believe he died for mankind univerſally 7 not- 
withſtanding which, ſays the prophane chriſtian- 


il Thad been 16 bad as ſuch a One, als I fiGiitd | 
| have no hope: and unleſs T had 'repented-arid 


amended my life days the outwardly decent man 


how could f have expeRed falvation ?' Would not 


my practice have been flatly agaĩnſt the word of 
truth? 1 Cor. VI. g, 9. But ſurely the Lord is 
merciful to thoſe who repent, and do the beſt they 


are able! The third claſs is ready to ſay, is it | 
| nat written, a good man out of the good treaſure | 


of his heart bringeth forth good things. kit, Ki! 


35. What availeth the ſaerifice where the heart is 


not? Is not the Lord a ſpirit ? Surely unleſs 1 


had been truly ſorry not only for my practical ini- 


quities but my evil imaginations alſo, and hac 
amended in both, and become another man, 


alas! what would have become of me! I Eno 
e not 


„ 


not — of Paul's decla- 
ration, Le. 7 40 14. A ehe ihe Abe 
by this p. {; WR cds in rend fon: whom the 
Lord offered himſelfare perfected: they muſt ei. 
ther ſay they were not perſedted, and ſo deny che 
ex wn the benefits of this offering to the 

remayal of ;original.guilt. and pollution only, or 
call Mannion. the e en, of. the: means by 
which, they were perteged; and attribute to the 
fubje@s..of chix Beines a. ſhare cherin iz. on 
account of their rèpentance, amendment, &c. by - 
Which the, offering ſpoken of became available.— 
If ſo common. ſenſe will- draw the jnference, viz. 
that the gauſe none muſt arne 

ance, amendment, .&c.; But if theſe things be 
not without ſin, how, 6; can, che infinite holineſs, ak 
| juſtice of God be glorified thereby? Surely. per- 
ſons gf theſe charaQers, gloriſy not the Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſtby, their, hope, inaſmuch as they conclude 
ſomething, mult he, added to what he hath done 
and ſuffered, to ren nder his redempt ian complete; 
even the e redemption of him who was no other than 
the eternal God: rather what a reflection on his 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs would it be to 
imagine he ſhould ſtand in need of the holineſs 
and righteouſneſs of angels to render his under- 
iaking available to the end deſigned by his infinite 
wiſdom how much leſs. of the ſervices' of thoſe 
- whom 


a7 


4 te himſelfdeclares to de wholly fleſh'*'viz:whollp | 
ſinful in all the powers of their ſbuls, And conſe⸗ 4 
quently in all the actionꝭ of their lives beſore theß 
be vitally united to him! For what ſaith this Savior - 
ofrdankind-? John ii; G. That which is bor of the 


alſo of che believing Phillpions dia rf he 
nor they had any ſuch hope; chap; lil. vere' 4 
- We art (ſays this apoſtle) 'the Circumtifion,” 
worſhip God in the ſpirit, and rejoice Ct e 1 
and. have no confidence in ile fleſh.” The word. fleſh 
in this paſſage will be found upon in uixy to in- 
tend all the privileges a natural man can enjoy. f 
either reſpetling a civil or religious charatter, as 
alſo what he is: capable of either internally or ex- 
ternally, that is, reſpecting bse peru f mind, , 
will, and other faculties of the ſoul, as alfo the 
fruit and effect of ſuch operations im the cu 
and behavior. This cchfifence the fpollſe dif- 
claims, knowing that a corrupt fountain cannot 
emit pure ſtreams, nor a poiſonous tobt produce 
wholeſome fruit. Had not this been his perſua 
ſion how could we have accounted for what he 
Laith, Epheſ. ii. 5. Even when we were dead in Jing 
(even I Paul together with you believing Ephe- 
| ay: ns God)- le us togtther with 
* . 6 Cir: we 


to] 


gurt : he gdds, Ey grace are ſaved: and in che- 
8th and geh yerſes, By grace! are ye. ſaved, through 
Yeaith,; and, lat not. of. * i ts the gift of God, on 
Not of monie, leſt any men. ſhould boaſt: Compare this 3 
with. Ran. iv. 4. Mam e him: that | worketh. is the | th 
denen dt vecboned of grace, But. of det. Doth; it 
anhpear from hence, the: apoſtle. was perſuaded —_— 
that, pll,confidence, i in a man's goodneſs, holineſs — ' =» +} 
aud reftitude touching acceptance. with; God; in 
his ability;.and power v perform, ſpiritual acts of 
duty and worſhip anteg<dept to faith in; the golpel 
for a free xęcon iliaion-fthongh ſuch à one rejett „ 
| not altogether the redemption,of Chriſt) i is a confi- 0 F 
deneę in a nonentity, in Vanity, in à chimera r 1 
a depraved imagination through, ſin and the fall ? 7 
Why does che cpelle make uſe of this expreſſion 

| «.m,the,fleſh” Pp \ Becauſe all confidence i in; 4 man's 2 
ſelf ſprings immediately from pride (a principal 1 
member of the old man) Rom. vi; 6. There ber 9 
ing no oiher ſource whence it can ariſe; of which 
truth if any one doubt let him compare the followr | ; 
ing feriptures together John, iii 6,/. That, which, is - = 
born of the fleſh is A; verſe the 18th, He that ber ** 
| beveth not-is condemned already. Jol viiigg. Except 1 
3 of, the Sen of men., and drink his 

blaod qe luzve no Iſe in ou. Nom. ii. 28. Therefore 5 
we canglude, that a man is juſtified by faith: without - I; 
the. deeds | of the law. Rom. iv. 5 But to bum. that . . 
worketh auß, It Bei en hins. that Ja ſißieli the 1 

| 6G | | ungods 9, | 9 
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ungodh; is Faith: is 3 T:: 
not fuch a Ohe find thiitfthefe verſes'cothipired det 
claxe every man by nature to be whefktyafeſh) ih 

a Condemned ſtate, and in order to have fpiritüt 
lite manifeſted in them, hey mult bellere vith a 3 
faith, which excludes works altogether and mitt 
kome' as ungodly perſons in” themſelves,” (having 
no worthineſs to reconithend' hem) t the Lord, 
whoſe determination it is 10 juſtify, not the"right = 
teous, but UgOdIy ? Such em att of faithWimiay 
— bffirm, ib the firſt effect of ſpiritual life; unleſs we 
dan fuppoſe acts ariſing from the new nature, pre- 
ious to its being, Which ſpp tion is not only 
Moſt abſurd, but will be found very difficult to 
be reconciled" with holy *ſexipture; even with | 
the aforecited portion, Ji vi. 63. as alſo with 
Rom! xiv. 23, and many other parts of the facred 
Gtucles. From all which it appears that the hoße | 
now conſidered is a fleſhly hope, that it is ks 1 much 
ſpecifically” a fruit of the fleſh, as the vices men- 
tioned Gal. vi. 19, are; becauſe it is a preſump- 
tuous and vain expectation, without any warrant. | 
from the lip f truth. Did men in general, nay 
did even the Þord's people more attentively- re- 
flect hereon what perplexity and evil would be 
avoided! Bat. ſurely the old nature will by no 
means ſuffer it. It ſaith how can there poſſibly 
be any hope, where there is no perſonal confor- 
mity to the law ? To expe favor from God with- 
en 9 : out 


* 
* * 

. 
1 


4 Mi £ 
EN 
* 


Tcienceiisawakened will he prompti 


rendered morthy oflia ſnarg in the; mefits c of his 
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heartnand behavipur is a — 
Cod ,commanded, all men every 


. to repent ? prom 80, and doth 1 not, this. 


imply, that; if they ſo do and amend their lives 


there is; hope? Thus the Meſh, here the. con- 
ting the ſoul not to 


turm id Chrilt alone, not to a. reconeiled God in 
hin: oalys-laying itſelf at the feet of pure and 


| infinite mercy, will not influence it to come as a 
a. inner io the complete. righteouſneſs. of Jeſus, 


axthariſed fo fo dog by; the free promiſe of god to 


che chief of offenders, and: on this eee to 


build its hope for complete, Jalvation, both from 
the guilt; and power ol iniquity, (acknoyledging 
it, hath not even a good, thought to plead in its 

on, favor) hut rather to qualify itſelf. for God's : 


merey, and to i{eck eyen i, God. for grace to be 
bis 


Son, or at leaſt iq be. wade. meet. for ſo great 5 
privileges From all which abſervatlons may it 
nqt be inferred, that he, end. the divine Spitit : 
pukſues through the lay on the conſciences of his 
people is, to ſhew, them: ſtep by ſtep that they ; 


have no ſolid. ground for hope on the footing, of a 


legal conformity, either i Mn. 4 greater or a. leſs de- 
gree, to convince and il groughly to perſuade them, 
that after all their repel MAnce,. amendment, and 
ſeeming converſion, of heart. and life they till; are 


annere altogethen luer 8 heart and 


praklice, 5 


of 


(aJ 


praftiel'4 and that they"'as 5 K. 
leaſt conformity to the righte cl G0 
in their imaginary beſt ſeafons?ꝰ Wu how Salt 
we underftand the apoſtle in kid feafsiling en 
cis ti? Rom, iv. 13, A. and follewingverfes; © 
—i For the promiſe, ttt he ost be thethelt = 
"of the wortd, was not to Abraham; of ab his feed 
| through the law, but through the righte: 5 
faith. For if they which are Ge neee khefe; | 
fal is made voi, and rhe premiſe daade of nan, 
effect? (he adds à reaſon it the foewing were) 
Becauſe th&ta\ arten rate; Rob chats fd hiv 
| bs, there is no tratffyreiow” Now obfervé his 
inference.” Therefore 1% &f faith chat it might = 
be by grace; to the End' the promffe niht he fare. 
t all the ſded.“ Ho full and conchifive is this 
argumeiit? How cogent?” Net Sly t prove that 
our legal bbedienice' in d wilt? will:entitte de to 
er bleſſedneſs;” but that it hatk no ſhare 
the procurement thereof: int had, why is 
Bus and faith hets” oppoſed to the law ?:Why 
doth - the apoſtite fay in the Aſth verſe, But to 
him that 'worketh ot. Why doth he aſl! that re- 
markable queſtion, Gat. i: 17: But if while we feck 
to be juſtified by "Chriſt," ut owt ſelves (alſo avi found Eu- 
ners, FF | 
Sur ag; if fore legaP Hyhtcoulnefslin'us were ne- 
a either before '6r/after Faith in Chriſt; If 
his Woes roquiſie for 2 for the favor 
; x 1 | 
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of God; ad to dM the bleſingyproniiſed;: ler 
any nprejudiced-perfoh cn ſideriheiher in the 
apoſtle 's opinion. hereby ſignified” it uud not be 
a judging Chriſt's: redeiaption incompbete, and 


conſeguentiy concluding fo divine a perſonage the 
minifler of n. Thut this is the argument of this 


whole epiſile be ſeriouſiy weighed; and compared 


61 and in will 
He, even d chen at this preſent time alſo there is > 
remnant acterding to the election of grace. And 


iSref grace/ hen) is it ho more of works: other- 
wiſe-grace is no more grace. Bus ir it be of works, 85 


chen in iu no more of grace 2 otherwiſe work is no 
more wort. What ſhall we fay then, but with 
the apoſtle in the aforecited paſſage of his, 2 Cor. 
in. 9. that ihe law, though in the hand of the di- 
vine Spirit, is: not à miniſtration of hope, but a 
miniſtration of condemnation, calculated for and 


uſed to the purpoſe only of laying the power of 


Jelf-righteouſnefs, as elfe where expreſſed by him, 
is. Rom. x. g. But when the commandment᷑ came, fu 
rived, und I. died. Reſpeſting human authority, 
an reference to this point, who ſo worthy as Martin 
Luther, that great reformer of Europe from popery 


to be ronfulted'? Let us hear what he ſays. Fol. 


3 — the Bpiſſle to the Gala- 


great apollle in cheſe words, let the driſt of the 


with other parts of his writings,” but more particu- 
larly with 'that ſtriking paſſage of his Nom. Ki. 5, : 
wilt - ſafficieatly: appear. For ſays 


q 
. 
| 
* C N 
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tian gothe? us of the lar it, divite and 
«/ſpiritual,; uhich is n Paul. ſayeth) to: increaſe 
1 tranſgreſſions, that: id to ſay, ton reveal unto 
„man his fin, his blindne6; bis miſery, his im- 
e ignorance, hatred, and contempt of 
4 God, death, hell, che judgment. and deſerved 
4 rath of God. Of this-uſe che: apoſtlo intreat 
ce eh notably. in the 7th tothe Romans. This is 
0 altogether unknown to hypoerites, to the po- 
« piſh ſophiſters and ſehool divines, and to all that 
„alk in the opinion of the righteouſneſs of the 
« lar, br thein: oun righteouſneſo : But: to the 
chend that God might bridle and beat down his 
et monſter andi this mad beaſt (I mean .the 2 
„ ſumption; of man's righteoufneſe and religion) 
<, which naturally maketh men proud, and puch | 
eee ſuch ſort, that they think them - 
t ſelves thereby to pleaſe God highly: it hehov- 
ed him to ſend ſome Hercules which might ſet 
upon this monſter with all force and courage to 
te overthrow; him, and utterly to deſtroy him; 
* that is to ſay, he was conſtrained to give a law 
in mount Sinai, with ſo great majeſty, and with 
n ſo terrible a ſhew. that the whole multitude was 
aſtoniſned. «Exod. . xix. 20. This, as it is the 
e proper and the prineipal uſe of the law, ſo ist 
very profitable and alſo moſt neceſſary. For if 
any be not a murderer, and adulterer, a thief, 
and outwardly refrain from fin, as the Phariſee 
+ Ann | Jig 


3 


FJ 


wes ientiohediodh3o gorge, He Would 

«fear Becauſe he is pöſſeſſed wietptherdebit) 
that e ig rig D, and therefore he cariceiys 
«et anSpiniH of righteoufflefs, and preſumetli 
5 of his good works and merits. Such a. bn GD 
<<: cannot:otherwiſe mollifie and humble, thatrhe 


may acknowledge his miſery and damnati on- hut 


hy the ld For that: is ale hammer of: deathy 


_ 4, the thundring of hell; and lightning of God's 
««vrath;chat; beateth to poder the ohſtinate and 
<;ſenſelaſs bypocrites. Wherefore this zin the 


66 proper ſland true ule: o the law, by "lightning, 
by tempelt; and by the ſound of thetrumph (as 
in mount Sinai) to terrify, and by rhundring zo 


beat daoum and rend in pieces that theaſt which ã· 


called the opihioni of fighteouſneſs. [Therefore 


« ſaith Godby! Jeremy his prophet, my/word;is a 


LLE hammer breaking rocks. For ab dong asethe 


opinii of righie oufneſs abideth in wan, ſo long 
«there abideth alſo in him incomprehenſihle pride, 
40 preſumption, fecurityqchatred of God, ednjempt 


«of his grace. and merey; Ignorance; of the, pro+ 
miſes and pf Chriſt. The preaching of free rex 
40 miſſion ofſins through Ghriſt cannot enter into 
the heart of ſuch a one, neither can he taſte or 
«favour thereof! - For chat might) rock and; ada- 
**:mant wall, to wit, the opinion of righteouſneſs, 
** herewith the heart is environed doth reſiſt it,” 
As it. remains no longer 3 that, the, moral 
. | 13 law 


0 


THI 


la in the hand, of the vine $piritja:inino wile 
ordained toieffeR any; true hope in ibe conſciences 
of his people before faith. but rather i to. condemn; | 
let us therefore Baty conſider hat wa before ö 


propoſed, viz. *'-:,314 30 Bir 2D Bobs "Rf } 10 
Dl The manner in which! Ubndemtintheth im che bn 


> ſcience is effected : this calculated co fender ſin 
bitter and to cauſb the people of God/y before they 
are Hröught ſavintzly to bim, to ſtand in awe of 
Hnning! Let it beipremifed, that tlie Lord is not 
confined to time. Many inftances there are, 
hereby the almighty ſovereign mamfoſts the ex- 
eerdeng riches of his grace, both. in the conviction 
and'tconverſion of the ftouttheartett, even in a 
very hort ſpaee of time; perbapꝶ under one dif. 
courſe ſuch perſons may clen ly diſcoveritheir/con« 
demned ſtate, their weakheſs:and helpleſneſs ; be 
ſuvored with {6 perſpicadus a diſplay af the way of 
ſuleation by Chriſt ſeſus, und ſo: inſſue ned by a 
divine xnergy, that no queſtion may be juſtly made 
become the trophĩes of the Lords ſpeciab grace 
However ar abe preſent matter of inquiry reſpetts 
| thoſe on whom he more gradually qperates as a 
ſpirit of bondage; may we not affim that the. 
Lord thereby would teach the ſoul; (who is the 
ſubjedt of ſuch operations) the great evil of ini- 
quity, if not in an eſpecial and peculiar light re- 


* ac _ relating to itſolf, and the 
danger 


ta! 


a and hitter effects of tranſgreſon,. thereby 
leading the-mind'to\fear; and:fand in awe of per- 


fitting Rill in a courſe of xebellion. This certainly 
may be the caſe of thoſe who are not yet the ſub- 


jekts of faith, and who may not he juſtly denomi · 


nated the called of Go 


In order to proſecute 


this ſubject, 3 obſerve, chat every 


rational. creature is either adtuated by a ſupreme 
dove to God, and aQs in conformity ta that prin · 
ciple, or hy a ſupreme love to himſelf: that any 
man void of faith in Chri 


tor, in any degree hates iniquity, and loves 


the commands of God from a ſupreme love to 
him, will: be too difficult to prove, either from 
experience or the word of truth. Tis true, many 
of the heathen poets, philoſophers and great men 


amongſt them, inculcated abs; love. .pf. virtue, 
horrence of vice, on account of its incrinkc tyre 
pitude:andivileneſs:; yet if any ama 
be found who praftiſed the one and were not 


guilty oF the other, excited to ſuch a condułt from 
the above motives: without! 2 ſupreme regard to 


ſelf intereſt or ſelf preſervation; may it not be 


confidently affirmed notivittanding, that | ſupreme | 
love to the will of God they | knew nat, either in 


theory or practice? If then every man hath con- 
created VR defire of ſelf preſervation and 


H ſelf - 


hrift, a ſtranger to a ſaving | 
acquaintance with redemption through the media: : 


them can 


7 4 we * 
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felf advantage, the miſery of man fallen and de- 
generated i is, that this principle hath ufurped the 
throne of God in the ſoul," and will be obeyed by 
all tke faculties, and powers of the man in all 
things, in preference to God. Hence we fee the 

riſe of all legal workings of the heart. Doth the 
Lord the Spirit convince of notorious ſcandalous 
iniquities; of a flagrant” and horrid condułt, and 
condemn'the man in his conſcience on this account, 
preſent to his view the threatnings of the Lord againſt 
him, and ſhew the ſoul the danger it is in of ever- 
laſting miſery ? Self love at once begins to ſtir 
within it. True, ſays the man, I muſt be in dan- 
ger indeed ! Such as T am I cannot have any hope 
of pardon ! And what will it profit me in the end 
if I perſevere in thoſe ways? Certain it is I muſt 
periſh everlaſtingly ; would it not be better for 
me to break off theſe ill courſes, repent, and be 
a new man ? Certainly it would ; beſides I ſhall 
then be delivered from that inward ſenſe of divine 
_ diſpleaſure which I now feel, and can I doubt but 
then the Lord will have mercy. upon me? What 
is all this but the product of ſelf love, an incli- 
nation to reform through fear and dread? Not 
any regard to God's glory, concern how he hath 
been diſhonored, much leſs from any ſupreme 
love to him. Now the man ſets about the work; 
not from any hope the divine ſpirit effects within 
mf no, but "ITO an imaginary and. deluſive 
12 perſuaſion, 
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perſuaſion, f excited, and Kirred up by gelt love 

viz, that a refarmation from groſs praftices will 
ſave him. For though this divine agent through 

the law teſtifies what we man hath to fear, and 
thereby renders his fins burdenſome,, painful and 

tormenting; yet it is the, man's ignorance and 
pride which are the ſprings of his falſe confidence 
in his reformation. from the enormities he before 
lived in. This hope is, maintained according as 
he perſeyeres in his reſolution of amendment; but 


if he relapſe, if he, break out again into his for- 


mer exceſſes, then hath he freſh trouble in his 
ſoul ; the law. comes upon him with renewed de- 
nunciations, and until he can repent, amend, 
and conduct himſelf as a reformed perſon, he hath 
no quiet, he is miſerable, and wretched i in every 
thing he is engaged in; hence he is led. to hate 

bis iniquities;, to look upon tranſgreſſion as a great 
evil, to ally from them, but ah! not becauſe they 
are injurious to the Lord's glory, contrary; to his 
nature, ſubverſive of, bis authority ; but becauſe 


of the affliftion he feels in his mind in conſequence 


of them, and inaſmuch as he cannot think he ſhall 
eſcape everlaſting wrath, unleſs he can conquer 
and ſubdue them. Thus the man may go on for 
ſome time ſinning and repenting, until the Lord 
the Spirit ſhew him the neceſſity of heart religion, 
by revealing to him the perfections a and attributes 
of God, that he is an holy, juſt, and righteous 
| H 2 God, 


* 


/ 
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God; that he — ile heart, and trie , 
reins öf the) ehildrewof men; and that he wilt + 
bring everf work into judgment; with every fed | 
ret wing, "whether it be goed, or whether it be 
evil, Jv! Avi. 10, Cet Kii. 14. At this che 
man is amazed, his Bopés are all Med; yet, re- 
gekting there is a Sàvien provided, he begins tec 
-tiifk that if he ende avere 0 \rarch not only his 
ä Hi thoughts ' arid purpoſei he Hhall do 
dell. due cannot ſee that the c ien is from 
the Spirit bf tath witheſſhyg to his wn lw; to the | 
ihufletions and threathings thereof, ſhewing the 
man his Uatiget and the jebpardy ht is in 2 But 

whettee atiſe his feats 7 From what quatter com 
bis hope? Not from the Bord, 6; bun Ml Trons 
the aforementioned prinepe even ſelf. love; he 
- aigzrily eoneerßed Vr ff, {Heh would be a 
dommendable dilpofticn, did it lead him xe feck 
Fuch a refuge, Which fuld prove not only fafe 
for him; dut henorable to the Lord) and knowing. 
no other way, than his vwn perſenal obedience, 
Nill his expectation is from thence, afid When he 
finds that he is deficient; either in thought or deed; | 
much mote when he-poſitively tranſgreſſes, either 
in the one or the other, his conſeſence is afreſh 
wounded, his trouble again renewed; and his 
hope aid expeRations fail, and from hence ariſes - 
his hatred unto his iniquities, both internal and 
external. All chis he doth not Without any re- 
5 ſpect 


* 


car 


elt io Chat! 50) bur dl ſometbing, if not 1 
render himsworthy of, yet io make him meet for 


Chriſt; und thinks there can or ought to be no 


faith It a Savior, uhleſs he arrive at theſe prere= 


quiſites/'' How far ſhort-of this, the expeQations 
of many art) let their conſtiences teſtify. Tn this 
way a man (Fro a prophane, unjuſt, and in 
gious perfor; may become not only a moral, dea 

tent and ſober, but in the judgment of moſt —— 
fincere and religious man, though Rill under the 
w, and my appear both to 28 and others 


to hate ſin i heart and life; and yet do ſo only 


from à principle of ſelf love, 8 not at all out of 


to or fear of him. But it may be demanded if a 


a man, notwithſtanding: fin is rendered bitter unto 


him atid He ſtands in fear of 'offeriding, ſilt remains 
in the ſame ſtate, is not in the favor of and doth 


not love God, why ſhould this work be carried on 


upon him in this way . Would it not have been | 


better had it been inſtantaneous ? In reply, it 
may be obſervedꝭ the Lord knows what is beſt : 
he is a ſovereign agent, and who ſhall ſay unto 
him what doeſt thou ? Though this be a ſufficient 
anſver, yet ſome regſons may be advanced. 
Firſt, where convictions ate gradual, the bent 
is better acquainted with its iniquities. | 


The man who hath been firſt convicted of bly 
praQical offences, hath by his contendings with 


regard to the glory of God; and from a true love 


—— 
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| his fins W been brougln do a eircum⸗ b 
Rantial-knowledge-and fear of them v. and if from 
the evil of his thoughts his ſtrife has not heen exa 
_ ternal onby, furely whateyer his motivecwas,'he- 
cannot forget the pain and trouble his i iniquitiea 
gave him ;/the remembrance of which; when the 
Lord is pleaſed to bring him to a Having acqain- 
tance with himſelf, and to a true and {piritual 
warfare with the corrupfions of his heart, and the 
temptations of ſatan in his low ſeaſons, and when 
grace is at a low ebb in its operations, may reſtrain 
bim through fear, which though. not a virtue, 
yet may be over: ruled ſoſas to keep him from 
much matter of forroy. and diſquietude, he can- 
not forget the wormwood and the gall, and as he 
hath. heretofore ſmarted on account of. fin, he is 
not ſo eaſily led unto the fins, for which he bath 
1 ſo much ſorr 7d. 
Secondly, As he hath formerly when l 2 
legal work only, (for we are now conſidering him 
the ſubje&' of grace) ſeefinfo much evil in ſin, by 
the pain and affliction it hath given him, and was 
then led to conſider how injurious it was to him, 
s induced more readily thereby, under the influ- 
ences of grace to reflect hat diſhonor to God 
attends tranſgreſſion, and is alſo led more deeply 
and ſeriouſly to meditate on the evil of i it, as dif- 
played and manifeſted in the ſufferings of a me- 
diator. We cannot eaſily forget that which hath 


given us much bitter uneaſineſs, and though we 
| knew 


prove or rightly | to at e. the Nr theroal, 
| yet we cannot eaſily forget the ſource itſelf from 
whence it arofe, and are more prompt and ready 
to avoid the evil, than we ſhould be If experience 
| had not taught us what miſery i is its attendant.” 

© Thirdly and laſtly, The Lord the Spirit may 


be pleaſed hereby to inure the man to a more than 
ordinary attention to ſin, the evil and conſequence 


of its guilt and dominion, to the end that redemp- 


tion by Chriſt may appear more precious and glo- 
rious, that the divine favor and love may be more 
eſteemed when revealed; and that all things of 
time and ſenſe may be eclipſed by Chriſt, and the 
bleſſings appertaining unto him. For as at the 
hour of death to a ſaint ſenſible he is about to 
quit the body, the ſweet and gracious manifeſta- 
tions of divine favor appear with a tenfold luſtre: 
ſo to a man ſhaken over the mouth of hell, re- 
demption brought home to the conſcience, is 
received with more abundant joy, thankfulneſs 
and gratitude, than by him who might be truly 


convinced of his iniquity, yet never the ſubjeQ of 


ſuch terrors. Wherefore to conclude, let it be 
well remembered, that the keeneſt apprehenſions 


of miſery infer not a ſtate of freedom, but the 


weakeſt application to the proviſion God himſelſ 
hath made, and inthe manner he hath preſcribed, 
is matter of the greateſt joy, whether the ſubjeQ 
of ſuch grace can himſelf perceive it or not. 
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8 She ufc 120 office 3 _ "wy in athe 
hand of the divine Spirit, in order to the 
effeQual calling of ſinners hath been conſidered 
in the former part of this inquiry, what remains to 
be weighed is the nature, publication, and inſtru- | 
mentality of the miniſterial or goſpel call, in ſub, 


ſerviency to the operations of the ſame divine 


agent, to che aforementioned aan, and inva- 
luable purpoſe. 8a... 
Though chere be no o ſubjes of. Gauner — 


tance to, or more demands the attention, ſtudy, 


and ſerious enquiry of mankind in general, than 
that which is to be the ſubject of our preſent 
ſearch, viz. the goſpel call; notwithſtanding which 
there is none more treated with indiffereney, neg· 


leg, Ek and even with the moſt. furicus 


oppoſition 


thereby birds HF 11 bleflings ; Ware theſe 
Hleflings *6F8%dmmon natüfe-we Could fre took 
on ſuch cn] in 'rati6nk*ercatiiFes? büt with 
amazement ; But when we are informed the yoſ. | 
pel is that'which-God Kasprovided; andthatit is 
his invitation, calcula (b deter fru Cbeblaft- 
ing and) inexpreffible'miltty/ and ito iniſtatt io 
eternal and 'fnconceivable” flicity,” aſttnfthiment 
Muſt ſeize t us at tle” mattneſb fla erttetme folly, the 
children of met Uifecoher- Nd What principle 
this behaviour originates" maybe mo in 
the following pages; yet ve habe all reuſontte la- 
ment a tod — 4 diſpeſtion*(0 in 
warräntable, dangerous ahd Gd prdokinga 

| Likes this hath no ſlibje@Been fo vibleH/ p- 
poſed; neither hach therè been any abbüt Which. 
the profeſſed miniſters ati@dilpeiiſers thereofBave 
been more divided; which thing hath laid '#fount 
dition for ſceptieiſm in the eartleſs and indifferent; 
and för much fear, troubfe, anxiety, hd palliful 
ſolicitude* ar nents ianetarpaly | 
ittqufring mind! There Have been and HIV are 
ſome who underſtand by the wotd'goſpel;agthing 
niore than'the'books'6f the New Teſtament in op- 
pofition to che Old, by vieh it muſt appehr ac⸗- 
cording to theft expofttibn 6f the word;5'thae 
all the Wordle under chat diſpenſatiog either 
came * hart of eternal eſſedneſs, or were'faved 
1 by 
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by, elan. But lex Ieh 
apl. Agb. iv. 8. . 2 
N preached gr Me II aguntagher: and though it is ad dr 
ed, By thewordpreaghed did not Dt them, not 
beidg mixed with faith ig them that beard it, vet it 
profitefl others, ha F t ofthemmhoſegarcaſine | 
fell in che wilderneſs; "Others there are vba by the 
golpeh tell you is intendgd. ſahniqu. hi Chriſt th 
everyhantized perſan, w infapt og adult, from 
the gilt ,0md:potiujon..of Adam b. algen, 
_ and.that ſuch ſhall be ſaved. if there obedient | 
ſa the commands and injunctions of the New Teſr | 
tament ; what is the language of Auch an aſſertion, 
bus that: ev baptized perſon is only put into a 
capacity, of ſaving himſelf. making the. ſatisfaQiop 
of Claiſt,;in reſerenge te their. fins after, baptiſm, = 
eicher of no, avail or elſe ſuboxdipate! to their re- 
pentapgg and a 2, For but ſem will ſay | 
theyzwee perfect, 1: many there are bo conr | 
_ dademhat.their ſuperior chriſtian conduſt and be; 
bewinr to that of others and theip unfeigned re- 
pestangg of tins. committed, render, them if nt 
warthyof, et atleaſt, meet for a title to the merus 
of:ihe, Son of God... No -cnumerate. the.;yariguy 
ſetiments.of the chriſtian world.,gopcerning, the 
goſpeli to paint out wherein they differ, and 19 
eder therean would be ſuffwient of itſeif to 
3 yolume. Wherefore leaving theſe. things let 
ſerved. as propoſed, : what the ed 
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riyed from another Which is tranſlareti fleſii al- 


luding ta the incarnatinm of the Sou of God, Let 


he above ſuffice. refpeAingtbe' literal explanation 
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t joyful meſſage 6f ſalvatiom /i NHò we may 
perceive in Tul ii. And the amt ſail unto them, 
fear notte For-behold I bring you good tidings of great 
jey, which. ſhall: be to Fall" pehple. RomO.51 51 How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the goſpel f 
Peace, and bring glad e of good mare Where- 
"Fore let us no 
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they ſhall be infallibly and certainly beſtowed. 


F irſt, What are the good chings contained i in the 
golyel; N. 
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yd ——— Inquity, it be- 


Soves ls nt to pa ft: ar falle: judgment / on out- 


ſelves,vtouching-the Nite; /of- bur ſoul: in God's 


ſuppoſe bot ourſtiver guiltlef when in reality 


Leide , or pure and haly eicher in batafr or prac- 
cerwhinboth/in Thel bne and che th 


| holly:cofitamingted) andpolluted>; othetwiſethe 


to us. Howavet as the preſent ſarutiny is mate 


in hh ſtfiExaſt:conniexidii with; and the: ſtrongeſt | 


e Akigbt bach of the 


| Light, ochher in reſpe ft tolthe lat or fin,; that) we | 


re are 5 


will be vnimportdüt and udifitgreſting is | 


referent into the obſervations malen the) firſt 


part of this inquiry let ug drop any further intrb- 
duſtih and enter im upo 1:theiexamina- 
tiom of ahenfibjetts.! 50% D416 6 blade, 
119 Ine 21 55 101 Fin of (aptly. 2 5 
ee ze ebe ode in th 


deter nen + uh 6 501 . What a gift 
e is, 1 far ſurpaſſ es the moſt. cleyated conception 


of 10 leſt: archangel q certain it is Pl the fl ſub- 
Ct 18. grade d by.inveſti igation; and o ught rather 
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be liendy f, ghankully Lin fei than pri 
8 EVER... with th the leaſt, deſire to be compre- 


bended; for, ould we do ſo the reproof Zophar 


gave to holy Job would moſt fitly ſuit us. Job xi. 
7. Canſt. thou by ſearching find out God ? Canft thau 


find out the. Almighty to perfettion ? , Paul was ſo 


far from ay ſuch Pretenſſon that he cries out 


2 Cor. 
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oft 5 Whitekiexctarifanions con hal — 
der at; whenwe hear hh ſay in enctheriplace;ec- - 
Ah K 281 Take vheeditherefore! uno zy 
ſelves; and top all iim florky oper which Abe. Holy | 
'Ghoft bath nad \ybwug avetftens, 164 taed e | 
church; of Hod uch he bath purchaſod with his 
on bund“ dheteboreithid? gift /iochothing»tefs 
am infinlte, ebaſiriſuenmiynthe greatefioand/wioft 
| -preciois:gitiGod could beſtow. upad the ehildren 
of men, for whit cat he beſtow preferable to him 
elf 2 But ite Ari vvilb ſay, hi in bldſphony, 
theſe enphrelens are unwajrantable, J efur Chriſt | 
though hb:otcated;allithingd, ve he rede ed the 
power haf r hy he did: fn che dbuine Rathebp; 
wherefore to attribute the ſaxwejdignity, \hanor, | 
and excellency to him, whoſe power i | 
TR. af fte, 407 e del 1 
obe the infinite,” FE elf | 
1 {ror is 46 be piiilth ofa capinat bins 400 
: trankreihbh. 34s en a enter it maß be re. 
lied, art tod aftaitf #6 Aletibe to lle Süytöt the 
'Ronot hie detands 7 Na or vklelr Ke” ban 
brite ce be che Father's good Piesſlire mala 
be aſcribed" to im 5 Het at is faid, Jol v. 
23. That all men floutd ſunb the Son win as ey honor 
"the Father. | If che honor is to be the ſat TI cer- 
tainly though there i is a diſtinion in the perſon- 
iy of the F ather and the son, the diyine eſſence 
| is 


ni 


ende Sividgd f chig gucidaterthes portion. 

of ſacred; ſcipture . Ius ii. a4. Who gave. himſelf 
for . Thawgh. the Land. Jeſus Chriſt is elle. 
vhaxe laid to he the Father's gift, yet the declar. 
ration nom gited.is vici srue, ſeeing the above 


x. 30, and at the ſame time proves that although 
he win the gift of the divine Father, yet unleſs 
he had giyen himſelf, we never could have been 
partakers of {@: invaluable. a donation, Here let 


us pauſe. Have we ever yet attended to this 
great tnanſaction ? Did, we ever ſeriouſly confder = 


the miſery af a Rate of ſin and guilt 7 What are 
our thoughts of the breach of cha fight cavenant ? 
Do-::weefeem that a trifling occurence, à matter 


in which. we are in nocwiſe on, at lead 
that it is a dubious point whether it relate 49 us 


or not? Or do we behold it as an afence, wherein 
every individual fon, andidaughter of Adam are 


involved ? Do we judge ourſelves d have ſinned 


that Gin in bim, and ſo to have become guilty. with 
him, in whom we all were repreſented, and did 


| ſeminally exiſt ? Do we weigh well the atrocity 


thereof? That it was committed againſt an infi- 


nite being, and conſequently infinite i in malignity 7 


Do ve ponder the unhappy conſequence of that 
offence, viz. a rejection from God; and the loſs 


of his 1 mage on the ſoul * che immediate fruit of 
6-7 g e that 


4% ine is fully confirmed by what. bimſelf de- 
lasch, Vis thet he and his Father arg one, Joly 
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that rejeitions?- Have we meéditated fer 
from ſo reat a loſs immediately prung il "Y 
able finful thoughts, words, and 7 that the 
inward and outward man through the fall berame 
both radically and practically, not / partiully but 
totally and continually defiled and pollated';! and 
that the leaſt of theſe -innumerable'tran{greffions' 
ſprin ging from this'defiled nature deſeroxs eternal 
death? Have we duly reflected on the miſeries 
and ufftictions of this life, their diverſity; pungency 7 
and with reſpett to many of them how excruclat - 
ing and tbrmenting And have we concluded 
them to be a part and prelude only of the curſe due 
to our iniquities ? If we had we ſhould not lightiy⸗ 
eſteem the giſt before deſtribed, buton thaiton+ ; 
trary view” ourſelves in the moſt dangerou /and 
miſerable condition without chis Savior, without 
the knowledge of him as ours; and ſliould compa- 
rutively diſregard all the things of time and ſenſe; 
for an acquiſition ſo ſuitable, important / and 201+ 
tereſting. But a queſtion may ariſe liow was this 
unutterable bleſſing N and to hat end 7— 
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Fir, p Mwi tba edffiliit? This is" ap- 
parent fromthe eighth" chapter of the Proverbs 
pattiduſifly fromthe s 2d to the 33d vetſe, where 
Chrift' fpeaketH'6f himſelf Under the chäradter of 
3 declaring he was ſet up from'Everlaſt> 
from the AG or ever the earth was; 


ect. to bimſelf Þ, charac- 
I'S habitable. part of his 


d his delights. were. with; the bons, of1 men.“ 
220H 
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and ju judicious: reader, ho, will afford himſelf time 
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to re ea, on, and wei . ith care, the, connection 


81 21 


ſon m allow, that the. Lord Jeſus ( Chriſt was 


E 2 2314 


given in covenant. from eternity. To this, we will 


299. | $f 


a aduce the, 1 laration of. Faul, Epheſe, i. 4.— 
Accordi gas Oy he jar 
the Foun ation of the world, that we ſhould be 


holy, and/ without blame before him in love. 


| Whichcettainly:eſtabliſhes not only: the everlaſt- 
ing choice of the Lord's people, but the eternal 


gift of Chriſt alſo, inaſmuch as all the ſaints were 
not choſen apart from but in him, before the 


foundation ofithe world. Zechariah (chap. vi. 1g.) 
ſays, ate counſel / peace ſhall be between them both, 
which cannot be ſuppoſed to commence at the in- 
carnation of the Meſſiah, for to imagine any thing 
new wien the Lord 18110 think a ate of him. 


K For 


1 of the ; divine - nature, by the. [candid 


of "the w "ole paſſage, which i if granted ſuch a per- 


e hath choſen us In; him, before 
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fre the — of Sewing Be 1 
canenant, the counſel mentioned by. ac 
muſt, be dated before his time. hg oa 101 
eee; e RS hos 1 


* Sebohidly, The Lord! of the 1 ie 57)! ns 
 givenin promiſe. aw} is manifeft as . as 5 
fall of our firſt parents, Cen. in. 15. Evideuced 
by the tranſlation of Enoch, | Confirmed, 50 the 
prefervation f Noah. epeated to Ab re ? 
Gon. XV. 17. 18. to Tfrac, 25. xxvi. . and to 


NA 


Jacob, as appears by varibus paſſag es of his life, 
Whether this were th 4 cale with the ſaints under 
the Moſaic economy, be who doubts thereaf 
muſt be totally blind, if he reads the Pati ns and 
| Prophets and doth not” perceive it, ag in Plain 

XXVi. 16. Mi. 1111. Dan. i Ix. 24. and following 


verſes, and itivomerable places 'of holy ſeripture. 


4 5. 


| | Thirdly, [Hs eee types. No dne bad 
5 ation this who refles that tho whole>ceremo- 
niellaw was but figurative: Tfſa certainly aw adum- 
bration of the incarnation, obedience, fufferingy, 
death, and reſurrettiom of the Meſſiah, incluſwe 
of. bleflings- hoth-:fpiritnal and eternal reſulting 
therefrom... Theſe things the ſaints under that 
dark difpeniation perceived by faith, and centered 
not in the rites themſelves as the matter of their 
ſalvation, bus * with the eye of their 


mind 


* R 
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mind cbele val and ebverings ; and ttulled and 
rejoiced in the glorious things they prefigared and 
Held forth, which is irikingly obvious through the 
whole epiſtle to the Hebrews, and particularly af. 
firmedinthe1gth verſeofthe 11th chap.—* Theſe | 
all died in faith, not having received the pre 

Sut having ſeen them afar off, and were petfuaded 
of them, and embraced them, atid' confeffetl 
eee ere Rangers and pilgrims ons he earth. 


urthly, He was given in he, Meſhs., This 
1 no erb to them ho believe the New 
Teſtament writings to he of divine authority, the 
whole tenor thereof fully proving this grand and 
Important, matter; but for a more particular proof 
we need only refer 10 Joly i. as alſo 1 Falz 
1, wherein we have all the evidence e caa deſire. 
In chis great and amazing aft, together with what 
the Meſſiah did and ſuffered, are fulfilled all the | 
promiſes, Jewiſh types, and cerem which 

related to him. Surely. this is the nobleſt and 

moſt. bleſſed ara rhat ever commenced among 
the children of men! What doth it record leſs 
than a viſit from the Almighty, his perſonal pre- 
. fence with and his dwelling among us, ſufficient 
to aſtoniſh and ſtrike with the deepeſt admiration 
thoſe intellectual fpirits, the inhabitants of the 
celeftial world, who never tranſgreſſed the com- 
mands of their omnipatent ſovereign ! Deeply 
convinced of the infinite condeſcenſion of the 
K 2 eternal 
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ak chant... in taking notice. of what: hey 
perform in, heaven, how muſt they haue been 
amaxed at this divine procedure, in tabernacling 
with the ſons of men, not poſſeſſed of their origi- 
nal reQitude i in which they were created, hi it; der 
filed and polluted! Surely. divine mercy, „Joys. 
Pity and compaſſion were the grand cauſe of this 
wonderful; appearance. We ver become the 
woeful captives of law and juſtice, under y and | 
ſatan. The Lord well knew that none in heaven 
or earth} but himfelf, could redeem us from our 
chraldom and bondage, and that we muſt for ever 
be held in chains of divine vengeance; -unleſs? he A 
engaged in this gracious and merciful undertaki ing. 
What then is our inquiry ? Shall we aſk further 
how was Chriſt given? Tis anſwered into the 
hands of law and juſtice for us and in our ſtead.— 
Were we become the ſubjefs of a polluted nature? '2 
Chriſt takes upon him our nature, and is born | 
for us immaculate and ſpotleſs; yea beyond the com- 
mon courſe by which the children ofmen derive their 
exiſtence, Luke i. 35. Rom: viii, 23. Are we in 
our preſent ſtate incapable of that obedience the 
law requires? Chriſt engaged to fulfil all righteouſ- 
- nels for us, Pſabhs xl. 7, 8. Are we fallen under 
tie infinite diſpleaſure of him that created us, have 
we run in debt to divine juſtice ten Bn, 
- talents, and have nothing to pay ? What love! What 
merey and ee doth our Lord cope Mo 
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Lake x6 Xl}, i 60s J; have a bapyiſms. bi de rhaplized. * 
and hu am I ſtraitene until it be accompliſhed, And 


that it was accompliſhed,. his reſurre diem and aſ. 
cenſgm into the holieſt of all. for us abundantly 
prove; for as;who, never ſhould haye been able 
10. havę delivered ourſelves. from hell and the 
grave, „hut have remained the awful captives 
thereof : to eternity i. Nay, the reſurtection of 
Chriſt enſures a greater deliverance, viz. A) ſpiri- 
ual reſurreqtion from the grave of ſin to newneſs 

of life here, the ſure prelude to an entire deliver- 
ance hereafter; not only from hell and: the grave, 
but from the very exiſtence of ſin itſelf, that evil 
which: is che cauſe of all miſery. If Chriſt be ſo 
great a gift as. before deſcribed, yes infinitely 
tranſcending all deſcription, the goſpel then muſt 
contain, i innumerable divine gifts in conſequence 
of the gift „ viz. the gift of pardon, Epſieſ. 
3. . Co p fete. righteoufneſs, 2 Cor. v. 21. 
Peace with and from God. Micah : v. 5˙ Rom. Var n 

and xv. 13. . Of) Joys. Kon, v. 11. Xv. 47. Vic- 8 
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Nay, 124 git of all 1 F Epic * 3. 
And not only of ſalyation i in life, but alſo in death; 
nat in time only, but alſo, in eternity, Phillip. iv. 
19. Heb, xiii. 5. Jolm xvii. 20, 24. Hoſea xili. 14, 
And in fine the gift of God himſelf, viz. the. di- 
vine Father to be our Father, Gal. iii. 26. And 

- the Holy Spirit for every bleſſed end, both A. 


time 


me anTereinkty, Gul Ri. 14. Von iran. 


Romans, We ſhall Toon be informed of this matter. 


Bon, but defrvered him up for us all, how an 
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ing ſo fich üs the treafure of the golpeh und ſack | 

the Meſſing thereof, we-come dext te ue By 
whom fuck ine timable benefits are provided. 1 
e attend to our Lord's werd, Jabm iii. 16. 27% 
and to che declaration uf the apoſtle Phuf, in the 
8th chapter and gad verſe of his epiſſle to ih- 


For be who is truth ſelf acquaints Nieodemm 
in theaforccited paſſage, that Golfolovedthe _ | 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 


Sbedsever believerh in him, ſhould not perth bet 


have «everlaſting Hife. And the apoſtle in the 
chapter 'and verſe abovementioned "aſks ſuch 2 
qpreſtion, which no one will deny to de tanta 
mount thereto, © He that fpared not His own 
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SS FS + 


- ; Batpyy on tl them, it rela tes not! to ſuch, "neither i is 
ee 1 ſible þ for perſons! unconverted tc to em brace: the 
vine 


FL Wi 

. If obſeryations of. f. this s kin nd be 
REY : . It. | [cs 
conclu ivy hat at conſiry ion may we put on verſes 


1 * AK eee ts not, U God bach 


272 1 1 Es 37 1 1 1 f * 105 


85 made kim a liar oli he beter not the. 
5. pdthis is, the 


record e 8515 gays 5 bis Son. 
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record, that « God hath. given. to us eternal life, | 


i nen! IX. n 


and,this: life. is in bis Son.“ Is the meaning here 
A he that, hath already believed, 1 not 


ow believe hath made bim a liar ? But the ex- 


f * is.! pot doth, but hath made him, a Har, and 


9 faith, but. them who are void of. this grace; ; be- 


fides the grace of God i in the hearts of his people, | 


prevented not by -1 natural obſtruktions, never ſuſ- 
pends its operations totally, but only may be as 


natural life in a man under a fit of apoplexy, in 


| whom though there be-no external, yet are there 


ſome internal indications thereof. Is, this there- | 
fore be not the meaning of this paſſage, may we 


ſuppoſe the intendment to be as follows? v viz. 


be chat believeth | not that God hath given to his 
| people 


pears to reſpect not thoſe who a are in A ſtate of 
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people. A lte, .hath made him a lar. . ut 

is expoſitian correſpond with the 
100 Ws TT Theſe things bave I 3 5 > 
on the name of the Son n.of God, 


| ot the fallowi maktions — 
we pot ng nt ” Was TG 
MH 7 55 be berg the childrep of | 
oſen ? Win dis belief that che gilt | 
| * EY Nice = a3 beftowed on the a at $ and 
- ancientfaints, ar that | 


ak God's 5 people « at e | 
to favored, : argue the perten ſo believing g.to have 


the 1. d i a ? FX, fo. 107 contex po runs 


ee are 1 and are ſaid 105 5 15 
igth quoted ve, to have eternal life, But if | 
ff neither of the above conſtruQtions are, 'Or can be 
the genuine interpretation of this par "of facred 
writ, may we conclude that the fixth t fixth verſe e is the 
key thereunto ? The apoſile f in the verſe © preceg- 
ing aſks the following! important queſtion : 1 2 Who 
is he that overcometh the world, but he that 'be- 
lieveth that t Jeſus i is the Son of God 5 That i, q 
that hath fo overcome the world, a8 neither by i its 
fromns, or ſmiles, to be alienated, either i in 
heart or life from God. Can any ſuch he found 1 
but they who ſo cordially believe that Chriſt is 


the : Meſſiah, as to believe on uy for faying pur- ; 
poſes? wr 


Ca io, th XI 
poſes ? Ten he adds in che fixth vers, . "Hits 
is he that dame by water and blodd, een Jeſus | 
Chrift; "not by "water Gly,” bite by ater and 
blood” And it is the Spirit "that beardth witneſs. s, 
becauſe the Spirit is truth“ As. much 4s if the | 
apottle kad Taid, his is the conferrated and ap- 
pointed Savior of mankind „tommiffoned by his 
80 Father, as teſliſted at his baptirm, Mat. 
| 1. 11 45 alfs by water and blobd cöming forth 
a Bis bene at his erucifitibn, Aesch ng 
| \yinbolically the purification he brought in, both 
from the teen and guilt of fin, according to. 
the "types 'of the legal wathings with "water yy 
blood ; "whoſe "miediatorial” Chäratter Wis after- 
watts atteſted by the Holy Spirit, both in his mi 
raculous and Taving 6perativns : or Hr purport 
are the two following verſes, declaring the divide 
teſtimony both ih heaven and 6h1"edtth to the 
| miſſion, authority and füſßelency of Chit a8 k 
mediator between an infinity holy and Hghtecus, 
but offended God, and guitry, finful, and wreeched 
men; declaring in the fabſequent verfes, that ut 
or any who come to, and embrace the Savior by 
faith, in conſequence of this divine teſtimo ny, 
they as the immediate fruits and effetis f Tuch a 
faith, poſſeſs through the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, the divine withieſs within them. Büt they 
that come not to Chriſt for falvation, and do not 
truſt in him for that Fre make Cod a liar, 
Ts Either - 


cerning the miſſion, 6-5 . 5 8. ; JUSHICH= 
ency of Chriſt to ſave 3911 in relation tothe 5 
Promiſes of acceptange ;through: im. Fr rom all 
which it may irrefragabiy he deduced, that. If the | * 1 
who hear the goſpel, angd-come not unto Chriſt, 
rejet the c divine teſtimony, : and are guilty. of the 1 
Gn gr making God a. liars. the imputation. of this 
| fin unto them for the above neglet, nec ne neceliarily 
I implies that, the. goſpel © call .is unlimited, ande ex. . 
| cepts none who fit under. ins found, whether they 
can believe it or not. To ſay that any among 
| whom the Solpel is preached. are prohibited from 
enibracing i it, is not of the fame 1 import as to fay 
& they cannot. Tis gne thing to aver that a man is 
forbidden to embrace ebe fal ation ſet forth, and | 
another t to declare be vill not accept it. Sure it 
is that the hardened finner, the ſelf-righteons | 
Phariſee will not come to Jeſus ; but doth it fol- 
low, from thence that they a are not invited, N and 
that their guiltis not abundantly more aggravate = 
by their, refuſal 7, To; diſtinguiſh. aright 1 in this 
matter is of great importance to the awakened J 
ſoul. Are ; not, the impediments in the; way. .of | 
ſuch built entirely on a ſuppoſition: they are not 
invited, 2 Could they repent; could. they. be 9 
truly ſorry for their ſins, and demonſtrate - it by 
their condukt, they then could believe the goſpel 
meſſage was to them. If ſuch be told, that, they 


(«3 3 
ate not to be accepted for any works cher that 
they have done or may do, yet they will 
conblude thut ridge To yreat atid glorious: Ae 
boſpel contains; ure only lehr 16-thoſe Wo Be. 
Bere, but as for hett. part hey cantiot?" kf the 
F the fubjects of tis grüce, 
they 920 might heſitate no | 
the g Ee as iu dy py 9 9 
thereof 2 faith, and {2 co 8 
be the perſons whom the Lord ca of 
dleſfings ſo ineſlimable and — All This 
evidentlymnaniſeſts that. it is natural to thꝭ human 
heart 0 ſcek-for ſome worthineſs or qualification, 
either from ourſelves or the Lord, in order to 
embrace the meſſage of his goſpel 4. da we be 
WGArinally perfi ſuaded, that the call ther reof is not | 
to All, e the heart is ſhut erer . it, 
concluding we are os perſons who are excluded, 
ihereſore cannot embrace it as a free ſalvation 
Judging wearenot rightly eircumſtaneed to accept 
it. Whether this be not of great moment who 
can doubt? Is it not fo to the real chriſtian, , both 
in temptation and on a dying bed? Are ſuchfure, 
that when inlthöſe circuſmſtances their evidences 
vill be clear? Suppoſe” they are not, tell them 
then that the Lord's call is limited, what is the 
conſequence ?_ You ſtab them to the yitals,. you 
cut off all hope, « evidences they baye, none, and 
therefore Ps ſee 1 no way for truſt or expe&ta- 
* tion. 
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pe Come]. 


tiqn., But on the contrary, if the goſpel al be 
univerſal, certainly it is free, or gracious. ] The 


: freedom and univerſality pf 1 


| muſt ſcand or fall ogrihayts,jchp. latter he denied, 
che former. is rejected.. his aſſertion is Juſt, | 


Vill appear from the following woe * 
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” Fick That God 8 "Ye ling grace i is not mani. 
fefted* 65 the objekts thereof, before the e golpel | 
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Secondly, God s people are not jo one parti 
cular character in their natural ſtat but as var. 
ouſſy cireumſtanced, and as differently inclined | 
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Third, That th the lay, & God, as . 5 [ 17 | 
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 proyes of them, previous to theix effetual calling. 1 
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as it doth of others. . 
©'Fourthly, *Confciente property ealight6nel he- 


Maths not to reprove them, more than it ae 


pos 'who are Tens 2 e nüt e 
re % Jil ! O88 er 
| F447 1 . Main et 


3 a.” Tbat no man dare, 9 he i is re- 


: probuted, who .hath, 10H Hema the unpar- 
een ee 516 ths: e l 


' Firſt, That God's z efting grace is not man- 


feſted to the objetts thereof before the "goſpel 
11 wy meſſage 


1 8 3 


meſſage be embraeed is obvious; becauſe it is the 
only met God hath appointed to lave ma 
-Werenordhtheſorivhddatghters of Allain in <qually 
fallen in him their firff head; one might have a 
better ground of hope chan another ; but if all 
| bring: the ſame corrupted” nature into the world, 


and are equally involved in the guilt of his firſt 


rranſgreſſion, by ' wikit"drgument' can any of the 
human ſperies prdve that he hath an intereſt in 
che Lord's everlaſting and eledting love (conſider- 
ing himſelf only as one of the fallen offspring of a 
degenerate root) more than an inhabitant of the 


vilds of America, or à native of the *Mogull . 


empire. "is eruc/it may be known by effectual 
calling, Rom. viii. 30. Moreover, whom tit did pre- 
deflinate, ihem he 'alſo called': but who wilt affert, 
that thiv'ſpecial-calling: cometh through the moral 
law? Doth not Paul, or rather the eternal Spi- 
rit of truth by him deelare, Rom. fi. 20, by the 
deeds of the law no fleſh ſhall he juſtified in che 
fight of God? But if they be of the law ho are 
not juſtified, they certainly are not called, and 
conſequently ſuch canhot know they are elected; 
or have the leaſt hope concerning it, 'but through 
another diſpenſation, to which they are yet ſtran- 
gers reſpefling any divine operation it hath had 
hitherto upon them. Therefore it will follow, 
that unleſs the grace: which cometh by the goſpel, 
be communicated i in a ſovereign way and manner 


11 8 . 


N T4 without 
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embrace the golpe}, meſſage, appears from 
18+ 34 Wen . Wholoever, ſhall: call, upon the | 


E. 1 


without the.goſpel, the ele of God,cannot now = 
their elektion before they embrace its meſſage; | 
and ig de ſp-they. certainly, have mo warrants un, 
ſeſs the. Lord: 8 call be, to all, that hear.or read. 1 it E 
That they ganngs know their eee | 
POW A 


Name of the, Lord, Jhall. be, ſayed: wiſhall they 
call on him in y ham they hahe nor, helieyed? 
And boy ſhall they believe in him gf whoon they 


have nog;heard:2 Andihoy ſhall they. hear with. 


out a preacher? Ang how ſhall they preach, ex- 


they be ſent a As 16 5 * rinnen, how, beautiful. are 
* feet of them that preach the goſpel of peace, 


and;brivg glad tidipgs of good things l. Seeing 
meg the golpel call muſt;be. belieyed, and em- 
braced, ere a Man can peſfelt the bleſſings it ſet 
forth and diſplays, ng one though. eleſted can ſay 
he is warranted. to believe 3 it, unleſs he knows his 
eleQion, or. is. perſuaded. this divine, call extends 


to all whohear i it. 11 be he not perſuaded, either 


of his, .clegian, or of the uniyerſality of the x oſpel | 
call, he ſuppoſes ſome legal righteouſneſs whereby 

be differs from others (though not. by nature, yet 
by pragzico) gives him ſuch an authority, which 
; ſuppoſition evidently | contradigs., the, following 


paſſages, Gal. v. 9, 4, 5. Rom. ix. 31. which! de- 
klare ſuch a one cannot eſteem the r decken 
of to, be free and gracious, i bels inn un, 0 


[ 
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„ Secondliys⸗ .Gad's,cholen people are not in their 
natural tate of one particular character, but, are 
mſtanced ond Gifferentinglined 


| as the mandel. cif 4. 0 et! Zandt. Ji ty 4 1 
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doubt 1 A f 4 fel ne perſon O 2 the” fir # 
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we OR 6 mau in the'pol. 
„Fee Ws Amifz FL 8. 75 851. 
pe | appears to e bf a Fl mila 5 ; , yet have \ we 
no reale to here, be wnac ed 1b race, Mark | 
. 4: ; * Ri 17 len 
ix. 20. 40 the e 3 340 ſt verſe. g ee n a pecu- 
liar cha laber of licentiouſne 


urity 4D 
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ſen fro by everlaſtin ng : ay veliet © merey "6k 
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*. 9. Vii. 47. but. 1 "have | no deal oF 


conclude 10 'concerving the dau hter of Hero 

\ Mate xiv. and eginning. * Zatcheus we are 255 
by the Lord FR was a ſo Yr on c of  Abrahain, and 
therefore falvation was Lane to his Hoi uſe, Luke 

Aix. 9, but 0 our Lord does not {6 affirn bt det 
all 8 — Publicans ; ; and thit he might for __ 
deſtroy, or at leaſt filence' the vain pretenfions 
the human heart, (io which it is natural to . 
for falyation on the bottom of Tome legal righte- 
 ouſneſs, either internal or external) 0 virhout 
relerve aſſures the phariſees then preſent, "Matt. XxI. 
31 ta that publicans and. harlows went into the king. 
= of God before them. * If therefore » we ſuppoſe 
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one natura man 1s more likely to be of the elec- 
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i dom of grice han ahdther, we! certainly have: 
warrant 0 fa it is the felf- righteous ;'and if any 
Will arm it is the licentions, let ſueh take heed 
leſt they think lightly of ſin, inſtedd' of eſteetning 
jt, as it really 1 is, diametrically oppoſite to the in- 
finite purity | of an y and juſt God. 1 Hepes 
then let ſuch acknoy edge "their, i 1 norance,, nd 
confeſs that his Ses love is, and will be, 
ever a ſecret, event the ab jetts thereof, untl 
the evidences of e e eau calling declare i it, 2 Pa. 
13 3˙ to verſe 11. which is not maniſeſted by the 
lav, or any y legal erformances for the procure. 
ment of the divine favor; but by the p power of 5 
Spirit's grace | throu h the revelation uo promi 
of, the goſpel. For. as the apoſtle ſpeaks to the 
A believing Hebrews, chap. vii. 18. to the 21ſt veris T 
, Fs. are not come unto che moupt, | that might 
be, muched, and that burned with fir fire; nor unto | 
blackneſs and darkneſs, and tempeſt and the 
ound of a trumpet, and the voice of words : : "but 
| ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city | 
of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and J 


17132 


to an innumerable company of angels, verſe 2 24 | 


$0453 


and to Jeſus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and t to, the blood of ſprinkling, chat ſpeaketh bet. 
ter things than chat of Abel.” 8 S0 it may be ſaid 
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ga every true chriſtian at the preſent time. Naw 
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then neither ſelf- -righteouſneſs, nor  licentiouſne s 


| [810191 219 
charaterize God' v eledt before calling, nor do any 
| natural 


* 


[ 119 J | 
natural. diſpoſitions, by Which one differs; from 
another itt not holdneſs, or timidity armth 
or meekneſa ; 10 wiſdom, or fallyn prudence, or 
xaſhneſa, which flow from N natural. Saiten ien 
diſcover the great myſtery, Defh,ngt N PHN I 
they that ſſome that are of thoſe. different tempeps 
haye. been, made;;;jpartakens aof) Chriſt., and 
truly ſeg the Lord, whilſt; multitudes refpeQuvely 
peculiata for theſe ſeyeral- .charafters,jare.;totally 
igvoram of the moſt intereſting rrutha off the gol 
pel, and apparently have; not tibet fan, f- God 
before their eyes? has. holdneſs in a Luther! 
Timidity in a Melandton I, Vet both appointed by 
God as choſen veſſels/ of merey,; and; likewiſe re- 
markable inſtruments to manifeſt; the exceeding 
richesof hisgrace. And though theſe inſtances ware 
in times paſt, yet as it was then without doubt it is 
ſtill he ſame now. If then neither ſelf-righteouſ- 
neſs, libertiniſm, nor any natural tempar can, or 
ought· to give any man the leaſt hope ;reſpeRing 
his ſalyation; is it not manifeſt that.the goſpel ; 
call is49;eyery one to vhm it comes ? A not; no 
individual hath. a right to acceptit, and therefore 
inſtead of; ãts being free, it will _— the 
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"Thirdly, The law of God "dif pproves a as 3 
of the eſed chemſelves, previoust to their, effectual 
calling, a as it | doth of others. 5 


* 8 
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be with reſpeck te heart a INE} without the vpe- 
rations 6f the divine Spifit, thtougk the law on 
his cnfcrence, 10 will aοIher. Whatever legal | 
repefitings maße be effased in & by the lite | 
diViiedgent there wi be the fame efetiproducel | 
in anothier Gan the MAWIK now ny y"afferenee; | 
| but ecdiding 2e Me ec broughe thr Teie | 
it is; it vill: appreve or Gffapprove'ſuitable-to-the 
deren ee Ane ee eee Hſe of the 
| da, Either! in heart 6r-Mife, {Be ths agen 
— ne may! This chir Gilly be aid Tepe 
ats ttitarally ebnHEie feu, but ile r from 
whence they re Temotely, andthe mdtives from | 
_ avhichthey nerd mmediatelyſpring, dhe divinelay | 
cannot juflify ker i whole! or in pay] d ud to 
denominats ate ufer rer his acta pleaſing 40 | 
god. For it 1v6quires Belt Ia full ſutisfu tion bor. 
im atreudy: committed j(that originalipurity of na- 
ture which Adam before his fall Poſſeſlal, ande ve 
ini him, Asthe root of all ur thoughts, affections, | 
_ iniclinativins, words and dactions: and therefore 
Vill-net, hor cannot took with a favotabls aſped, 
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either upon us, or our aftions, Jo asl to give us 
the leaſt expeRation of the divine favor: it is 
not within Its ſphere, yet nevertheleſs i if its Lord 
and ſovereign be pleaſed | to accept of 4 ſurety, 
who will fully ſatisfy for all the debis incurred 


unto, and amply fulfil all the requirements which 
divine 
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deins juſtie'demaids," . will be contented; yet 
vill not the law feek any Tuck: ſurety, keeping its 


eye conſtantly upon d ed, "the voice thereof. 
is pay me What thou ot. 5 Here we may take 5 


notice of a difficulty” chat Atiſes, which is, if the 


Lord from eternity choſe his is people in Chriſt 1 
and he in the eternal covenant ' became their 


ſurety, how can "they in the divine ſight | be conſi- E x 


dered under the law in time, if his ſuretiſhip was 
accepted for them 7 In anſwer to which it t may be 
obſerved, that they are openly y and manifeſtatively 


under the law, ſin, arid g guilt, and all the conſe- 


quences of the breach + the firſt covenant in 
Adam. And though in the divine mind the 
threatnings and denunciations of the law are ſu- 
perſeded, yet cannot his people be juſtifed indi- 


vidually, until what is ſecret with the Lord is 


openly declared, which, were it _poſfi ible to be 
prevented, the law would not be appealed, 'but 
with their everlaſting deftruftion. The law of 
God cannot but juitify the people of God collec- 
_ tively conſidered, ſeeing i it has long been declared 
chat for them Chriſt engaged, was given in pro- 
miſe, publiſhed in types, foretold of in prophecy, 


at length was incarnate,” and finally was offered. 


Moreover as Truth itſelf has affirmed, that when 
the Lord died, roſe, and aſcended, his people 
died, roſe, and aſcended, the divine ler can have 
nothing to lay againſt them ſo conſidered, ſeeing 
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what was foretold | in prophecy has been ful aac cl 
Tſaiah li. 21. The Lord #s nel pleaſed for is nile. 
oufneſs' fake,. he will magni/ 

honorable, Vet whether t 


proclaimed i in the court. St ge 
a dubious and obſcure: that yl the! ere is r o be. | 
confirmed by Luke xv. 7 7: Ja unto 2 likes | 
Alſo by 1 | Pet. i. 12. & Unto whom jt yas. revealed,, 
| that not unto. themſelyes, but unto, us they. | 

| miniſter the things which are now reporied unto, 
you by them, that haye preached, the goſpel ang 
you, with the Holy Ghoſt. ſent down from PAR | 
ven; which things the angels deſire. to look. i into.“ 
At appearing from theſe af fages of divine truth, 
that what the an els are acquainted yith relative. | 

to God's people. in time, they learn from the 
things tranſacted on earth : therefore it is very, 
probable, that the firſt declaration of God, that. 
this, or that individual is Juſt, through: the merits, 
of Chriſt, is made in the ſouls. of his people, by 
his Spirit. However that they were before this 
ſegretly the objets of his love, and chat the Lord 
did regard them as thoſe for whom the, Lord Jeſus, 
was to ſatisfy, andi in the fulneſs of time did indeed 
ſatisfy divine juſtice i in the behalf of, cannot well. 
be queſtioned: yet this will not authorize any one 
to lay he was eternally Jullifed, as the word juſtify 
| ; Wie 85 
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| fighifies—2 being declared juſt in 14805 edurt.— 
Aceording to this view of things, the law will not 
retract the leaſt" jot of its demands and require- 
ments, until it receives a mandate from an higher 
court, and in what way this is received, if not by 
he gofpel made effectual, by being brought home 
by the Spirit to the heart who can tell ? There- 
fore the goſpel call muſt be univerſal if it be 
free, feeing the law can afford no aſſiſtance either 

in a way of worthineſs or meetneſs. But it may, 
notwithſtanding all that hath been faid; be de- 
manded, what do the many portions of God's 
word concerning repentance intend, if there can 
be found no gracious act without the goſpel ? or 
at leaſt doth not the Lord require every one to 

repent, ere they he authoriſed to embrace Chriſt? 
In order to obviate this difficulty let us oonſider 
the ſeveral more important paſſages of God's 
word of this ſort ; OI to Winch it woes ” | 
ene We e eee 7 EPL ENS 
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F irſt, What repentance implies. 3. 5 LVL 


| Secondly, What ſource.” we my ſuppoſe ir 
wan from. e 7 
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Thirdly; What kindsiof 5 the word 
of God records. i 8-2 1 6 


Firſt, What doth repentance imply 7 
© > Certainly 
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Certainly t ſuppoſes the ſubjeſi thereof | 

ente for hĩs paſt offences, or endeavors 
to avoid art; increaſe of miſery. That 
Wege. knows any thing of the former, is not dif. 
ficultto determine. Ix is not an, whole life of 
| ſorrow and amendment ban atone for one ſingle 
offence; nay, could weß being entire ſtrangers to 
the goſpel, repent with all that purity of love to. 
God, that the. grace of the goſpel produces, yet 
would it not make ſatisfadtion for the leaſt of our 
paſt tranſgreſſions : but when ve conſider, that 
this is impoſſible, and that all legal r eee ä 

have no higher a motive than ſelf love, how can 
compenſation he made to zuſlice for the leaſt ini: 

duity paſt, by that-a@ which in its prineiple is a 
violation of the very eſſence; of that law, to which 
we. ſtand abliged;?; Are we not enjoined: to love | 
the Lord above ourſelses ? If ſo, no legal repent · 
ance gan ory. That man as a rational. 
creature, conſtious io having run deeply i in debt 
to divine juſtice, and convinced that the Lord | 
vill inflict on him the full demerit of his crimes 
and offences. may repent through fear all will 
allow: but ſurely ſuch a one can with propriety 1 
only promiſe himſelf thereby an avoidance of ac- 
cumulating that guilt, which would he the neteſ⸗- 
ſary conſequence of an unbridled and *Uncbn- 
ſtrained behaviour. But where is the man that 
can even command this? For ſuppoſe him ſtrip- 
| ped 


| L 1463 1 
ped of all his ſelf righteous pretenſions to future 
ſalvation and bleſſedneſs, and fully perſuaded that 
he is without all hope of eternal felicity, ſuch is 
the corrupt diſpoſition in the ſoul of every one, 
that he would loſe all patience, and that enmity to 
God which before lay dormant would begin to 
ſtir and rage againſt him: therefore tis evident, 
ſome falſe hope muſt ſupport the legal penitent, 
Hough it may be eye and uncertain. | 


| | Secondly, What bse: may we < oppoſe . 
| ance ariſes from. 
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That true e fuck! 52 A 
ches lem his grace is indubitable, if We com- 


pare the 23d and 24th verſes of the third chapter 10 


to the Romans together. Evident therefore is it 
that as grace is the ſource, the goſpel by which 
this grace is conveyed muſt be the means. Nay, 
all repentance toward God ſprings either from a 
true and ſpiritual perception of the goſpel, or from 
a falſe and deluſive apprehenſion thereof; what 
ariſes from the former may juſtly. be denominated 
a repentance, which needeth not to be repented | 
of; and the fruit of the latter (though the goſpel | 
be the occaſion thereof ) cannot but be a legal re- 
pentance, and may be ſo called, inaſmuch as * 
ariſes from an entertainment of the goſpel, through 
the conſtraint of the law in the conſcience, but 
not rightly received for want of ſpiritual light, 

8 | the 


* 


the ſubjebt being till under the Jaw, he: ca 


repentance the word of God recor 


anſwering toten in the Hebrew, and the latter : | 
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repent! but as one in that condition for a the 
fate is ſo Will the repentance he. Th _ 
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"Th third place let us inquire, 8 kinds of 
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* 
5 * * a 2 : 
i eee . 


| Toiinform ourſblvesthawsh; WI take but 


0 Me e, becauſe the apoſtle” Having in o 


portion of: ſcripture; made this grand; diſtinction 
of repentance into true and falſe, yiz. 2 Cor. vii, 
10. thereby -ſhewing that the former is from he 


grace of God in Chriſt apprehended by the power 
ol the Spirit through the goſpel ; and that the lat- 


ter, as it hath. no: ſuch _ 18 inſufficient tod 


dau or Ta or i e | This being 


concluſive, ve come therefore to what was voy 
poſed, W | 


# 4 J 4 k 4 » 
I 19 | 1 * 1 g 6 


a confider” ſome more firiking portions of 


| God's word relative thereto. : 
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The dearned eee much noiſsn concerailh 


the.original words [expreſſive of repentance, and 


divide the fame into j and nn : the firſt 


do : ; 
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to a which Gaſes he was converted, or ra- 
ther to mn tranſlated converjio,. Hanilentia, 


reverfio, nejponfio, but as it plainly appears that | 
the former is ſometimes uſed with relation to an 
evangelical repentance, hy the lacred penmen, it 
is ynwarrantable to build any points of dobtrine 
merely on the words; nevertheleſs, whoever 
vill ſcrutinize. into the original of the Old and 
New Teſtament, will find that the latter is almoſt. 
D reſs a gracious and thorough 
change of the ſoul, and that 5 n is but | 


uſed. conſtantly, to ex 


rarely choſen for that purpo 


| The word repentance is led with abe to the | 
kr peöple in a ſtate of grace,” 2 Cor. vii. "Os 


"Alfo in relation to charches before approved | 


of by Chrif, though in fome things reprehevlible, | 


Rev. i fi. g: In. 3, 19.” "This: affetts not the matter 


IMG In other places i it is ſo uſed as apparently ; 


doth not imply the poſteriority of faith, and con- 


ſequently cannot be inferred to exiſt without the 


goſpel, as Mark vi. 12. Luke xili, g. 3. being excite- 


ments to embrace the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the 


ſalvation he was to accompliſh : : this appears by 
comparing Mark i. 4. John did baptize in the 
wilderneſs, and preach the baptiſin of repentance, 
for the remiſſion of fins.” Alſo Luke iii. 3. Ads 
xiii. 24. with As xix. 4. Then ſaid Paul, John 
verily baptized: with the baptiſin of repentance, 
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; caving! unto the Poster that 4 ſhould beet 4 


on him which ſhould come after him, that is, vn 
Chriſt Jeſus.” For it cannot be ſuppoſed thatthe" 
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cc 


nature of John's baptifm was fach as not to re- 
quire faith, but rather ſuch faith from 'wherice' | 
true repentance immediately floys. According { 
to moſt expoſitors Mark i. 15. repent, and be. | 

lieve the goſpel, relates to the change of the dit. 
penfation: of this ſentime 
of his dontemporaries. Dr. Gußſe thus pataphric' 
ſes :!—« The Jewiſh rites are ſoon to ceaſe, and a 
dom is to be ſet up: at- 


nent is Grotius, and many 


ſpiritual and holy kingdo 
cording therefore io the deſign, and by the grace 
of this kingdom, which gan never be moved, 


repent of your violations of God's law; and of all a 
falſe confidences in yourſelf, and embrate the 
bleſſed doctrine of ſalvation, by believing in me, | 


as made known therein, for the remiſſion of your 
ſins and obtaining eternal life.“ Dr. Gills ex. 


poſition of this place is as follows:.“ He called 
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cc 
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them to repent, not only of Heir former ſins, 7 
but of their bad principles and tenets; con- 
* cerning a temporal kingdom of the Meſſiah, con - 
cerning merit, and free will, juſtification by 
the works of the law, and ſalvation by their 


obedience to the ceremonies of it, and the 
traditions of their elders: theſe he exhorts 
them to change their ſentiments about, and to 


relinquiſh them, and to give into the goſpel 


ſcheme, which proclaims liberty from the la, 
£5 peace, 


. 


r 


peace, pardons and. nighttanbies ib Chriſt, 
4 and ſalvation and eternal life hy the free grace 
of God. Cameron the great reformer in France 
taking the word repent in this paſſage to import a 
gracious diſpoſition God- ward, the prbdutt of an 
unfeigned love, obſerves, that though in many 
places in ſacred ſeripture it is put prior to faith, 
as if, it were the ſource thereof declares, that it 
amounts to no more, than if any one ſhould ex- 
hort another to take care of his health, afterward : 
J ſubjoins, confide in, or believe ihe phyfician, in- 
tending that the way to recover health was rſt to 
a to the doctor, tris: 112 are as pe 
6 n. 8 5 
« refpiſeentiom ule eſe prioven; aun ſepemumera fit 
ut inter loguendum ſinem modo» fines. praponamus, et 
*. conſequens antecedenti: veluti fiquis- dicat, cura ul 
11 valeas; et crede Medico, cum tamen medico an te 
„en eren, ut ſanilatem et priſtinam valetudinem 
« recuperemus.”, What hath been gbſerved on the 
ſcripture laſt quoted, will ſerve as. acomment on 
the paſſages following, v viz. Matt. iii. 2. iu. 17, 
Acts xvii. 30. xxvi. 20. \Nevertheleſsif it be ill 
alledged, that repentance is by theſe-portions,of 
God's word intended as A prerequiſite to faith, and 
that the repentance therein ſpoken; of, is the fruit 
and effeR of ſpecial grace, though. ĩt hath, not the 
goſpel for its object, but the law it is anſwered, 
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it cannot be evinoed to be of any avail; even tu the 
ſubjed poſſeſſing this grace, unleſs ſuitable fruits 
attend it, which if maintained, then is a man 
ſaved by the law, and not by the goſpel, by 
works; and not by Chiiſt. That the fruits are 
neceſſary to evidence its reality will appear from 
Mate. il. 8. Luke iii. 8. and 4fsxxvi. 20. Indeed 
our Lord ſays, Matt. ix? 13. I am not come to 
call the righteous, but Gnners: 'to-repentance- | 
(ſimilar thereto are Mark ii. 171 and Lule v. 32) 
on which Dr. Gill judieiouſſy remarks, that the 
occaſion thereof is contained in the eleventh 

verſe of the ſame chapter,—** And when he 
Phariſees ſaw it, they ſaid unto his diſciples; why 
eateth your maſter. with OT and ſinners.” | 
Verſes 12th and 1igth. But when» Jeſus: heard | 
that, he faid unto them, they that be whole need 
not a phyſician” but they that are ſick,” but go ye 
and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy | 
and not ſacrifice, for I am not come to call, &c.“ 
From whence it appears that the above ſcripture 
relates to the internal, as well as the external call 
of the goſpel, ſeeing that he the divine publiſher 
thereof had power both to preach, and render that 
preaching effectual. The Doctor's expoſition is, 
| Viz. The perſons called to this are not the 
* righteous; meaning either ſuch who are really 

te ſo, becauſe theſe are already called to it, though 
1 we in a ſtate of 9 daily need the 
6 exerciſe 


) 
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had pow! 
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10 esreile of this grate ; or rather fuch'who are 
1 ſo in their o opinion,” and in the fight of men 
« only, Hot in the fight of God, which was the 
«. cafe of the ſeribes ard pbariſees, and very few 
« of theſe vel called und brought to repent- 


« ahee ; but fintiers, even the wort, and chief 
« of ſinners, Who as they ſtand in need of this 


grace, and rden thoroughly convinced, fee 
_ «(they do; ſo Ohriſt came into this vorld- 4 k 


prophet and e of the word, to call thettr 
« to it: which call of td does not foppolt they 
ur to reßen t of themfelves, for tis man 
e has not? HE is naturally blind, and does tot 
„bee fih ; bis heart is Rard, ind odcurate, and 
© etill his eyes are opened. and his ſtonßy heart 


taken Way by a ſuperior power "tb: hib on, 
he will never repent; ehowgh * he may have 


«ſpace; yet if he has not grace given bim, he 
vil remain impenitefit. Ne means Will bring 
him to it of themſelves; neither the moſt ſevere 
* judgments, nor the greateſt kindneſfes, nor 
« the m6ft powerful mhiniflry ; repentance id En- 
* tirely a free gift ; nor does the call of Chriſt 
ed imply the contrary ; which' may be conſidered 
« either as external, as & Preacher of the word, 
and as ſuck was not always attended to and ef. 


0 ' feQual, but often lighted and rejected; or as 


ce internal, being by tlie power of his grace * 
ce * feftual ; for he who ralted to repentantce, as a 


K 2 „ miniſter 


0 


L 32 } 
1 miniſter. of the word, as a prince and a ſay 
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% way, able to give it;, and which none but, a, di · 
1 vine perſon is able to do. Noyxiſince this was the. 
« end of his coming into the world, his conduct. 
g in conyerſing with: publixans and ſinners was in 
« « all reſpes highly to be guſtified. Taking this 
portion of divine. writ in, the, view, now ſet forth, 
it cannot be produced as an authority to limit the 
goſꝑeh call; for wherein lies the difference between 
the, phagiſee and publican if both, be ſo whole in 
their gun eyes, as to.rejeAighe: remedy?, But thai 
this. Was, and ſtill 1 18 the, caſe We. -hav: .NO room to 
doubt. „Are we not diyingly informed that the 
Son of God came unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him not ? John i. 11. and doch not the 
prophet Iſaiah cry out, chap. li. 1. Who hath be- 
lieved our report, and 10 um is the arm. 7 the Lord 
revealed ? If chis be A fad, it is beyond all con- 
roverly. that. the gaſpel call, teſtimony. or witneſs; 
is obligatory on all who providentially. are, though 
not. ſpiritually, yet in a rational way, acquainted: 
| therewith, And as repentance: is the manifeſta- 
tion, fruit. and effect of an holy principle, yea 
as it is a turning from an hatred to a love of God: 
from an averſion to the commands, inſtitutjons, 
and people of God, to a delight and complacency in. 
them; the goſpel then calls on ſinners, dead in . 
their 3 and treſpaſſes, which voice they will. 


bear, when thera through the Spirit has done 
its 
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its office on their conſcienee to return te Cod, by 
faith in the atonement and xightequſneſs af Jeho- 
vah Jeſus, att a. maſt loving Father, for: all that 
grace neceſſary to producę ſuch a; repentance, 

provided that the ſame divine agent before; ſpo- 
ken of, as. a ſpirit, of. faith, attend his ovn call. 
with power unto the heart. This is clear from 
the 12th, and. 1 th verſes, following. % But as 
many as received him, to them gave he power to 
become, the; ſons of, God, even to them that be- 

lieve on his name: which-were born, not of blood, 
nor of che Jl of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God. And for a further proof, that this 
call e ee the divine Spirit will 

be ineffe qual, add to the above what Truth itſelf 
declares, Malt. xx. 46. Many be called but fem cho- 
. ſen. Repentance, as expreſſed in Luke xv. 7. is 
not to, be; conſidered prior to faith, as mentioned 

in 2 Tim. ii. 25. In meekneſs inſtruſting thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth, Beza expounds thus: The: true know- 
6 ledge: of the true God in the-golpel, diſtin- 
66 guiſhed from, that which is natural.” Obſerve 
Dr. Guyſe on the place: — In hope (ſays he) 
* that God may in due ſeaſon. convince them of 
« their errpr, and. bring them to a ſenſe of the 
evil and danger of perſiſting in it, and at length 
he n it, and ee and boldly profeſs 


che 
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« the truth us ft is in Jeſus,” T nett wi tay 
add a change from {ſpiritiial darkheſr and death” 
to a ſpiritual perception of the truth in the-golpel,”- 
that ia, ſuch as is produẽlive of alf thoſe vitaf ute 
peculiar to the Lords On people. Beza's obſer. 
vation and comment on Tul xxiv. 45 appear 
without exception: the repéntance und retiffon 
here expreſſed; ſays he,; i. & repertaftee and 
remiſon in conſequenee 6f\Thrift fpeaking ft 
the goſpel, and mazifeſting Hitnfelf” favitigly 7 
«for as he is in name ſo ihe in reality.” To 
which ſeripture As v. l it not diffiMiilar 
After Peter had recited his entrance amongft the I 
Gentiles, the occaſto and (hy What authbrity he 
went unto them, then the 'Brethren who Were of * } 
the circumciſion denn dete tings cried” out 
ſaying, Adds xi. 18. Them hath God aHo to the 
Gentiles granted repentance unto life,” that is, a 
living repentance, or what evidences ſpiritual life. 
For Dr. Gill on this place well obſerves, © It is 
e not by. repentance that men lee ſpirittany, but 
by faith in Chrift-Feſus,: though true repentance 
is an evidence of ſpiritttal life, and begins witli 
it. The following ſeripture relating to the 
point in hand appears rather more intricate.” 
Adds xx. 21. Teſtifying both to the Jews, and | 
alſo to the Greeks, tepentance toward God, 
and faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: oth if by 
repentance be intended a purpoſe of moral 
amendment 
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amendment through love; for this paſſage ſeems 


to be a deſeription of tlie order of the apoſtle's 


— Dr. Gill obſerves on this part of God's 
word, viz. Repentance toward God, and faith 
toward our Lord jeſus Chriſt. The former of 


theſe is not a legal repentance, but an evange- 


lical ane, which flous from a ſenſe of the love 
of God, and an application of pardoning grace 
and mercy, and is always attended with hope, 


at leaſt of intereſti in it, and as here with faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus. It lies in a true ſight and ſenſe 
of ſin as exceeding ſinful, being contrary to the 


nature and law of God, and a deformation of 
the image of God in man, as well as followed 


with dreadful and pernicious conſequences; 


and in a godly ſorrow for it, as it is committed 


againſt a' God of - infinite purity and holineſs, 
andiof love, grace: and mercy, and it ſhows 
itſelf in ſhame for fin, and bluſhing at it, and 


in an ingenuous confeſſion of it, and forſaking 
it: and the latter of theſe is not an hiſtorical 
faith, or an aſſent of the mind to whatſoever 


is true concerning the perſon, office, and grace 
of Chriſt ; but it is a ſpiritual act of the ſoul 


* upon him; it is a looking and going out to 
him, a laying hold and leaning on him, and 
* truſting in him for grace, righteouſneſs, peace, 
pardon, life, and ſalvation. Now theſe two 


were the ſum of the apoſtle's mizeſtry:; ; this is 
8 66 a 
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4 bene or compendium of it; 2 funf 
« ſound words held faſt and publiſhed by him.“ 
By theſe obſervations it is clear; that by/repent- 
ance here expreſſed the Doſtor intended a repent- - 
ance which is evangelical and not legal, which 
ſprings from ſome degree or meafure of true faith, 
and does not precede or go before it, and having 
ſhewn the nature of the apoſtle's miniſtry he ſub- 
_ joins © And as theſe twa:go together as doftrines - 
« in the miniſtry of the word, they go together in 
. the experience of the ſaints, where the one is 
* there the other is, they are wrought in the ſoul 
& at one and the ſame time, by one. and the ſame 
. hand; the one is not before the other in order of > 
« time, however it may be in order of working, or as 
to viſible obſervation; repentance is mentioned 
.* before faith, not that it precedes it, though it 
may be diſcerned in its out ward actꝭ before it; 
yet faith, as to its inward exerciſe on Chriſt, is 
full as early, if not earlier; ſouls firſt look to 
« Chriſt by faith, and then they mourn in tears 
of evangelical repentance, Zech. xii. 10. though 
« the order of the goſpel miniſtry is very fitly here 
\« expreſſed, which is firſt to lay before ſinners 
the evil of fin, ' and their danger by it, in order 
to convince of it, and bring to repentance for 
it; and then to direct and encourage them to 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, as in the caſe of the goaler, 
Acts xvi. 29, go.” What the DoRtor here in- 
8 tends 
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tends: by repentance. (unleſs legal repentance) ie 
uncertain 11iff no knowledge of the golpel, which. 
is true and genuine, preceded, how is it evangeli- 
cal d If theſe did; then the faith here mentioned 
probably antends. the faith of evidence. He adds 
4 Afid this 1s generally ſpeaking, the order and 
2 method in which the holy; Spirit proceeds, he 
_ 4 is firſt. a ſpirit of conviction and illumination, 
6 he ſſlews to ſouls the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin; 
« cauſes them to lothe it, and themſelves for it, 
e and humbles them under a ſenſe of it: and then 
« he is la, ſpirit of faith, he reveals Chriſt unto 
them as God's way of ſalvation, and works faith 
in them to believe in him. If by the illumi- 
nation here intended be ſuch, as in its nature is 
ſomething more than legal, provided we refer to 
the former part of this expoſition, and compare it 
with the latter, we may conclude the mean- 
ing of the Doctor in the words following; viz.— 
By revealing Chriſt unto them as God's way of 
« falvation, and working faith in them to believe 
in him,“ to be, a clearer revelation, and a 
greater degree of faith, than aforementioned.— 
Bexa's expoſition: ſeems to vary; he ſays, © By 
© repentance here is intended the' whole of- true 
** converſion unto God, and by faith in Jeſus 
% Chriſt, Chriſt the material, and faith the in- 
* ſtrumental cauſe of ſalvation.” Whatever be 
the real, true, A genuine meaning of this paſ- 
= - ſage, 
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fage, "tis hard to conceive that the apoſite preach 36 
to the Jews,” or to the 'heartben nations airegdoos Pg 
trine of repentance toward God, without giving 25 
ſome proper - encouragement thbreunto! It ap- 
pers that in ihis our fallen ſtate, ah amehdment 
ſprings from hope of mercy in the Divine Being 
either true or falſe; hich ſtripture example cor2 T 
roborates Jer. ii. 25. Tiere in na hope. Ne f 1 
] have loved ftbungers, und after them-tuil Igo. No t- 
imagine the apoſtle would doctrinally propoſe 4 
falſe foundation is inexcufable, ſeeing a preſump- T 
tuous hope is as di ſflonorable to God, as to be withe, | 
out any: ſor if the latter be a denial of his mercy; A 
the' former is a rejection of his truth, bolineſs | 
and juſtice. - Scripture teſtimony informs ua } 
Job viii. 19. that We hypoeticesihape mall periſh} 

- therefore to ſuppoſe that a'repentance which 
ariſes from an hope not truly founded on a Savior 
revealed in the goſpel ſhould be manifeſtative of 
ſpecial grace, is to deny our Lord's on decla- 
ration, John xiv. 6. I am the way, the truth, and 
the life : % man cometh unto the Father but by me — 


Indeed a well authenticated information of divine 


mercy to be obtained, obliges to repentance; calls 
upon the children of men to ſtop in the career of 
their ſins and tranſgreſſions: but though it ſo 
doth it will never have a genuine effett upon 

them, until the way wherein it is ſhewn is ſpiri- 


_ perceived and nn Every thing ; 
ö wort | 
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Mort of this engenders a falle-expeRtation which | 
conſequent on: the legal convictions of the divine 
Spirit, will ſet and prompt a-man te york, repent, 
and turn ( though not truly but in imagi ination) to 
; God, until he find through the further illumina- 
tion of that divine agent, that his hope i is ground- 
leſe, and his expectations are delufive ; 3 which 
will be immediately ſucceeded. by deſſ pair, if. the 
Lord through goſpel grace do not appear : there- 
fore without, doubt i in the ſcripture paſl: Lge now 
conſidered ide repentance there ſpoken of, [If | 
| evangelical myſt be viewed, as | the end ; and faith | 
toward the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the way 10 that end, 

| unleſs it be reckoned equiyalent 00 regeneration ; - 

or a change of mind from the J ewiſh diſpenſation 
in relation te abe Jews, or from the pagan religion | 
and worſhip j in reference to the Gentiles." Several | 
other parts of God's word treat of repentance, 
but as thoſe which have been already obſerved are 
the chief, we will omit. them. That wherein the 
repentance of Judas is recorded, ſerves to proye 
that the ſource thereof was not from a conſcience 
Purified, but only alarmed ; and that which re- 
cCorqds the repentance « of Eſau fhaws not his repent- 
ance to relate to the ſoul, and the things of ano- 
ther life, but to thoſe of time only. The fol- 
lowing paſſages, viz. Bam xxxiv. 18. I. a9. and 
Jeaial Ixvi. 2. appear to be' of the ſame import 
with Matt, v. 3: has bonſequently Rs ſub- 
Vi $341 1 e, 


jefts of the contritiän therein Nil to vel. 
due with grace, and therefore With feal faith ia 
ſome ſmall degree, though they! themſelves might 4 
judge otherwiſe: for it is not the perception of the 
inhabitation of this grace Which alojie charaQeri- 8 
zes the true chriſtian, but the poſſeſſion thereof, | 
whether diſcerned. by him ot not. With reſpe& 
to Iſai. Iv. 7. let it be compared wit Jer. XxXi.'19, | 
as alſo Join xiv. 6. and whatever diftciiſty may be 
conceived therein will diſappear, eſpecially if What | 
ſome have thought be true, viz. that it was proplietit f 
of t the converſion of the three thouſand by Peters 
ſermon, Atsii. 41 Having finiſhed thisinquiry con- 
cerning evangelical) repentance, it remains to be in- 
. veſtigated whether a legal one be not abſolutely s 
netellary previous to a belief on Chriſt through the 
goſpel. Touching this point we may obſerve, 
that it giyes no title, neither does it render the 
foul more meet to receive Chriſt; yet is it ſo far 
neceſſary, yea abſolutely neceſſary, previous to 
the grace of the goſpel, that no one will regard | 
the call thereof, before he be the ſubjeQ of fach 
repentance ; this hath been abundantly explained 
in the firſt part of this enquiry.—But 1 to return to 


| our general propoſitions, | 5 
| 1 5 


Fourthly, Confidanas 8 1 be- 
: . not to reprove the elect of God before cal- 
ling, any more than it doth.the reprobate, who 


are the ſubjects of ſuth illumination. 
This 


L *. 1 


This isnaturally dedueible from What has been 
Aesch obſerved concerning thk divine Taw diſap- 


proving of the eleft,* as well as others," ievidits - 


to their effeQtual calling. Jos: For if all wankind 
come into the worlll under the guilt of the firſt fin 
of their fœderal head Adam, are equally polluted 
in conſequence thereof, alike incapacitated, ei- 


tner to make ſatisfaction, or yield obedience to 
the demands and requirements of that law ; it 
will unavoidably' follow, that there can be no 
lawful authority for conſeience to conclude even 


of God's people in à natural ſtate, that juſtice 
regards them with leſs diſpleaſure, than thoſe who 
mall never be partakers of his' love; becauſe à le- 
gal ſtate is a ſtate of wrath, fin, and death, and 
through the law, no mercy, grace or ſtrength is 
communicated, foraſmuch as it is a way ſhut up 
and probibited. Now if any ſoul ſhould by a ſup- 


poſed conformity to its injunctions conclude the 


Lord regards it, with the leaſt degree of favor, as 
he does thoſe who are TER ity to a un! ac- 


is acceptable t to God, or or deere ese to render 


its perſon or his ways well pleaſing to the Lord, 
certainly draws an inference from fallacious princi- 


ples, and errs for want of greater: and clearer con- 
vickion of the law's demands and injunctions: for 


this error is through the blindnefs of the conſci- 


ence, which if properly informed would have 
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ſpoken, the language tas law itſelf, and given 
its verdict correſpondent. to the voice thereof, 
and no otherwiſe. . This is clearly. taught by the 
igth article of the Church of England. ö [orks W 
done before the grace of Chriſt, and the. - 
25 ſpiration of his Spirit are not pleaſant to God, 
„ forafmuch as, they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus | 
« Chriſt, neither do they make men meet to e- 
« ceive,grace, or (as the ſchool, authors ſay) de- 
t ſerve grace of congruity: yea rather for that 
hey are nat done as, God hath willed and com 
„ manded them to be done, we doubt not but 
they have the nature of fin.” — Tig certain | 
there is a yaſt. diſparity between the mor L and 
religious conduct of one natural man, and 7 
ther: and although the law may not, yeawill 8 | 
equally condemn all ſuch perſons, they heing nat 
in every reſpett violators alike of its injunctions 
and prohibitions, even materially conſdered; yet 
with relation to purity of motive and end, it will 1 
find all (void of the grace of God) wholly and en- "1 
tirely deficient. Hence it neceſſarily follows, 
that conſcience properly informed cannot give 
verdidt in favor of apy map in this ſtate, with ref- 
pet to any one action, word, thought, inclina- 
tion or affedion, ſo as to pronounce it pure and 
agreeable to the demands of the lav. Whereſore 
' the people of God uncalled have ne en bope 
ne ow! 5 g | 4 
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Fray, No man dare; Jay he, is reprobated,. 
who hath vn cm iu ther ente dn. 100 
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reignty rue ing the eternal 135 of the indivi uals 


mankind. Where is the heart which c; can re- 
liſh, it ? We may admit it into our Judginents, but | 
can we approve. thereof | ? We can Tearcely | think 
the Lord righteous in appointing | any to certain 
and endleſs miſery and puniſhment, unleſs. we 
ourſelves be not only the ſubjects of g grace, but 
are alſo conſcious thereof. - The natural heart 
militates againſt i it with all its power. Who are 
fo much hated in the world, who ſo deſpiſed and 
vilified, as the zealous defenders of this doctrine? 
Surely, were it not for a kind Providence, for the 
protection 


E 
- photeliott he Lord 10 pleafed exafford, obe bil | 


perſon would hot be permitted to remain in tu. 
world Men theref ore who, are eee 


FAC #40 151 71 1$:7\5\3.,8 


diſco! at nance this cat 1 args NO, the a= : 
op SO that th 59 hy diving — 1 1 far | 
18417 * N 110 $5! 1 50 N 6A PINEY 
are 0 


99 it, their principles El flit RG Fei ee 
« contrar . their 155 pes and 8 tions, arg. | 


2 7 
Tk [ ICN a founda atION,.. be ta mutter 5 7 


4 Af ” T1 27 are 211936; 1/4; 5 114 

| 5235 I 5 Wen ws nf OR. eſtce bore 7 

3 Rs 2 8 5 K argef 1 70 4 wit 15 . ] | 
15 eat t jeopsr Nu . 115 oF c Pot. 15 7 ba | 


cas 
bol 0 5 Ves, Are, 0 not 1 | 
N b 9 | 1 3+" 77 4444 
50 'will dar are e affirm this « that 55 "my ei 
en # . 1 
of th one or the 2 ola 


Doth p not t di 19 5 15 to _ 0 e 
teach 15 1 a the Lo b bach hat and doth 0 SE: 


2 210 99 
5 
| ally ſome O all Torts | *iF lo, no man any be 


authority to ſay 'of th he moſt noted'p pr Me gate, 


[1 
1 4 i 185 . 
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| then” it "be not awful 0 to judge one of anole, 
4 neither! Is It right o af rm thus of ourlelyes,” even 
when we are the ſübjestz of: an enlightened: con- 
ſcience, for chat! is the ſeaſon when fatan and our | 
own hearts a are moſt likely to tempt us to it. In 
i reality it is not lawful at any time, nevertheleſs 
hen under deep convictions from the law, and | 
Spirit of God, then Is. the ſeaſon to expect the 
ſoreſt and moſt powerful aſſaults; the enemy will ; 


not be backward to ee the ä — 
. D ; „ . 


* 


As, he before 3 up, the man by falſe princi- 
ples and hopes, vill. now. ſuggeſt he is too vile to 
| be ſaved, oe * ſins are, ee ſo numerous or 


„„ i Bt % 


will infinuate Be it is now 7 late, e none 
of God's choſen, are permitted to commit ſuch 


horrible jniquities, or to continue ſo long i in, a ſin- 
ful courſe as he bath done. Jo all theſe tempta- | 


tions is not, the declaration. before noticed a ſuffi- 
cient anſwer ? 8101 All manger of fin and blaſphemy 
ſhall be forgiven ynto men; “ or if this will not do 
let us connect therewith, Jai. li. 6. And the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquities of us all. A 
The ſoul perceiving the number or atrociouſn 

of his i iniquities to, be inſufficient. pleas for ſo aw- 
ful a concluſion, the enemy may then, to cloſe 
all, make unbelief an argument. But where is the 


man who dares to ſay, though at preſent in a ſtate 


of unbelief, he was not elected from eternity? 
Can ſuch a one affirm, he ſhall never believe in 
Chriſt, though hebe deſtitute of ſpecial illumination 
at prefent ? The Lord both can ard may enlighten 
him, and he that now is a ſtranger to the know- 
ledge of himſelf, as well as the ſalvation of the 
Lord's people, may (if God hath ſo determined) 
very quickly evidence himſelf the ſubjett of both. 
God's ſpecial election, and man's utter inability, 
ä Inſtead 


4 


tw 


inffead of firing the gofpef call, are tte doe 
trines alone that can encourage to believe a ne 
embrace it, provided that the difcovery of Elet 
| ng grace to the pomp er con- 
gts in an unfeigned belief of the above call. Den 
God's ſovercighty in chbhng, you at 
eſtabHſh the errors f Piliigies, and fuppoſe Fe 
man batfh/fome fittle ſtrength heft, and is capable | 
if he pleafe to fuffil the terms, and embrace 1 | 
Savicr; and that if he do not it is his own fault. 
This at önce ftrikes at the wniverſatiry' of the goſ- 
pet meffage; as on ſuch à principle none would | 
be called” thereby, but "thoſe Who Have fulfilled 
the conditions, and de difpoſe chemſedoes by che 
ee free-will to receive Jeſus.” Though | 
aforegoing obfervations appear of ſufficient | 
validity to prove the poim here afſerted,” never- | 
theleſs we wilt adduce one argument more, and 
cloſe, viz. that the elett of God are only knowtt | 
to him previous to their effeQual calling. To | 
evince this trath by feripture teſtimony beyond 
what has been already done would be needleſs, as all 
Calviniſts acknowledge it, and they who are Hot 
of that ſtamp deny the doftine itſelf, yet will it be a 
neceſſary to draw the inference following, viz.— 
That if the objects of eternal election, while in a 
natural ſtate, be only known unto God to be ſo, 
none of the children of men in that ſtate, can 
with propriety affirm that they from eternity were 
. | py : not 


E * 1 


not. by h him choſen, For if they dare not ſay 0 
| afotbers, hy chen of themſelves. ? If then Gods 
| «left people when. in g. natural ſtate he not diſ- 

tinguiſhed from; others, ohe his people by any. 
particular mark or charafter ; if he law, of God 
equally diſapproye;of them as, it does of others, 
and conſcience enlightened know no dittexence ; 
and if they be then only, known unto the Lord, 
and that no ſon or daughter of Adam in the ſtate 
aforementioned. dare ſay hey are not eleQed, it 
muſt remain a certain truth, that the golpel 
wherever it comes W to 1 " 18 £1: 
ther reads of bears it. | 14 
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FAVING/ in the hat a finiſhed 
our inquiry touching the univerſality of the 
2 call, our bulineſs. is at preſent to eber 
W hath been further aſſexted, via. 


That it it is allo free and gracious, 64 


« 4 


This is obvious from the epithet Burn it, 2 
Cor. vi. 1. We then as workers together with 
him beſeech you alfo, that ye receive not the 

MY „ 


E 448 1 - 


grace of G vie 48 648 1 in Iain Likeuite 
Titus ii. 11. For the grace of G fexpteltlp 
by the ſame ' original words as ii the preceding | 
paſſage) that bringethi ſ alvation, hath appeared tö 
all men.“ As the wot here uſeU®Excludes/ all 
merit, and ſignifies a free gift, this appellatiom 
pertaining not only to the Bleſſings which come by 
the goſpel, but to the word of the Lord's grace 
alſo, Aﬀts xiv. 3 argues the freedom thereof as 
a bent. *Moreover the deen of this 
| cal nay” be inferred likewiſe” 9.7 RK MIS. TMR 


„ l h ade 221103 #9 at 1k! 1] 
Ws ir, F rom. the nature of it. 450 o dl a0 


Secondly, From what the word 1 gon: 
cerning the grace of regeneration, through which 
the Lord's people are in his appginted time obe. 
dient to che voice of his goſpel, 


Firſt, The Reede of the goſpel call may be 
inferred from the nature of the invitation, bien 
appears to be not only of them who are alread 
partakers of grace, but of thoſe alſo who . 
tirely deſtitute thereof. Jſaiak Iv. 1, . Ho, every 
one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat, yea 
come buy vine and milk without money, and 
without price.. Here may be intended two ſorts 
of perſons, the one that have grace already, the 
olher that are deſtitute hereof. That the former 

15 A are 
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are invited none will doubt, but that / the latter 
ire ſo favored many queſtion. Yet if the objec-⸗ 
tion of ſuch perſons be admittetl, im-what way can 
we determine the one received grace; and that the 
other is to expect it? If the goſpel call extend to 
none but thoſe who are hungering and thirſting 
after righteouſneſs, and this defire is concluded to 
be the fruit of regenerating grace, how: can ſuch 
a ſentiment be reconciled with Rom. iv. 5. But ta 
im that wor lein not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth 
the ungodly; tis faith is counted for righteouſneſs. For 
if che call of the goſpel be limited, it behoves 
every ons who hears it to examine whether he be 
or be hat the perſon to whom it is directed, leſt 
he ſhould be guilty: of intruſion, or. of taking that 
| tor which he is not warranted; which method if 
purſued. naturally infers, that every one thus 
qualified who believes for juſtification cannot be- 
lieve to that end, and purpoſe, but as a perſon 

conſcious that grace, yea ſpecial grace, hath diſ- 
tinguiſned him from others. Whether this be the 
genuine intendment of the text let the candid 
judge. Without doubt they who have: already 
believed are invited to believe again and again, 
and to reiterate their acts of faith as frequent as 
they ſtand in need; but the queſtion is, whether 
the ſcripture. laſt cited do not reſpe the firſt act | 
of truſt for * juſtification, rather than after acts 

thereof, to. that purpoſe,. whieh if it doth, by the 
250 thirſty. 


0 


. 
* 


t 6 J 


chirſty, and he that bath no money muſt be intended | 
two different characters; or if by the thirſty be 
Intended not only him who hath @ gracious thirſt, 
but chiefly and primarily them who pant for thoſe 
things that will not profit; the inference deducible. 
will be the ſame, vhich conſtruction the following 
verſe ſeems to countenance. In the Revelatons, | 
chap. xxii. 17. we have a fmilar beg Ang | 
the Spirit and the Bride ſay, come. And let him 
that heareth ſay, come. And 11 him that ia 
athirſt, come: and whoſoever will, let him take 
of the water of life freely. The latter clauſt of 
this verſe is a ſuſſicient proof of the matter in 
band, viz: the freedom of the gofpel gail, pro: 
vided wheſoever will let him take of the water f 
life freely, intends not a mark or charatter, where- 1 
by one man may conſider himfelf invited rather $4 
than another. That it doth, few ſound divines, 
would affirm ; they would rather ſay, though the 
will is from God, yet the perſon who receives, 
accepts not the bleſſing from a conſciouſneſs that 
fuch a will is wrought within bim, but warranted 
by this paſſage as a free grant, he takes the bleſ. 
ſings thereby held forth to be accepted and em- 
braced. That this conelufion is not novel, let us 
fee how this clauſe hath been expounded.— The 
* water of life deſigns the free favor and love of 
„God, - and the communications and diſplays of 


#6 it in the new Jerufalem ſtate, even the com- 
= ” fort, 
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4 foit refreſhment and” glories of that ſtate : to 
4 take! it is to enjoy it, to partake of it, being led 
« unto it, and that being given to them by Chriſt 
10 the Lamb in the midſt of the throne, chap. vii. 
« 17. and xxi. 6. and which is had freely, with- 
e, out money, and without price, as in Iſai. Iv. 1. 

* which ſeems to be referred to; for the happi- 
4 neſs of this fate, as well as eternal life, is the 
*, free; gift of God through Chrift ; and the per- 
« ſons encouraged to partake of it are whoſoever 
« vill, aber ie, Whoſgever has a vill to, divine 
1 anch ſpiritual things, wrought in him by God, 
5 for n6 man has ſuch a will of himſelf, Phil. ii. 
Ju / though this does not ſo much regard the 
« charaſter of the yegſon,. that. may take of the 
« vater of life, as the free manner in which he may 
« take it, So the. Jews ate wont to expr eſs them- - 
« ſelves,” wben they would, fignify the liberty that 
might be uſed, or the free - way in which any 

i thing might be taken, particularly of the law 
and the things of it, [whoſoever has a mind to 
* take, let him come and take] as it is faid Jai. 
„v. 1. % Ho, every one that thirſteth, &c. 
* that ir, he is free to take, he is welcome to it, 
** whith paſſage referred to is thus paraphraſed by 
“the targumiſt, (Ho, whoſoever will learn, let | 
* him come and mm" Thus Dr. Gill on the 
place. 
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: be iofecred, fam what the word declines en 15 
the grace of. regenerat ton, through which, the 1 
Lord's. people are, in his, ; appointed time, obedi- 
ent to the veiee, of the | goſpel. 5 bitk 


' ReſpeRing infants it relates not to our prefent 
Vee: The matter bf 6ur inquiry is confined 
to thofe he; te capable of the exerciſe of theit 
rational faculties © this being fixed we will inquire | 
what the word? of Got declares ecnoerhing the 

quickening and regehera cratiug of dend Bnhers. If 
we turn to. John v. 25. we ſhall find, that it is the 
vbice' of « che Sen of God? Chich is attended With 
this mighty operation. The words are, . Werily, 
verily, I fay utitd you,; the Hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead ſhall hear the voice of the 
Son of God, and they that hearſhall live.“ — That 
the voice here ſpoken of was the voice of the goſ- 
pel preached by the Son of God himſelf, that the 
dead here mentioned were they who were dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, cannot be queſtioned, if due 
regard be had to the verſe preceding, viz. verſe 
24. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that ſent 
me, hath everlaſting life.“ If therefore the goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, when attended by the power of the 
divine Spirit, be inſtrumental to quicken dead 
finners, then this goſpel calls upon all to awake 
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and come to "Chtiſt, wthiher they Firiually bear 
it or not, and conſequently muſt be a free gol- 
pel; as a man ſpiritually dead can do nothing el- 
ther in a way of deſert or meetneſs, whereby he 
might acquire this life. As the voice of Chriſt to 
the man in the goſpel who had the withered hand 
could not be diſobeyed without imputation of guilt, 
as we may well ſuppoſe ; ſo the meſſage of grace, 
if received not into the heart by thoſe to whom it 

cometh, it will increaſe their. condemnation.— 
Were the bbedience' of faith the goſpel requires 
above the rational faculties of mankind ; was there 
no ſuſceptibility | in their ſouls of the doarines of 
grace, objections might with propriety be made 
a the meſſage of the goſpel: but ſeeing the death 
is ſpiritual, and not a deprivation of man's men- 
tal and rational powers, he may reaſonably be 
called upon to do that which he hath no ſpiritual 
ability to perform. . Again the promulgation of 
the goſpel is declared the mean or inſtrument, in 
the hand of God, of our new birth, 1 Pet. i. 2g. 
" Being born again, not of corruptible ſeed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever.” Therefore it muſt be 
free ; for how could it be embraced by any on ac- 
count of any goodneſs in them, who immediately 
before the hearing or reading thereof were in a 
ſtate” of ſpiritual death ? For an elucidation of 
this paſſage compare 1 Pet, i. 3. with Rom. iv. 24. 
* 8 EV 


E 154 ] 


To all which aus add James i. 48. qogether, vith 
the j judicious Dr. Gui iſe's 8 expoſition thereof, Wg 
c who believe, have : a moſt eminent and endear- 
« ing demonſtration, that the beſt of all bleſlings. 
% derive from him; as it is not from any wiſdom, 
«© of power, worthineſs, r merit in us, but 
«« merely of his own good will, and ſoyereigy | 
6c pleaſure, according to his abundant mercy, that 
he has regenerated and begotten us t9 a lively 

$ hope of an everlaſting inheritance, Join i,, 137 
« 1 Pal. i. 3, 4. by means of the gaſpel, which ge 
£ his true and. faithful word, and i is rendered ele | 
' ficacious i in the hand of the Spirit, for produeing 
„ the new birth, and all the holineſs and happi; 
* neſs that enſue upon it, (ſee Fokn xvii. 177 | 
Cor. iv. 15. and 1 Pet. i. 23.) And he has done 

| . this for Us, that we like the firſt. fruits under 
the law, might be conſecrated to him ag his Pe; 


__ < euliar property, and the.moſt excellent kind of 


© all his creatures.” Compare this and the afore- 
going paſſages with our Lord $ OWN words to Nico- 
demus, John i iii. 18. and the miſtakes that other- 
wiſe might accrue concerning the genuine intend- 
ment of the following expreſſions, viz: the 
voice of the Son of God, ” © the word. of God; ; 
and the word of truth,” "ol be obviated, From 

all which it is clear and evident that the goſpel 
cannot be attended with any prerequiſites, ſecing 


there is no medium between a ſtate of condemna- 
tion 


C 155 J 

tion and juſtification, of ſpiritual death and ſpiri- 
tual life, and that the mean of paſſing from the 
one to the other of theſe ſtates is not the law but 
the goſpel. In relation to the apprehenſions and 
feelings of God's. people. and the judgment they 
paſs on themſelves, it may. be obſerved, theſe are 
very foreign to the thing in hand. What the ſaints of 
God perceive firſt in their own experience, they 
| thay indeed Judge to be firſt in planted by the 
Lord: faith in the heart of the gewly converted 
may well be compared to the ſeed hidden, which 
diſcovers itſelf by an unfeigned repentance ; but 
| that repentance ſhould be the root of faith, be- 
_ cauſe its ſubjeR is firſt conſcious of repentance is in 
no wiſe concluſive. We might as ſoon ſuppoſe a 
man in abſolute deſpair can repent, That he that is 
thoroughly enlightened by the law, and hath not 
che leaſt diſcovery of the goſpel, muſt be in that 
circumſtance, is a maxim that cannot be gainſaid ; 
wherefore' the call of the goſpel i is not only an uni- 
verſal, (which hath been before We but a free 
* enen call, 3555 
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gan” Call. Ro 
8 the natug of « our 2 ſubjeR i is of the 
laſt impoWnce, and to be miſtaken therein | 


of the moſt dangerous tendency, we ſhall there- 
fore not content ourſelves with what hath been 
already obſerved, but i in the next place i inquire ay. 
propoſed, whether | NR os Sade 


It be a an undeferved call, 


That it it is ao is manifeſt — OM hath 
been already, noticed to evince its univerſality 
and freedom. Indeed where there is no exterior 
revelation of the goſpel, perſons without it can- 
not be called to embrace the great things thereby 
ſet forth: that this is the caſe of multitudes no one 
will queſtion. The Lord hath not in his word 
prohibited any of his miniſters to proſelyte barba- | 
rous and ignorant nations to the chriſtian faith : - 
in this reſpe& the adminiſtration of this call is as 


free as the light with which we are ſurrounded, or 
he air in which we breathe ; yet in this he ſhews 
bis n in as much as that, which by his 


word 
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quently inadmiſſible. How comes it to paſs that 
at this preſent time the whole empire of Japan, 
that numerous body of people the Chineſe, and 
various ſavage nations, are not favored even with 
the knowledge of the letter of the goſpel? Cer- 
tainly this is not to be attributed to any want of 
power or wiſdom in the Lord. It is but for him 
to ſpeak, and the world. ſhall be enlightened even 
with the light of ſalvation, Pſalm Ixviii. 11, The 
Lord gave the word, great was the company of thoſe 
that publiſhed it. They who oppoſe: the divine 
ſovereignty touching the eternal election of his 


people ſhould account for the providence of God 


with relation to the outward manifeſtation of his 
truth in reference to both time and place. Under 


the Jewiſh diſpenſation was not the whole Gentile 


world in the groſſeſt ſpiritual obſcurity, deſtitute 
of the means of ſalvation; which is the caſe as 
before noticed of many nations at preſent? IS 
there not diſcriminating goodneſs diſplayed in that 
Great Britain is not now involved either in the 
darkneſs of Mahometaniſm or ſhadows of Popery ? 


Who can account for the difference which ſubſiſts 


between one part of this kingdom and another. ? 
Are there not many cities, towns; and villages, 
covered over with Arminian obſcurity, whilſt 
others baſk in the blaze of goſpel light? Will any 


lay at one nation, ly, „ towhy: or village, is 
— 5 more * — 


word is approved of, by his providence is fre- 


— — — - 


ml 


more deſerving than another? Tis wits the feels 
ture doth inform us, that when the goſpel hath - 
been univerſally rejetted by a people, it hath 
been removed from them; yet this doth not 
imply that they were worſe by nature than others? 
neither the means, nor grace of the means are 
afforded according to man's defert, for he hath | 
none ; elſe why was a perſecming Paul followed | 
with ſpecial mercy, wheif a careleſs Gallio wal 
left to periſh in his iniquity 7 Sutely, "ho" natural 


condemned firmer in the leaſt differs from an- 


ther, but by the legal operations of the divine 
Spirit, to anſwer the Lord's purpoſes 'of provi- 
Uence in the world, and tb maintain that order 
which he hath deereed and appointed. \ Jeruſalem 
exceeded all the cities on the earth for iniquity,” 
yet muſt the goſpel be firſt preached there. Unre- 

penting Capernaum muſt be'exalted in ſuch Pri- 
vileges which would have been effectual upon a 
Sodom or Gomorrha: not that any difference 
could have ſubſiſted between the one or the other, 
but through the divine interpoſition. Doth not 
the caſe of the Lord's ancient people manifeſt the 
great degeneracy of human nature, ſeeing many 
of them are ſurrounded with goſpel light; 'but to 
diſcern it they have no viſive faculty, and will 
not exerciſe the rational faculty they have, -utifeſ 
it be to oppoſe and exclude it? That this difpoſi- 
tion is not wholly peculiar. to them is apparent, 
ſince 
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ince numherleſs indixiduals of the;nations: afores 
mentioned cannot be, exculed. I :i8:xeafonable 
to ſuppoſe that not a fe, of them have heard of 

Chriſt, che ſacred ſcripture, and af tha followers | 
of Jeſus, yet have they no rejected bath the one 
and the other with di{dain,{ whilf-othess! have en 
wrapped themſelves in a fond conceit of the cery 

tain truth of the religion oft their anceſtors either 
Pagan or Mahometan, and have no diſpoſition 0 
inquire after. or examine into the ctruth of rhat 
which is able to make them: wiſe to ſalvation ?— 
How, far this diſeaſe is common let experience 
telly. But to met the: ſubj6R: busch, EE 
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That the golpel call | is undeſerved wil b be eri 
dent, ile conſider what it calls from, Which! is 


Firly Our oon worthitieſs;/ * _ 510.1 ( 


13 ray Eb, . 


5 „ Spahn, Our, ane And; in (the next 
place, What it calls 0, N ia TY, 5941 - tro dd; 


© Thirdly," To truſt 3 in 4 fe nia and fu 
ency of another, both for Brace 4 and glor et 


F irlt, 11 appears to be! enen in as NDOT 


as it calls us away from MID for. oe to our 
own worthineſs. n 


This i is the grand cauſe why the buman heart 
doth not reliſh it, Pride and ſelf-righteouſneſs 
have 
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eat therebf, then your eyes iel be opened: and 


. 1 


| leſs re 9 aclhretie Wein!” Tue 
Lord intended man's happineſs in a ſtate of inn. 


ceney in ſubſervience to his own glory,” but he by 
his fall infringed the divine prerogative. Gen. ili. 
5, 6. For God doth Khow, that in the day ye 


ye ſhall be as Gods knowing good and evil. And 
when the woman ſaw thut the tree wa good for 
food, and that it was pleaſant to the eyes, and | 
tree to be deſired to make one wiſe, ſhe took of : 
the fruit thereof, and did eat; and gave alſo unto | 
her huſband with her, | and he did eat. By pride | 
we all fell in our firſt head, and bow this, capital 4 


evil entwines about our hearts, fad experience 


doth wofully teſtify.” "Why did the Jews reject 
the Lord Jeſus? Was it not from this principle? 
They expected a Meſſiah, who ſhould ſet them 


above all the nations of the earth round about, 
render them free of the Roman yoke, and bring 


all into ſubjection to their authority; but being 


| diſappointed of this their;expeRation i in the per- 
ſon of Jeſus, though he gave the moſt irrefragable 


proofs of his Meſhahſhip, what do they ſay ? 
Joln xi. 48.- © If we let him thus alone, all men 
will believe on him, and the Romans ſhall come 


and take away both our place and nation.“ Not- 


withſtanding this malign principle, connatural to 


| the whole human fpecies, reaſon diQates to every 


n 


* 
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hinkiog VEN that ſome. infe&ious evil, hath 


averſpread>the race of mankind. The wiſerhea- 
then ſo contluded, yet never: could explore the 
occaſion and origin thereof, They were; ready 
to acknowledge that man in bis primæval ſtate 


vas in other circumſtances than in their day, and 


that the moral obliquity,. which fell under their 


obſervation; was not originally the unhappy At- 


tendant of his natural exiſtence., Calm refleftion 
both heretofoxe hath, and ſtill doth affard the ſame 
verdict, andi therefore it: ig become the univerſal 


ſentiment of mankind thatithe Deity is uffended, 


and that men in general ſtand in need of an atone- 
ment. Though natural reaſon ſuggeſts from the 
diQates, of an accuſing conſcience, that all is not 
well between the Supreme. Governor of the Uni- 


verſe and our own ſouls, yet where is the man 


| who will acknowledge that all relating to him of 
2 moral nature is entirely ill, and that he never 
was the ſubjeR, either of one internal or external 
aft but what was ſinful ? Pride will not ſuffer. us 


to regard ourſelves as pqor bankrupts: we are for 


compounding matters with;the: Lord. : Many can 
receive the goſpel, but then, jt mult be in their 
own way, As the Jews could haye received a 


triumphing Meſſiah, but not a ſuffering: one; ſo 
we can receive a goſpel which vill allow ſome 


room to boaſt of our worthineſs and ſufficiency, 
ſoit doth not rob us thereof altogether, Hence 


W the 
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the readineſs among men to embrace for goſpel, 
the New, inſtead of the Old Teſtatent :, tis 2 
milder law, fay they; which if we be dbedient 
unto, Cfiriſt ſhall be of avail toi Any ſeheme 
of :falvation' that is confiſtent with'our Hmnited ap- 
monty ng of divihe'patity; holineſs, jultice, and 
but not as theſe divine excellencies eu 
in — with our approbation: „What is "this 
language of this but à declaratibm of rebellion a 
abjtratloh of bfw ab Gur Fovettign, and u theilt 
avowal, that as His glory Was tafniſhed by the | 
breach of the firſt; it half mor” be"exalted by us 
through the redemption” of the ſecond covenant 
even the covenant of grace? N No one who will 
give hftrſelf a moment's time and pain to reflefh ' 
but muff allow that the Lord has propofed a mas | 
nifeftation of his glory, or what he is, in the re. 
demption of the human race; therefore he will | 
be Kilown in all» whom! he brings' to his kingdom 
abobt, to be infinite in juſtice and merey (alfs%; | 
but alas! ſuch à phrerizy and madneſs hauch capti- 
vateck the minds of men in general, thir they will 
not fuffdf it. If the Lord will fave: them to che 
Aifparagement of boch“ they: are contented; io 
be faved otherwiſe they care not at all for it: but 
hy all this boaſting againſt the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of God? If the goſpel were calculated to de- 
prive' us of any real excellency, there might be 
room to object; but when f it appear, that it 
_ 
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i calls ighfam bes deangingry; to 0 
of a real and ſubſtantial. good, which vill enrich 
us to eternity; why ſhould we be offended with 
it ? That chis is a truth ſcripture loudly declares, 
Rev. iii. 15. Becauſe thou ſayeſt, I am rich, 
and increaſed with goods, and' have ned of no- 
thing e and iknoweſt not that thou art wretched, 
and miſerable, and poor, and bland,” and naked. 
I counſel thee to buy of me . N tried in the fire, 
that thou mayeſt be rich, and' white raiment, that 
thou mayeſt be clirhea, and that the ſhame of thy 
nakednef? do tot appear, and anoint thine « eyes 
with eyecſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee.” If the 


| Lord ſpe eak thus of a deQined church, certainly | 


it well ſuits \thoſe. Hons who are yet in 
their natural ſtate” Again. The apoltle Paul 
Tpeaking of the 'old man, or corrupt principle 
within, lays, Nom. vii. 18. 1 Ino that in me 
(that is, in my fleſh) dwelleth no good thing.” Was! not 


the apoſtle miſtaken here ? What! was the apoſ- 2 


| tle, when he was deſtitutè of Chriſt, and before 


he believed o on him, wh and altogether void 


of every good thing ? If ſo,” how comes, it to paſs 
that almoſt all the world ſhould be of a different 


opinion * For if they have no more to boaſt of by 


nature, than the apoſtle had when | in his natural 
ſtate, certainly « every unregenerate man who con- 
tinues to lean on his own imaginary worthineſs, 
to the rejection of the goſpel call, will be found at 
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lence of it, from thinking ve poſſeſã what we have 
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;laſt to have been graſping not that which will pro 
ſerve him from the deluge of divine wrath and in- 
dignation, but a vapour, aiſhadow, anothing.— | 


Therefore as the goſpel calls us not from-depend- 


ing:on any real ſelf worthineſs but only the ſemb- 


Second] Ys. It, calls, us 3 0 ff afficiency. 15 
Self worthineſs and ſ ſelf ſufficiency are, infeparably ; 


. comet > He that eſteems ſome. righteouſneſs | 


neceſſary t ig e entitle to Chriſt, heſitates not to con- 
clade that it is in the power of his will to perform | 


YON IS ER 


(EA will 80 further and affirm, that with reſpet 
to knowledge touching the welfare. of the ſoul, 


| there is rather too much i in the world than too fit- 
tle, that mankind need not be informed what they 


| ought. to do, but they ſhould, be more. careful to 


do what they know, and that the only reaſon why 


| they do it not is, becauſe they, will pot. be atten- 
tive and take pains, | with. themſelyes, will i not labor . 


and endeavor to put chat i in practice they are con- 


4 vincedi is their duty: ſuch who are of a deiſticalt turn 99 


fo ſpeak. However, few there are but will affirm, 
| they are capable of doing what is good and to do 
it effefually, if the Lord will be pleaſed only to 


| aſſiſt them, which when done they think ſhall ren- 


der 


{ abs ] 


derthemſelves fit objects of his merey. Theſe conſi- 
der man in his natural ſtate not as dead, but wounded, 
debilitated, andenfeebled, and therefore he is to en- 
.deavor and ſtrive with himſelf to the utmoſt of his 
ability, and to implore the divine aſſiſtance to 
enable him to perform the prerequiſites of the goſ- 
pel. Such PeBons need a ant 1 iluntins- 


pag 


what it requires ; if they did, they would be con- 


vinced that it is impoſſible any good: alt could be 


perfotmed by them, for which inſtead of meriting 
the divine favot, God dealing with them accord- 
ing to the nature thereof, they would' not fink un- 


der his juſt diſpleaſure for ever. Beſides ſuch ei- 
ther know not or do not believe the word of God 


concerning man's 'unworthineſs and inability ; ; if 
ay did, wy "would 5 confeſs with the 


1 


without grace, delle no 9220 hin] ; but be- 


fore they are brought to be afſured that their hearts 
: and natures'are ſpiritually dead, they vill be VET 
| dreaming chemfelves capable of living aRtions.— 


That this is the true ſtate of man before g grace and | 


faith through the goſpel, evidently 'appears from 
John i. 12, 19. © But as many as received him, 


to them gave he power to become the ſons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: which 


were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
gem, nor $a the will of man, but of God.” —More 


might | 
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might be obſerved touchieig tran's utter inubitity. 4 
 whil& in a'tlatural fate, and prior toi the recep. 
tion of grace through the goſpel ; yet as this pon 
hath been largely treated in che firſt part of this 
a ; proceed ve then to 0 notice 


8 2% 30 to Hub en net e ig HUBS 
Thirdly, That as the golpel. 152 us from a truſt 
| in our own, imaginary, 1 worthineſs and ſufficiency, | 
it calls to a true and ſpiritual confidence.-in the | 
worthineſs and ſufficiency of another, eyen of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, boch for grace;and glory. 1. To 
truſt the eternal, yelfare on a righteouſneſs and 

ability, which.in reality we are not the lubjetts of, 
the meer, child of fancy, begotten by the pride | 
. connatural to man in his preſent fallen ſtate, what |} 
can be more awful! Certainly in this reſpect we 
may well be compared to beggars, who dream they 
are rich, opulent and powerful princes, encircled 
with all that may be eſteemed. grateful and pleaſ- 
ing, yet when they- awake find it but. Aa. dream,— 
Therefore to be called from ſuch ; a delufive, de- f 
pendence, to trust! in the rghtconſneſs of one who 7 


| ſpotleſs ved 4 in Fahy and ws, 9 5 in han na- 
ture ſuffered and died for us, after a life of entire 
conformity and obedience to the law of God in 
our room and ftead, but all this effected in perſd- 
nal union with the divine Word, co-eternal and 
co- equal with the Father. Moreover to be called 


from a reliance on an ability we really are not the 
ſabjetts 


RV 
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ſubjetts of, to expeR from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
on account” of his ſatisfaflion only, alf grace in 
time that may be to God's glory, and our ſoul's 
profit ; and finally, the free gift of heaven, both 
as a ſtate of holineſs and conſummate happineſs. 
Surely ſuch a call muſt be allowed? unlefd dy thoſe 
who are void of natural reaſon, to be an unme- 
rited and undeferved call! Were we fully ie 
ble of what we are by nature and prafitice;' did we 
perceive ourſelves under the righteous ſentence of 
the eternal Jehovah, in the grave gf fin ang mighty 
conqueror, held faſt by the adamantine chains of 
a corrupt nature,; ue ſhould not heſitate a mo- 
ment iii acqquieſcingdmthe propriety of. the pre- 
ſent propoſitionct but alas l the pride of our hearts 
through tlie mighty working of unbelief hath fuck 
a dominion over the Whole ſoul; iht We are as 
naturally inclined ſinfully to preſumeii (as the 
ſparks fly upward: and ybtil the law, throughithe 
divine agency, enlighten dur bet ighted hearts, 
we viltnot:letigo our falſe and delufive confic | 
dence; which when we are obliged to relinquiſh, 
unavoidably fall into the contrary extreme, an 
abſolute deſpair of God's mercy ; and ſnhould for 
ever there remain did not the Lord call us by his 
goſpel, and attend it with ſome ſpecial power 
* our conſciences. 0 e 
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o will be allowed by moſf 4 in word, but 


not in reality, viz. 1. 11 1 5 ey ie * 
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That the goſpel call i is a me ef & call. 


IAI AH 16 . 20510 ip 
That i it welli deſerves chi epithet appears or | 
"ry 76, 77.78. % Andithogichlld ſhalt tbe cal-- | 
led the prophet of the Higheſt : for thou ſhalt go! | 
beforeithe face cof the Lorthto prepare his ways} 
to give knowledge of ſalvstion unto his people, by 
(or for) the remiſſion offiſheir ſins, through the 
tender mency of bur Gad / whereby: the day ſpring 
from an | high bath viſited-us:?”. For: if John in 
this paſſage, be pointed out as an ioſtrument o 
ꝓrepare the way of the Lord by publiſhing- that 
goſpel, which reveals the merey of God: to poop 5 
finners, then the call thereof moſt certainly i is en- 
titled to the epithet merciful: for confirmation 
whereof compare Titus iii. g. to the 8th verſe, with | 
1 Cor. iv. 15. However as there; be various opi- 
nions among men concerning the mercy of God, 


which by the goſpel they are exhorted to truſt in; 
ſome 


oy 


Ki ttt i 


1 
ſome concliiding that thoiigh they maintain hüman 
nature to be not (without ſeme excellencies, and 
that mankind uſing their natural powers aright may 


perform ſome actions truy good, or which have a 
certain degree of goodneſs i in them, andthe merey 


of God in Chriſt to be” ' rightly Viewed, though it 
be regarded only, 3 
what fall be fouñd deficient: whilſt others hefi- 
tüte hot to äfftrtn, that where there is any merit 
relative to eternal falvätion, the fubje&' of that 
merit cannot be eſteemed an object of 'divitie 
mercy.” *Let'us:make the matter the theme of bur 


Preſeht Aguiry; and explore if poſſible gry ard 


the proper 'andfole objects thereof: ' Now beftte 


| this ſubject be proſecuted it will be neceſſary t to 
make ſome obfervations on the word itſelf,” Merty 
cannot be conceived of in its diſplay unleſs ſome 
objet in miſery exit, on which it fs exerciſed; how 
elſe doth it differ from love; grace, and good- 
neſs? In the original of the New Teſtament it is 
expreſſed frequently by the word 25, which 
Beza ſays, is ſignificant of every kind of good 
things, with which men are bleſſed by God freely. 

Turnovius notices that the word as relating to God, 

denotes pity of every Kind, and endfeſs benignity. 

Leigh in his Critics Sacra remarks, that the Se- 
venty generally uſed it in tranſlating the*' Hebrew 
word) bn] Which be imterprets, a ſacred affection 


of r pity, grace, benignity, and bountiful 


X 


pardoning for Chriſt's ſake 


| 
F 
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| 

| 


i 


F 6 J 


good, vill towards any withow.;refpeR! of merit 
it is, ſays he, that benignity or-benefigence hich 
one. is obliged unto þy;.no legal neceſſiiyi: this i; 
plajaly unmerited and not due, and altage 
favor. The. Seventy have likewiſe vſed it in px- | 
preſs. the Hebrew. ward, wh. P n vi a The | 
rogt of which the ahevs author tranſlates. hy miſer- | 
zus, g rantfc- % Crathſcatm, gratis prefſecutas fit, | 
delyit, Ag. and ſays itjmporth, ig. do a thing gratis 
_ Refpetting the original of the words 5cnfder mercy. 
expreſſed in. 2uke i. 18. Zanchy hath an obſeryg: | 
Hom worthy of regard 2 ãt is (fas he) fexpreſfiue 
l ſugh, a kind of affedign as parents aue draught 
Mithal, vyhen they ee their children in any exbN 
mity.7; From, all yhiehf, may be faitly Keduentd, 
that the word nercy as applicable. to God is magic | 
feſtative « of his nature, and alſo declares hat when 
diſplayed it is in the deliverance ol the miſerable; 
this obviouſly corroborated} by another original 
word uſed to point out the divine mercy in ſeveral 
parts. of ſcriptiire, as 2 Cor. i. g. wap or air 
Col. iii. 12. wdGua, Srcrigapry, Lad vi. 36. alſo Rom. | 
Xii. 1. N ren, od It. is ;trapllated: | « hy the 
mercy” but the Greek, word, is in the plural num- | 
ber per, miſerationes, Chryſaſt, Theap, Orig. Though | 
there be in God | nuſerationes mullæ, yet, there is bat 
one mercy which is his effenge,: from whence iſſue 
Malus miſericordie. ... See, Leigh sOxiticar Sacra 


. obtained; bythe foregoing Af markes ſome 
y4 information 


oy q 


Information 2 thetrub ilnport of man 
mercy, i n necefliry' (d reſume the preſent” in- 
quiry, -why:uis:goſpel meſſage,” or werd of falva- 
riots” maß de denominated a Mrreifu cult. 10 896 
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„ Firſt, It, may be fo. 5oplidered,.. becauſe it 
geyouþs falvaBiane, „ut on ob for rite Bots 47 


Secoidty, Tnäfmuch as It calls up pol Alle t truly : 


ore in the d divine acc ut 4nd” ein atiöh. 


| ) DEL 0) 28h de e 00 4-3 0413 Vet Ot 
Inti Thirdly, Aa well deſerves the epithet Werciful, 
ſince without it no ai&> would-be authòd rid: 

enbraendhe gs iderhihitg, 11 we o Di 


F. irſt, 2 x Il of t t the, goſpel x may N 1405 


0 


e 


ana mri, inaſmuch as 1 reveals +ſalyation 
'-Whatthe falvation js hielt the goſpel'diſtovers 
hath in the beginning of this inquity beenallready 
inveſtigated; and there proved that nene bui God's 
elett people ſhall enjoy it. Thè point iat preſent 
in view, being not: ſo much the rich uiid ineſtima- 
ble bleflingsof se covenant grace; asthomedium 
whereby they are 8 * poſs on to the ſe- 
dee eee 154111 Dun r=: mod Suna 
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F Tbat "a goſpeli i is A mereiful. cal, 


lan: 


inaſmuch | as it calls upon the truly e 1 the 


/ 4 k 5 
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divine account and eltimation. 90 


Were we to leave this propofition without en- 
X 2 largement , 


—— rant ea Pers 


II OE oe On 


E e 
largement it would che fully eviacive in. favar of 
this. truth, viz. that the leaſt merit in reſerence to 
the ſalyatian,,of the ſoul ds inconbtent with ihe 
idea of divine mercy. As the greateſt id 
happineſs cannot denominate a man truly bleſled, 
ſo, on the contrary; 'the greateſt temporary ; foffer- 
ings and afflictions do not Jenol WR of true 
vretchedneſs., Fo, be approyed er diſapproved: | 
by the Lord is declarative of the, one or the other, 
To fay there can be in any man the leaſt degree 
of merit, or in his acts either internal or external 
the deaſt meaſure of goodneſs in God's ae count, 


relative to juſtification and eternal life, vhilſt ina 


natural ſtate, is a 05 contradiQory ; aſſertion... A 
tt! . 
man muſt, either be condemned or jultiied, ſpiri- | 

15 (37% 7 þ'3 Ai» ho j 11 5 1 ; 1 5 Þ 1 Wo | 
 twally : ead or TEN 3 "theſe are extremes, between | 


$i Soap ig no medium ;. 4 ſemi. juſtiſication, 
andr39ubs: hatf-borgyl-if a; ſpizitudl. fenſe, are 
equalh do be: exploded; the er tetins with ra- 


ſpedctosthe ſoul, are both prepdſtereus: and ridi- 


culuusai Therefore allaahe are not: fully juſtified 
before God. and born again of him, erg the objefts 
which arq\truly;; miſerghle in the divine account, 
becauſe both they and their actions are unden the 5 
condemnation of his moſt righteous law ; and be- 
ing wholly fem, ile are in a ſtare of fitter inca- 
Pacity to pleaſe him, even in * ſingle inſtance, 
whether of thought" Word, or deed. * This being | 


a ſituation ſo awful, in its conſequences, ſuch as 
| a | renders 


C 
4, of * 


OT 


renders the, ſubjsQs thereof in extreme * 
of everlaſting; deſtruction, conſequently ſuch per- 
ſons being already dead in law, and beyond all 
polſubühky in the leaſt: meaſure to deliver them- 
| ſelves, the call of the goſpel in all thoſe circum- 
ſtances being God's call. muſt have annexed to it 
the epithet of infinite mercy, ſeeing the objects 
thereof are fallen under the diſpleaſure and curſe 
of him, who: in holineſs, and quſti cg is illimitable: 


all which evidently appears if ve, conſult the fol- 


lowing, paſlages of ſacred ſcripiure, via. el. xvi. 

4. 5»: and 6. a. een mn eee 

18. Mea Sion erb, c, 
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thet Sint ſince without it no one would be 
authorized, to embrace the | le ings « exhibited i in 


the opel. What theſe : are have been, hinted, at 
in the coyrle of this 1 in — I bey m may well be 
compared to à a colletion of dainties c compoſing the 
Tichelt feaſt that ever "Was provided; 2 yet. what 
avails this moſt nob L of f entertainments, \ unleſs 


an invitatfon' be. offered. © We frequently h hear of 


many 2 well furniſhed | table, hut if ye be not bid- 
den, what are we ale better! . Can we partake 


c13 0 


thereof uninvited ig W. ho is there that preſumes 


to intrude himſelf at an "earthly entertainment * 


How much les chat which God bas provided un- 


leſs he be bereaved of his ſenſes ? Would it be 


any 


EMA 
anything mort of thb · moſt vicious invomiffion? | 
Tell ore iuuguſt the provider, and iche mort 
coſtly and expenſive tlie feaſt, the mot᷑e are Per 
ſons difincdlined from ſueh a'conduQ notwithftand: 
ing they ave in periſhing Tircumſtences, unleſs 
perniſſion be: affordedi tdi that purphſe- Sarely'! | 
All chat Chriſt hath deke und fufferec) uli tim ble. 
ſings Ipromiſed through his redefnption, would 
have: heen tynprofuabls dhe children of men, 
ve roth inot warned dt truſt· in the one and 
expebt Ahe other this 2evinces und probes the | 
great Impdrtanoe of conceiving aright ofithe goſ- 
pel meſſage. Many judge that none are ivited, 
but they who are worthy... . Others ome. with. the | 
a EE of their own meetnel ; 11 8 is this 


nl itt > f 

SDKS O01 

put 'popiſh cangruity ?.. And ſome imagine t that 
12 # ! "74 } 6 15 


von be invited, but they who Ty diſcoyer the 
marks of cleftion by "the fruits ere 


gez The two ae ſentiments ave been 


& >? 1: 


ng fi 705 fee expl ploded, and thoſe. who maintain th the 
latter have”noi i been 1 yithqut their ae 


Ares uh 


, Whit ſatj action c: cant give to aperſoy un deravery | | 


"deep: WOE of the 10 it of, bopd 1 og ä that 
the ; "fd ption d 1 the and | the blefling 135 
4 There Fare  ConfineT tot to th e cleft: p Waun e ſuch a 
- f6ul that none but ide den are warranted to: em- 
5 Nr 
brace' Them, ang that 0 qthers are ftrittly pr rohi- : 
biteq' from ſo doing, what muſt be the Sleep 
but ablohue deſpair? Would not ſuch a a one fay, 


if... 


- 


if all; mankind. are 8 * chis be not any 
happy . ſtate at pteſent. and, am debarred from 
faith and itruſt in Chriſt the only mediator, I have 
no hope, I feel myſelf in pariſhing-cixcumitances, 
a ſenſe of, the divine diſpleaſure {till inereaſes 

| Je rages. Gns appear more and mote glaring, 
my heart is hourly more gbduxate, and I am in- 
capable of repen tante. Gan a ſoul in theſe cir- 
cumſtances have the leaſt footing for truſt in God, 
by the moſt enlarged and perſpicuous repreſenta- 
tion of the ſbleſſedneſã and privileges of God's peo- 
ple who are already favoted with the evidences of 
electing grace, chilſt zt remains perſuaded that 
none ure permitted or warratited ito embrace Chriſt 
and his ſalvation : but ſuch? ut how did they firſt 
confide in him : Was it. by virtue of their worthi- 
nels ot meetneſs ? If by either, how does it ap- 
pear that cheir faith had a good beginning ? And 
if they nem believe in him, becauſe they are con- 
ſcious theys believed ſuch principles, whence doth 
it appear that it will have a good ending? How- 
ever ve would not hence infer, that all ſueh are 
void: of abe grace of God ; certainly believers 
there; are who are much tainted with the dottrine 
of; prerequiſites: to a-laving faith in Chriſt; alſo 
many who maintain that none but thoſe who have 
already believed are warranted to truſt in him yet 
Juch-perſons. may haye an intkrvu, through the 
grace of the divine Spirit, when they embrace the 
| mediator ' 
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mediator FR ORs i and dus hd ray 
which-God-hath provided, not fur ti righteous 
.only but for ſinners: nevertheleſs the: doarine = 
divine acceptance ought by all to beiconfidered 
as the moſt important and vedio cn © 
to the chriſtian ſyſtem, and ſhould exeite us tb 


earneſt prayer that we might therein be elearly 3 


taught, not In notion only, but truly and exper. ; 
mentally, leſt we be found-at-Jaſt- ts have erred / 
not only in head, but in heat alſo. As it hath. 
been already evinded that æhe call under wongde- 
dation is both univerſal and free, and that the 
perſon calling is none ther than the Lord, it 
amounts to a full and ſufficieni warrant for ſinners 
ſof all: denominationꝭ, to embrace the ſalvation 
thereby exhibited, whether they be obedient 
thereunto or not, and conſequently well deſerves 
the epithet here given it: this appears by the 
apoſtle Pauls deſcription of the miniſtry of recon. | 
ciliation. 2 Cor. v. 91 194 * And Hachſgiven to 
us (ſays he) the miniſtry of reconciliation; to wit, 
chat God, was in Chriſt reconciling the world unto 
himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them: 
and hath committed unto us the word of recon- 


ciliation.“ Being not altogether perſuaded that 


the ſucceeding verſes may be conſidered in de 4} 
ſame light, 1: paſs on'withithis. dbſervationh; chat 

the judicious. Dr. Owen hath ſo confidered them. 

By the above apoſtolic deglatation it appears, that 

1 44124 | | the 


th there poetic eee in Chriſt on 
the behalf of his people Whbhave Alreaflylhtlie bed, 
but to er of every tak and denominatioh,; 
and that iu may be manifeſted yet in dur many, 
may the Spifir of the. Lord through the law fo 
oonvinee chen ef their fin; both of ' nature and 

e that they may be hemen out of all" thetr 
falſe refuges : brought by kim through the goſpel 
to receive hat the Lord ſo freely and ureferv- 
edly offers, yea invites and commands them to 


accept .o rol Sth 167: Ole » 0 ITY 4 $418 3 5 
* νẽ-ẽm d 2H arts 27 93 9 7 Dt vn 
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FAVING:in che preceding chapters inquired 
4 into the. univerſality and freeneſs of the 
goſpel, and ſheyn alſo that it is both an unde- 
ſerved and merciſub eall/ therefore 9 e is 
laſtly to inquire 5 1411 bas e } G1 i 


b35::; > $051; 
0 Whether it be - -A alt and righteous one. In 


the proſecution « of this particular it will be neceſ- 

fary to give the utmoſt attention, as alt which 
hath been before ſaid wholly depends hereon.— 

t ere we proceed, it is to be remarked, that he 

* views 


0 00 * 


nens woich the profelied, Socin e 
gian, anf. A inis Emertaing of; hie pelt ark 2 
2 grantgd 40 he va andontgatoryd = 


that the, proſent ſubjg d is nat haniled in reſenenot 57 


10 ay partial; bull full und cemplegk falvation, | 
Which if oe begun through: fNith in the beat, 
ſhall, cogainly ang wihout all douhy he maintained 
_andogominged eren ta death, and themperfoftnd | 
in gay Having du premiledl afgy i Ma, 
congeming the ſalvation referredrta; it is yet ne- 
ceſſary to obſerve alſo that the ſatisfaftion of Chriſt 
to law and juſtice is the only medium of convey- } 
ange; that without the perfect reconciliationy viz. 
of: an holy, righteous, and Juſt God, not a ſingle | 
ſon or daughter of Adam could have. been :deli- 
vered from everlaſting miſery, made the ſubjett 
of ſpecial grace here, and finally brought to eter- 
nal bleſſedneſs. Murcoter wemwnlt aud, that the | 
redemption of Chriſt finiſhed and compleated on 
the cus was: inn munliry, tomc hing die TT | 
attaiimedt. W caiy an 
half of slett finnei. HTküt the ich damm 
not appræ hend Chit erucified ſur pardun of fan, | 
and his obedience and righteouſneſs pas therowly | 
true title to grace and glory, capnot be evinced 
by the divine word to be the Faith of God's cleft. 
Join xiv. 6. "T2 am the way, ang the. truth, a ang 
the life : no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me,” | Rom, 1. 21, 0 Even. To might g grace 5. 
N 1 des =  throug 
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through: rightetuſneſs unto tiemallifeby;Jeſus 
Chriſt out Lord. ToXBwhith ket it he added. thay 
without the call of the goſpel tbere cid bei no 
true and ſaving faith; Which call although it be 
not defitifte” as hath' been Aready proved” But a 
general and inQfnſte call 0 beben unte ete fu 
life, yet it is ib hot an untfigltecus, Vain, ald deep. 
tive, but 4 true and Aebsods tall, "which 18 tl 
| point propoſed to be evinced, 'To this e poli- 
tion many good men have and do 6bjeft : "if Tay 
they dhe Lord was Thedrnate, did obey, and die 
ſolely in behalf of his elełt people, W vith what 
propriety Büght any 'but his choſen to 'velieve he 
was incarnate, did Ger and dle for them 7 This 


VI. 


renders neceſſary the "following obfe vations, Vs 
019. 

F I, That a 8 3 — banks N 
and doth. beget a faith in itſelf, as a ſyſtem of re- 
ligion, in contraſt and oppaſition to all ne r:xeli- 
givny : this may fall ae vation, ieee 


245 


Secondly, That 1 the chief «6d and. defi bs thereof 
is, that men for themſelves | may embrace, lay 
hold of, and depend on the mediator it, reveals, 
as the end f the law. for righteouſneſs, and, by 


and through | him ſurely expett | the lte wagen, 
the Lord hath promi led to 1s de PEOP: len irs oh 


| Thirdly,\NSperſon is uthorizedt ito affrm he 
is of che number bf thoſe „hom Chriſt Kedbemed 
1 : 3 Y 2 | | | by 


Cer 


by bis fulfilment of all righteoufneſs;; until e 7 
perſon can prove to himſelf he hath 8 and 
— 8 og 36) loft, bilk, 


irt. bd 


ir, The revelation, of, the goſpel, may, and 
0 beget a faith in jtſelf, as a ſyſtem of religion, | 
in contraſſ and oppoſitipn to all other religions. | 
This. may warrantabiy be ſaſſerted. when we confi. ] 
der thay. almoſt all Europe is of the chriſtian perz 4 
ſuaſion, in in oppoſition to the Pagans, Mabgmetans, 4 
and Jews, yhichat preſent maintain the contrary,s 1 
but who will. affirm, that only to profeſs the namg 
of Chriſt, in oppoſition to theſe, will aſſurę a man 
eternal felicity ? Certainly the whole Popiſn hier, 
| archy might be, eſteemed. the ſaints, of the Moſt 
High, provided ſalvation could be ſo eaſily ob- 
tained 2 even that corrupted church itſelf will not 
allow of ſuch a propoſition, ſeeing it excludes al! 
fram the kingdom of heayen, ho are not of her 
community, notwithſtanding they may profeſs the 
name of Jeſus. As the world i in gener ral are, di- 
| vided | into 'four grand denominations reſpetling 2 
religious ſentiments, ſo they who bear the 
g of Chriſt are not without cheif parties. % To env- 7 
merate the various ſebts who go under this cha» 
rafter would be to little purpoſe, ſeeing but | few | 
do maintain 4 form of ſound words. Some deny th 


— proper divinity of the Prince of life and glory, 


RY fagrifice,, whiltt.q; ;thirg. ſort count his 
9 5 righteouſneſs 55 
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- righteouſneſs oniy woailable ts tendey the former 

meritorious;;Waving therefore names ank parties, 
we vill ſuppoſe the goſpel rendered effectdal to 
many! to heget a ſet bfipringiples in their'minds us 
conſiſtent with'itſeÞ as ever was profeſſed if fuck 
reſt here can this profit //Sappoſe a man as high 
in the doctrines of grace at ever any yet attained, 
if he beliłve only in and not: vn Chriſt, «what doth 
this argue in his favor 5 Af he eredit evety truth 
relative to G dis people both called and uncalled, 
can tliis ſave him? To hear what God hath pur- 
poſed in their behalf, what he doth for them in 

time, and the great things he Will eertainly do for 
them int eternity; what [warrant doth this afford 
me to believe on Clriſt. if the goſpel givens für- 
ther encouragement What ſatisfaction can fallen 

angels enjoy in hearing of a redeemer provided 
for Adam's fallen offspring? Reſtrain the goſpel 

call; and What hope is there left? For how doth' 

it appear that we have any'goſpel at all; by which 

we may obtain the divine favor? If the law leave 

us after all its eonvidtions, terrofs; and thunder- 
ings, though awakened yet under its dominion; 

we differ only from 6ur former condition juſt as a 
man in periſhing circumſtantes andHenfible of his 
ate differs from another in the like danger who- 
yet is inſenſible and fecure., Deſpair only adds to 
our " condemnation, it is produAiive,of no. virtue; 


conſequently if the call under conſideration be not 
| indefinite, 


[1 - 
indefinite, it muſt be the. gontrary, and ſo ene, 
us to periſh in our miſery... But ſuppoſing it ao 
ba defivice: and ilut Trand many others ane ſtie per. 
ſons an whand it calls, how did we attaimthatwhich | 
{o, defines un? Ifj it be: auß erell neither by dhe 
law nor goſpel, but hy the Spirit of the Lordi in a 
ſovereign way unknown. tons, we tracingithe'; ef: 
fects of this his ſovereigu operation conclude o 
ſelves his elect pesple, on whom he calls 3, allows |} 
ing this poſition, what doth our faith amount 10-4 
Doth it amount to any ching but this, that becauſe 4 
of theſe effects it is evident that Chriſt and all the 
bleflings of redemption! are ours 2 while Ihe ſe arp | 
diſcerned our faith, or rather concluſion isi clean f 
and ſtrong, but if they ſhould be ohſæusgd, wa | 
are to wait for a renewed evidence thereof How 
the foregoing maxim can he proved from the ar 
cred oracles is hard to e on dhe contrary, if 
the goſpel be the divine inſtrument by yhicha 
ſaving faith is produced, then faith is ſomething 
more chan a concluſion foundefl on imaginary 
warks and figns; ox a bare aſſent eto the truth of a 
ſet of religious principles how canſiſtent᷑ ſoe ver they 


may be vith the gaſpel of Chriſt, vhich / aſſent will 


certainly proſſe us no more than Balaam's did, who | 
| eaeld believe for others, but not for himſelf. > of je 


Second) ys, The e Chief End 24 deßg n of the gol. : 
MTY a Tr n 1255 | 


pel'; Is, [that n men n for themſe}yes'n may embrace, e 
4 ' $45 3: % 2 TY \ 
8 x Hol | 


hold of, cam 88 ta reveals 
ad cha end vf che law fontrightcouſnels, and by and 


throughdhim pEHN The ſame. grace and glaty.the 
re eee to his elet᷑t people. ON 18 


if $ ' . ; 5 1141 
Wo the ale ch ge ated upon le 10 0 40d kak 


\. (+ ther s lane 27 ng 
been 0 i ſhewn, even mots! who are at preſ ent 
by BILE ITY OCECT'S 
ur der e 1 99 1 PAT eſpalles and fins ; ; to 
} 019-9} « 
whic nien 3 % f. een notice no ſuch h perſons 


will "be 9 ; edicnt it, Ga he 85 idee of the law 

bare evi Nhat 10 a eh delpair Air of 3 attaining 

Are a legs 1 008 Wherefore tet 
roug 5 a WA. 

CEL? obſerve ay ggf ft Dir hn late. 
10 GE gf ons ic ein bas nn 
eee eee ee. 
fied, fifiſſring redemption by e ee God's 
appointud way A ih. 9013 sid i 
uy io 11 : n 5 V 1 al erm 
ttc Secondly... A 2. s before c CAO ET. 1 2 
having nqflung io paz, Ae arp 9 kult. confide 
Wes erer hat; be finiſhed zhe great 
work tor. theme. ER 0 Adee 


een d berg de brow in We, . 


5 Thirdly; They 1 60 Wand 4h che ui 
themſelves that Gol II Pärdeff, juſtißy, and ac 
cept chem "freely, \coitiing unte him thfeüth the 


Filled redetpfion ge his fön. NN 


1 0 Du NE. Art 11 ts; 21 Hg 101 4 
1 Fourthly, They are, thus fiducially \balieviegon 
Chriſt and God by him, to depend upon it that God 
will certainly beſtow on them both grace and glory. 
| 1 Firſt, 


x — Re omg, 


EW =! 
- Pirt, Singers, ten che dhiief Grimes iure 
Lalled upon t6 Jook' on Ohriſt 'ehucind Hing 

n 
rellemption by his death; &' God's —— 
of ſalvation.ꝰ Moſt men- who ark che ſub hes of 
legal © 6 onvition, and. are alarmed in th bel . 


y- fa $034 +» Vf * 
ciences, very y Toon 1 . that Chri bis, 11 3 
Lord 55 pointed wa way great difficu ty | with 
„1 4 . ; 50 I I 31 itt 
Tuch\ Is e, they Ds al efl to 99 5 e 19 00 
* 1 - Ta: 


1 © 818 N b 

by this" 158 ! heb Rot abo 8 utmoſt | 
of their ability to pr epare, qu 95 5 d render 
8 les mes LIL Wa 72 71 2248 
hemſelves meet for ch an approach, akipg 
elne! Melo Av 
chief comfort and encouragement bin Rs pre | 
paration and meetneſs; but whe? the Spirit of ; 
the; Lord., Through the: Iaw, [hath ſhem chem the 
inſulficĩiency of all ſuch attempts, and by itbie goſ· 
pel perſuades the heart that chey, and they i-only | 
"who have nothing to pay are welcome; their ſouls 
are irhinediately defirous in Wine meaftfb tb caſt 
thenifelves upon the metcy o Cod trough Chrif | 
Jeſus. Our preſent bange, is not t © lt bf the 
operations of the divine Spirit « on the healts of fin- 


ners through the word of grace, but what he ih 
port of that Nord! is, and to prove that our preſent 
propoſition. Is: chat, which, it inculegtes. This 
vill appear if we conſult Kom. ii. 35, and 


26. Whom God bath ſetforth to be; a propitite 
tion, through faith in his blood, to declare his 


righteouſneſs for the remiſſion of ſins that: are paſt, - | 
through the forbearance of God ; to declafe 1 fay, 
_= 1 Tr iis oe fy ga neat rr ein 


af this ticks le rightboufnst8, tat he itight be juſt, 
and the Juftifierf! him which believeth' on Jeſus. ny 
The call of the oſpel on ſi inhers 1 is not to believe | 
they ate; büt te believe in order that ey may be 
ſaved. Therefore if it call on them to Took. on 
Chriſt crucified, 'as thereby "finfſhin g the work of 
8 redemption;* aid therein” being God's pointed 
way for falvatioh, it alſo mocha them,” cy 


44s: 2101 it! " ele O9 197 1 455 9135109 


| Secondly,” As ſuch 0s . and aſſure 
| hemlelyes that Chriſt finiſhed the great work; for: 
them. ,,,,The,former, propoſition implies no leſs; 
if che latter be. denied the former is rendered vain 
to the ſou}, ,yhich. is in ꝓeriſhing circumſtanees, 
and is ſeeking for ſalvation. What is the complaint y 
of ſuch a;perſpn. ? Is it not that his ſins are like 
mountains upon bim. E the _— worn and | 
he bath sc iseehc eech to ſtand Beiole 
an holy and juſt God with acceptance ? What 
doth it avail *to inſfdrm füch à one, che ougbt to 


belieye that Chriſt is the, Lord. 's apppinted way for 


finners to he frog, and. Jet, that he 23, a ſinner 
hath x no warrant ſo much as te attempt to. truſt ox 
confide that Chriſt dieg for his injquities, that be 
wrought out a a perfcA righteouſneſs. for him... Will 
not ſuch a burdened e law; condemned ſinner, 
reply, to w hat. Purpoſe le do, you. AL me. that 
W. Zighteou une ang Rong d 0 Cri, vl 
od's 


God! 8 peil way I the falvario on 
if I a finner am ngt to labor, authorized by God's, | 
word, to truſt and conſide Chriſt, did all this for 
me ? Do you think that rather than I ſhould per 
| riſh, Chriſt will come again from heayen to ſuf- 
FA fer ?; Or may I content, myſelf with ſuch a faith as 
dares;ng gol, my, fins; were laid; upon him, as 
only credits the report of his being a; favor to his - 
elect? If I muſt content myſelf with the l HN | 
alas alas! 1 know of'nio"mirks er tokens, but 
rhole of che wrath aft dilpleaſuré Gf x juſt an 
righteous God; and unleſs I can cleave unto this 
ſavior for myſelf,” I muſt "inevitably'periſh to aft 
eternity. Again As the gofpel calls on ſinners ' 
not only' to look on Chrift as God's way, but alſcy | 
to ttuſt in him as a way for them ; alf 
Bein ant of 9h 1601 N 0 1 1 Afi. | 
Thirdly, Doth it call. on them td confde, truſty 
and aſſure themlelves,! that God- will pardon, juſe 
© tify, and accept them dene n en 
through, the finiſhed xedemptiqn of his ſon, . 
L may pöllibly be  alked" is nt "this 4 dite 4 
a betievirg What ay Evtfituahty" äppraf to have _ 
Ho real exiſtence 7 o whith it may fy rep li ed, 5 
if the: God "of tubth «Rp Mel" Julkicc, ahd mer &, v2 
doth call in his 86 A. and a foul | obeys chte all, 
the Lord is engaged that no alf ppoint ment at 1 
| follow ſuch an obedibilte.” Week the "Lot 5 


übes mat be rightét Gulh, Goes ; the very ſpp 


7 Dow | OE tion x | 


c . 0 
Gel t that ths call, wee il ag of ihe 


goſpel, otiykatever'i it may be denominated, being 
his, i i 4 fufficient proof” of its veracity | ab retti- 
tude. Tt is 18 to be conſidered yot as baking of 


5b ON © 


ſinners i in general, neither as ſpeaking to chem col 
leftively but indefinitely : and 40 64 800, It ad- 


nir 
mits not any one to reply, he is too 5 y 1 
CET 900 481 774 686139167 
vile; nor Aoth it find any who can warranzably 
: $4 8 8 A $4 ot db 11 02 Are 
affirm, | : 8 not elekted; 5 could uch an in ance 


e e 
be producec "that i is the : foul that « can. upon the 
99477 


114 80 ii 
principfes of Ane reh refule to 1eat en to 
j WEE ft: if + t 1111 Dir 13 
the voice o of mercy. Feery one 0 is fa favo yored by 


; 711 7 ge 
a Kind Pre Providenge with the fot ptures of truth, i is 
ATtrrtzt7 1 440 
not princiß pally required to atiend what ngerns 
11 229 


I 10 033 TON ; 1 
others, as a neceſſary m cans of his  Llvation, hut 
"what rela tes to bine, Y id as this behoyeth one, 
G 6 . 


fo doth. it another that is alike favored: if af lingle 


26-4 #191 


| individual could rationally Opfer 0 + the word of 


truth calling, becauſe it is not manifeſt to him 
he is A choſen veſſel, hy might 1 not another. {EM 
| And why might not all do the Tame And dif lo, 
how would Chriſt lee 'of the travel © of, his ſoul.? 7— 
*Tis by the obedience of t the goſpel, clecting grace 
is evidenced to God $ cholen ſeed. h Doth not this 
appear from Epliſ. i KY 3, 14. 6c In whom „e allo 
truſted; after that \ ye heard the word of. truth, the 
goſpel of) your falvation : 2 in "whom, allo; after ye 
believed, ye were ſealed with, that. holy Spirit of 
Promiſe, which is the earneſt of our inheritance, 
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| racity. Was God to deal with his pe ople Kee 1, 


LU; 


much. onſequent) we, are Glied h by the divine 


"COT 


until the. redemption, of the h boden, 


unto the 20 5 of bis glory." 13 he pr PN jon 


now confi 


"I irren 
as his way for ourſelves, _unleſs we 51 did id in ord 
to ſome end? The' ver ry idea of of 3 


* * 
191 I Di F.> 34 1 


933 


it 2 2Min 


| voice t traſt that | God vill pardon and accept us, 


= 


we buildin 590 our confidence. on the foundation, he 
"him <4 ſelf hath 1 laid ; ; coming to him; in n the re O * 


Ou . 4 01 


"own 2 appointment : | not that : fouls 1 in wh on. at (irt 
rice may be, as the ſmoking flax and t bruifed 


d, I to 155 1 4: fde p a 2 FA 4 
bree hoe os o in oint o egree at Olpe 
. 2211. 9 1 3113 03] 80 b rha 1 the 80 Wh 


calls on them to perform ; that i is a, matter which | 


2 $2. 52 14 . 11411 
at preſent relates hot to our ſubjett, nevertheless | 


50 11 3'W 1 Gs < 
the Voice of truth is is All the | ame, whether 1 men 
af 1 12 n 14 8 715 
"be 'obedient or not. The more we believe and. 


4118 #1 3-5 


are perſuaded, the more. we honor che dip ine ve- 


3 $169 3” 


3 £2995 #Þ 


Ing to the 'worthinels, | or Tather unwarthineſs of 0 
their "faith, they muſt periſh bor, ever : but CY 


what goodnels | ! what mercy ! What love? t Fes del. 


1194 


2.4112 


ther the paralytic feet of his people 8 faith. 05 or 


91 


confirmation of what hath been ſaid, attend Ve to 


Paul': J words or rather the words of God by him, 


Rom. iv. 20. to the cloſe, ſpeaking of Abraham, 71 


it is laid, * He ſtaggered | not at the promi e of 


| God ene unbelief, but was ſtrong in "faith, 


giving 


6 


ered relates | to. the Wea, 9 faith, hat = 4 
would i it ſigniyt to truſt in Chri as, Go 75 | 


; piles not the dim e eye, "the trembling hand, | nei- I 


| 1 


giving glorynto God land being fully perſuaded, 
that, What hee had promiſed, he Was able alſo to 
perform. And therefore it Was imputed to him 
for righteouſneſs.” What the 1 Improvement is we 


may ſee by the following words: ay Now it was 
not Written for bis fake alone?" that! it was imputed 
to him; but for us alſb to hom it ſhall be im- 
pauted, if we believe ofl Hitn that raiſed up Jefus 
our Lord from the dead ; Who was elne for 
our offences, and was, raiſed agpin for for our WAIT 


£38: {45> 
cation. . . NV SHOE 55 ge = Its 


keula They whO 4 Ware called ts belitve as 
aforementioned; are required to depend that God 


vill certainly bebe os chem bott "Fra ce” and 
glory. 6858 ae At e bofin \ þ+ 1 6 3 


1 e ee ee eee eee es 


« How ſhall ke nohwichdüm alſo. pan diode 
all things.?” are the words of an inſpired apoſtle, 
Rom, viiicge-. who. allo alfirms, 2 Cor. i. 20 All 
the promiſes, of God in him are yea, and i in him 

amen, unto the glory. of God by us: by us Who 
hold forth unto you, or unto others, a cxucified 
lavior, who bath both hexe Ang ewe boners, 


* 4 


and i in whom de is s wel ponent in ee. pl you 
and all who hear the goſpel to belieye and confide 
in; to this bleſſed end and purpoſe, even for the 
enjoyment of all that a God hath promiſed to be- 
ſtow rough, him, of which you do not well to 


doubt 


the + 


doubt and ud for all the þronbraþ i Him 
are yea. Having eule thele" particulars, let 
us return to che laſt general head, viz. 1 


A? '{ 211 010 11 143 A 5 $74 HOH 12 101 


|. Thixdly, No perſop is aWhorized tq afin he is 
of the number gf choſę, whom Chriſt:redeemed by | 
bis fulßlment of all righteouſneſs; until hen 
proye to himſelfihe bath heliexed terguntof z 


1 This WilFferve for an din eef & Gene e ohen N 


before mati, If 2. «FF the Lord e blen | 
© obeyed, . ans a ſolely in the behalf of his 1 
, ele peoplo, hoy .qughtiany but big chplen t to 
bt te beligye, he was ingarnate, obeyed;;,and, died 
b, for bing. An.heart. confidence, on ;the. medi- g 
ation: of Chriſt founded on the goſpel, conſiflered | 
as God's call to ſinners, is quite of a different na- 
dure, Am warfaritably'affitmitig erthefe to c our- | 
| ſelveioÞ others, that Chriſt did die and bey tor 
us. The ene is butt 161 the divine toſtimbny in 
the goſpet; through which the HO SHR ll 
rates faith in the hearts of his people, to take hold of, 
appropriate; and conhde'in: the incarhdtion f. | ih. 
teouſneſs and death of Chriſt, as God's 8 > en 1 
| way Aul vation; and/the other is botto ed on 
the perception! of 2 faith fo actuated, inches of 4 
all its⸗ſanktify ing fruits and effefs. Thie former 
is an bhedience to the goſpel call, the latter ariſes © 
from'& perſpicuous evidence that we have obeyed 
it. But Teſt” a ſhadow of abſurdity - Thou 1d ſeem 


Was - 6: 


T1 


tqremain; leit be furthermoticed that no fallen ſon or 


daughter of Adam, convinced or unconhvinced by 
the law, can truſt, conſide, or aſſure themſelves 


in the formet ſenſe, notwithſtanding the. gdfpel 


call, but by the energy of the divine Spirit chro- 

it, which energy or power is the peculiar gift of 
God's elect, in order chatiithey may be ſaved. 
This doctrine the great: apoſtle» of the Gentiles 
evidegtly inculcates, Zpheſ«ii.'8;9; and 10. For 


by grace are ye ſaved, through! faith; and that 


not of ydurſelves;zitisthe gift of God: not of 
works, leſt any dan ſhould boaſt: for we are his 
workmanſhip: created: in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
Vvorks) which:God hath before ordained, that we 
ſhould walk in them,. Similar to which the maſ- 

ter himſelf Rath ſpoken, as may be ſern Jobs vi. 
44. No man can come tome, except the Father 
which hath fent me dr Him: and I will raiſe him 
up at the laſt day: Matt. xi ami) All things 
are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man 
knoweth the Son but the Father neither knowerh 


any man the Father ſave che Son, and he to whom- 
ſoever ihe ſon vi reveal him. Wherefore this 


power is, as before aſſerted, the peculiar offiee of the 
divine Spirit to impart, as many other paſſages of 


ſacred writ affirm, particularly John iii. 6, 8.— 
Thus though it remain an incontrovertible truth 
that whoever comes to Chriſt muſt be animated ſo 


to do 5 the divine . of all grace, or he will 
QTY be never 
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ſinners to His aver through this Iavior / thit th 


| raved Gþakigh een ban ſpiritually-quickened) 
chat they att rotionallyꝝ in. ſo treating both law! and 
goſpel, the: latter, via: the goſpel nici ot; be 


never believe on arise God, f jebl; 18 horns : 
goſpel:callcufeleſs arid wait checauſe Wis a tatio: | 


nal call. Mankind in-geheral ave" in eendemnedl 


and periſhing circumſtanoes, whether tliey will 8 | 
believe-it;or no,/Becauſedcrjpture hath-ſo deblared | 


it, io which Godhirh-atforevealeda ſavior; and fig 


aifled-thathe will paidon aud forgive, and receive 


{hall be blefled'byehüm peith all ſac gifts! 8s ell 


' #«hdertheni happhboch in. time and to eternity. 


Hoheit if they wil ndher credit God's word « N 
threatning nor promiſe, bui on the contrary, xtjeſt 
and deſniſe. it, give abe preferanc reference tor very idle 
amuſement ard concern 1th 5 until it can be 


evinced to be uſeleſs andi vain/ though difobeped.; 9 
as is evitlent from Paul declaration, C tis 13 
46. , For, ſays be, wehe unte; God a febt a- 
vor. of. Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in 

them that periſn. To the one we are a favor of |. 


death. unte death, and to ah dther the favor. of. 5 


life unto life. 47 [15% 5014. . 557 Mo +:otodes 1 n 
10 > 09522507 1880 et 26 ITE: U ige Sade + 
e IQ... u Verst ültkg ars Via Lena, 
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JAVING'” finiſh 2 as' ebpoted, viz. an in- 
1 quiry into the nature of the goſpel call, we 
dan come now to treat of the publication thereof. 


£4 [A 7 "W | E742 17 2 F 1 1 Fj 75 j 


That the ſacred Glens: are ſufficient of them- 
abe in che hand of the divinę Spirit, both for 
conviction and converſion, were che Lord pleaſed 
ſo to uſe them, is without queſtion; but ſo the 
Lord hath not always determined. On the con- 
trary it ſeemed-gi od.unto him primarily to give 
- unto the church, firſt apoſtles and prophets, after- 

wards. evangeliſts, paſtors, a and teachers, for the 
e of the ſaints, for the vork of the miniſ- 
try, for the edifying of the body. of Chriſt. Epheſ. 
iv. 8,11, 12. Tis the appointment of God that | 
in this preſent, ſtate men ſhould be employed in 
various occupations for the temporal benefit of 
themſelves and one another, and it is their duty in 
their reſpettive callings to glorify him as the ulti- 
mate end of all. As therefore the far greater part 
of mankind are daily) to attend ſecular affairs, the 
Lord hath alſo ordained from the beginning the 
"_ to ma ſtudy, explain, and inculcate 
A a e his ; 


T "94 1 "Ig 
his truths, for which laſt mentioned. arent is 
bath appointed and injoined public meetings 9 ö 

aſſemblies periodically to be attended, wherein and 
at which times he will ſocially be waited on and 
worſhipped. This di dne ordindtion:ist attended 
with innumerable benefits of a ſpiritual nature, 4 
without which, through the xapoltary : of Ad 
and original depravity, mankind would have! utik 
into abſolute and down. right Atheiſm. But; thig 
divine purpoſe of focial worſhip hath taken effet 
through the Whole ſeries of time zaecempanied , 
„ - by an unremittetd ſucceſfibn of ecclefialtic officer | 
9 for the ends beföre figniftetl: the (chief öf Which 
| all will readih Alle (who Are Uivinely taught) to 
be divine inſtruction through a göſpel miniſtry, 1 
which miniſtty conſiſts of two: parts efpecially, via. 
the corwiction and converſion of ſinners, and the 
perfeQing and edifyingiof ſaints. The former of 
which 1 ſhall only attend to, and conſider the of- 
fice of an een hate 2 5 to' ane . 
to fold relation. g Cary 0 


| F rſt, "OF a rakes of. the law... 
1 "Secondly, of the goſpel. © 


7 


Firſt, As a preacherof the nes! To Ca, the ; 
law appears not'very ſuitable to the character of 
a goſpel miniſter, yet it is neceſſary. in order-that 


men "hor are: in * utmoſt danger of periſhing 
everlaſtingly $4 


e 


\ - 


Wn tw 
everkiſtingly may be apprized; of, the. — x 
. of this, dges not atiſe 
much fem the. wleneſa gt their hate, and their 
unwonthinels:0 recaive the.goſpeh ofi glad tidings, 
as their entire indiſpoſition to attend unto the, dir 
vine and gracious, meſſage: dhen fee ng n 
thereof, chen arent eaſe. and regard it» nog 
when aldsmed the miniſtxꝝ of: the lax is further, ne- 
cefary ib cone te of the. inſuffgienex of 
all the. falſergeſuges, to which in 95 nee 
| —_ ae inalinsble toy ant. | Mahn 26 


| Seeondly, The office of an fa hal 
chiefly and 3 in e the goſpel 


| declaration. C | | 
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How this ſhould bi publiſhed, the nature of 
the goſpel itſelf is a directory. That it be with 
| perſpicuity the neceſſity thereof will appear, in- 
aſmuch as men in general: are apt to err about it. 
The ſcriptures are not plain and obvious at firſt 
view, but to thoſe to whom the Spirit of the Lord 
will ſo. render them; which he is net pleaſed in 
general to do, but expefts that much diligence, 
prayer, and meditation ſhould be uſed, and fre- 
quently than one perſon ſhould inquire of another, 
concerning the things which relate to their eternal 
welfare, in which duties he is pleaſed to open 
their underſtandings. The ſcriptures are only 
from themſelves capable of being CY con- 

, * Aa 2 N | 


; fequendly they whoſe buſineſs itcls' 40 er kin 6e 
word and dołtrine, are heſt qualified to deliver 
their import and meaning to others ;"belides the) 
who are traly called are called by God eto heit 
ſacred function, añd conſequently are in u bre 
pecaliar degree under the divine :influerice, md 
are enitruſted witk more talents chan ihe private | 
chriſtiatt: Let'this therefore ſuſſice touching this | 
branch ef our inquiry, „ e 80 aft: | 
and Tigteeding chapter to eonfidet (as propbfed) 
the inſtrumentality of the goſpel in ſubſervienc 
to the : Operations of the divine Spit in in the elfe. F 
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| "ERE: MG cali of he goſpel at any t tinio, 
attended with power to the hearis of dead 
l they would neceſſarily remain in a ſtate of 
ſpiritual death to eternity. As the law without 
the Spirit of God is inſufficient to convince of fin 
the hardened offender, ſo is the goſpel of truth 5 
incapable to convert the natural heart without the 
almighty operation of that divine agent. Tis ir- 
rational to ſuppoſe, as hath | been heretofore 
proved, 


_ 


\ 
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— lbas abe ihird / perſon in he everbleſſed 
Trinity, whojs Lord and ſovereign of the, divine. 


. ele gt accbfding ts the rare*thirebyfound : 
edc ptöpristy muy it be mrad keume, 
bon are capable of me ufs bf their Ationlal 


may TN 89 under. that name e, to. {uppoſe he can 
ar will own to ſaving purppſey, if, both horrid 


law ET ever juſtify or condemn thoſe who are 


mnyert;but by his goſpal z what 


and blaſphemous. That he may over-rule error 


to the mdmifeſtatien of the truth? is nd morbto be 


| denies than bystke permiſſibn of ſin h may 

eventumlycdehnver from ab find! Manyiu faint 
when in' a natural: ſtate has been firſt awakened 
to a conſideration of themſely by. means 
'of F OA rdinary ini uity t they lere been ſuf⸗ 


n 


| fered to commit ; alſo e TE "ok, the g golpel : 


by means/of-the;erxors that have been; broached 


concerning it. If ve apprehend error fox truth 
either in reading or hearing, our faith is formed 


have been inveſtigated with uncommon aſſiduity, c 


aecbrdihgly, and therefore cant 'b& che faith of 


God's elect. Though the people ol God know 


not the whole of goſpel truth, yet there ever will | 


be an harmony between the eſſentials thereof anti 
their faith.” Theſe _ _ premiſed, it wilt 


not be amiſt to inquire "Het 1897 „ bs 5. 


; 


bay a4 its 


 Firſ, Whether ihe divine ey 65 doth offeQtually 5 
call men without the diſpenſation of the goſpel, 
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propettics of faith" he hört ne Peters another in 
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_ + Fifüchn Etrue dave bei net abe; immediate fruit 
and: ct&..of Chriſt peresi ed and embraged. h 
faith, through the; gafpeha.godly-forzow'and:true | 
repentance the indtantantous; produdtions of done. 
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© They, who affixm the. goſps} Sehen is, abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. to ſalvation, havehy the geporality 
of mankind been always eſteemed ag, perſons of 
very uncharitable ſentiments, This, 66pſyrs.cer- 
tainly ariſes rpm the imaginaty and deluſixe. con- 
cluſion, that natural men are apt to draw, viz. 
that by their works they muſt be ſaved. Indeed 


if their e herein can he” ONT by the 
e _— 


\ 


3 


naderiayritiidned of agu, they a ANY tO 
infer that where the ſcriptures are not known, 
thidſe who are ignorant of fedemption by Chriſt 
may do well by an upright conformity to the dic- 
-tatesi of a natural -oonſtience 2 howbeit on this 
principle they muſt prove that the Supreme Gover- 
nör of the univerſe will, as an abſolute God, par- 
don not only the ſins of infirmity, but alſo the 
original ſin af all ſuch, ſeeing thèy are without a 
ſſacrifice: but the facred word inſtead of being a 
prop to, "flatly" diſcountenances ſuch wain conclu- 
ſions. In one place vit;/affirms, Rom, iii. 20. 

660 By the deeds of the: law no fleſſi ſhall be juſti- 

-fied in Gods ſight; and in another, wiz. Prov. 

XXix. 18. Where there is no viſion the people 
periſn.“ The natural heart determines for God 
according tolits preconceptions of him. Men in 
general are of opinion, that if their fellow crea- 
tures act according to the beſt of their knowledge 
and power, God is obliged to accept them. This 

is their condutt toward their: children, and thoſe 
ho Are under their authority, and can you ſup- 
Pole ſay they that God is leſs merciful? Upon 
theſe principles to what lengths do men extend 

his merey, and yet rightly apprehended. how do 
they contract it? Were they as ſolicitous to ſe- 
cure the honors of his juſtice and holineſs, they 
would not be ſo ready to cenſure them who main- 
tain the neceſſity of goſpel revelation, but fram- 
| | ing 


tat 


14d a deity ending Se tr own king, oth. 
they repreſent to themſelves! neither infinite \;ip 
juſtice nor mercy ; they are irritated:to the laſt de. 

8 to the proud king of Babylon) againſt,al 6 
thoſe who will not fall down and wofhip he 

image they themſelves have ſet up. Obers here 
are who acknowledging the neceſſity of the reve- 
lation of Chriſt, yet unwilling to condemn the 
heathen deſtitute of the goſpel, think that the 
Lord the Spirit without the word diſcovers him 
to their hearts. Certainly this the Lord can and. | 
may, but that he doth or will do, his word ap- 
pears rather to deny than maintain. If not, what 
conſtruttion can we put on the ſeriptures juſt now 
quoted, as well as on the following paſſages . | 
Rom. x. 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17. For whoſoever 
| ſhall call upon the name of the Lord, ſhall be 
ſaved. How then ſhall they call on him in whom + 
they have not believed? And how ſhall they be- 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how ſhall they hear without a preacher? And how | 
ſhall they preach except they be ſent? As it is 
written, how. beautiful are the feet of them that 
- preach the goſpel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
ol good things! But they have not all obeyed the 


goſpel. For Eſaias ſaith, Lord, who hath be- 


heved our report? So then, faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God.“ This 
declaration from the lip of truth leaves the aforg-" 
t ed going 


[ 201 J | 

going ſentiment without any foundation; which if 
_ eſtabliſhed would bring don our Lord's threatning 
| Rev. ii. g. to a meer nothing. But that the 


goſpel muſt be diſcovered to ſinners, either ordi- 
narily or extraordinarily, ere they can obtain the 


divine favor and be ſaved, is without doubt. The 


Church of. England ſticks not to anathematize all 
khoſe who deny it. Art. 10. They alfo are to 
be had accurſed, that preſume to ſay, that 
% every man ſhall be fayed by the law. or ſect 
which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to 
+: frame his life according to that law, and the 
s light of nature. For holy ſcripturè doth ſet 
out unto us only the name of Jeſus Chriſt where 
« by-men muſt be ſaved.” If the matter Rand 
thus, how important the goſpel ! No wonder ſa» 
tan ſo rages at it. Nothing meets with ſo much 
oppoſition in the, world as the word of the Lord's 
grace. Evil angels yithſtand it, knowing i its ex- 
cellence, being fully affured that it tends above 
all things to the demolition'of their authority, and 
that wherever it comes it ſhakes the kingdom of 
their prince even to the foundation. What doth 
our Lord himſelf ſay on this orcaſion? Luke x. 
18. And he ſaid-unto them, 1 beheld ſatan as 
lightning fall from heaven.” But hoy doth the 
enemy of. ſouls oppoſe it? Firſt he will rejeQ the 
very name of Chriſt by exciting hatred in thoſe 
under his power. Is not this the melancholy * | 
4 Jb. 


of the Pagan, 8 and Jewiſh — * 
He ſtirs them up to be enemies to their own fal- 54 
vation. If any individuals among them ſhould. ; 
be led to embrace even but the namę of Chriſt, 
much more bis ſcripture, what oppoſition from — 1 
their brethren immediately enſues! Abuſe too vis | 
rulent, and treatment too cruel, cannot be des | 
viſed, that in their judgment they think ſuch de- 
ſerve not. In the chriſtian world the enemy acts 
another part; if he cannot expel the name af goſ- 
pel, he will pervert the thing; this was the "caſe | 
in Paul's time. What doth chat great apoſtle ſay” | 
on that. occaſion: ? What his words are may be 
ſeen Gal. i. 6, 7, 8, and 9g. I marvel, that ye are 
ſo ſoon removed from him, fhat called you into 
the grace of Chriſt, unto another goſpel: which ; 
is not another, but there be ſome- that trouble 
you, and would pervert, the goſpel of Chriſt. "== 
Let us ſtop here and aſk this queſtion, hath not 
the Arian, Sabellian, Papiſt, Socinian, Arminian; 
&c, &c, perverted. the, goſpel of Chriſt ? They 
all pretend to teach and preach it, but muſt we 
believe what they deliver to be pure goſpel, be- 
cauſe they ſay ſo? The name of goſpel will not 
ſave us. Whatever appellations men may give to 
tlüngs, unleſs they be.. rightly named, they are 
not the things thereby repreſented. '\ Therefore 
this is a very ſubtle device of a 41 :Do:nat men 
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© goſpel 
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/ ole), and on the contrary the goſpel into lawẽ? 
And thoſe who come nearer the truth, do they 
not inculcate ſome conformity to the law as a ſtep 
to Chriſt? Every where; and in every one is 
there a war againſt the goſpel revelation and call, 
even the hearts of God's people, in proportion 

to the actings of the old principle within them are 

fighting againſt it; but let us ſee of what import- 
ance the inſpired penman regards this point? He 
adds, “ But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
prèach any other goſpel unto you, than that we 
have preached, untoqou, let him be accurſed.— 
A matter of canſequente indeed, that could draw 


from the pen uf a man, whoſe heart was fo replete, 


with, divine philantbropy, as it appears his was! 
But to ſhew that: the: ſubje& he had now in hand 
Vas to the utmoſt degree intereſting and impor- 
tant, he ſubjoins . As was ſaid before, ſo ſay I 
how again, if any man preach, any other, goſpel 
unto you, than that ye have received, let him be 
accurſed. No: matter whether profeſſed bre - 
thren, or open enemies, Paul regarded it not, 
he condemned them all, in this exceeding: mo- 
mentous and weighty Codtehith _ Seeing then that 
a right diſplay of the grace of the goſpel, and a 
warrantable call to the enjoyment of that grace, 
are ſet fo orth i in far more different points of view 
than any other 1. ſubject, it behoveth us to be care · 
ful what, apprehenſion we entertain, thereof, and 
; B b 2 f to 


YA 
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to be ſolicitous that our conception of this incine : 
be agreeable to the mind and will of God: For 
although it be exteeding difficult to form a right 1 

judgment herein, unleſs we religioully and atten- 
tively, adhere to the Lord and what he declares; 
yet it ſrems from what bath been obſerved in the 


courſe of this inquiry, that we ſhall not err, if ve 


follow this rule: Viz. to regard: the hleſſings of | 
grace as freely hald forth to:finners ot only aa 
dead in fin, but wholly under the condemnation 
of the law, to be actepted by ſuch through that | 
mediation” only, wheteby::God is declared to be = 
infinite both in juſtice and merey: and alſo not 
only to look on theſe benefits as lauful ſo to be re- 
ceived; but to be concerned with af heart/eotifis. | 
detice tb embrice them avtordinglgy by virtue t 
and ii obedierice to that eall; :which: is both inde- 
finite and free, concluding that the goſpet alone. = 
is a ſtnner's only proper ate to Ohriſt, and Chriſt 
received by faith,- is Hs ſole 'title/16'grace and 
glory. The fie xt particular tb de en n 16 


. Whether i e beat the. 
inſtrument in the hand of the divine Spirit of be- 
getting faith in the hearts of God's people. rb vis 


That it does not in. All ſt who beat i, 15 not ow. 
ing to any liniitation i in the goſpel, bit muſt” be 
attributed to the good pleaſure of him atone, who' 
can only render it effectual. That it is the inſtru- 


mental 


ee ii — „ — 2nfgs per 
* 
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and 110 f the building all their! hopes and nc 25 
on it, for deliverance from;the miſerable circuma © 


the preſcriptions of an infallible phyſician, if be 


tees fo as to perceiye, ,and. hears. 2s. toundertand, | 


3 &'&4 35 44% >3* © .” 


Nagces in which they are through(fin, and the. fall, © | 
A cilgrdered map ;neither ſees nor hears, axight, | 


be totally unaffefigd yrich his advice. and counſels | 
but he that, thaykfully, nd, carnltly embraces it, 


d e avility. of. hat i preſcribed. 
bim. , Our Lords words, Hin viii gt. Krenn 


forcign ; rom our preſent: 1 inguiry,! « And, ye ſhall | 


bar hq e and che ruf ſhall make, you free”, | 
Do not theſe wards evidently imply chat thę truth, 
is the. inftrament,: = 7. without, a anf | | 


band tc uſe, ih, it js of no avail ? Js,nok the, in 


port of theſs words allp, that, that diyine agent, | 
who effefts 2 ſpiritual freedom, will nt afford it, 
but by.the truth ? 75 If, the; arguments now uſed and 
ſcriptures, adduced. are not ſufficiently e 4 
to prove gur r propoſition, v vill not the teſtimony of = 

the, apoſſle James, which belore ye later ren on 
to cite determine the matter ? James i. 18. Of 
his own will. -begat; he us by. the word of truth., 7791 "I 


Seeing therefore that the goſpel is of fo. great uti) 


lity, without which nothing, of. a ſaving nature. is, 
effected in. perſons capab ble gf menta reſlefion,, . 
how ought we to prize, ellgem, ieh conſider, 
ponder and pray over it Should it not be re- 

| garded 
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garded by us as ineſlimable, infinitely 40o'be TY 
ferred to all the little concerns of a temporal kind? 
Ought we not to baniſh at the Tenioteſt' diſtance 
the notion ſome have embraced, that it being ca- 
pable of abuſe, it concerns us little to pay any 
ftri attention to it, but follow after love, the 
chief object? Could true love be obtained other- 
wiſe than by the goſpel,” the conclufion would not 
be impertinent; but if it be the only channel, by 
which this grace is derived, how dangerous the 
concluſion !; Therefore let us not reject truth, 
much more goſpel truth, but rather pray we the 
God of all grace, mercy and love, that it may be 
tte power of God unto our ſouls, not only for 

er e "_ alſo "oo" our enen and 
nnen . wah Ny 


Thirdly, Let u us N PF it + Honky he eſſen- 
tial property of true faith to perceive and embrace 
the goſpel, as it ſets forth the way 10 God, for ac: 
ceptance and falyation.,, „ 


This poſition ſtrikes us Fad 1 of final e concern. 
It demands at firſt view the utmoſt attention and 
ſerutiny: to err here is not to miſtake in a trivial 
matter, but in that which is of the greateſt mo- 
ment. It-is not like the circumſtantials of reli- 
gion, but it ſeems to relate to religion itſelf, even 
to that which properly « deſerves the name and to 
be ethe very eſſence thereof, Were there many ways 


whereby 


nem At 


| whereby we might 8 God with acceptaties, | 
and through which he communicates his grace. in 
time, and perfefts that grace at laſt in glory, it 


would even then behoye us to know and be aſſured 


we were walking if not in one, yet in anbther.of | 
thoſe ways: but if the way he but ons, and it id 
poſſible we may fatally; exr: in teſpett to it, to uſe 
all mean both to kn. and hom to attain: thereto, - | 
muſt be allowed to, he highly beceffry and re.. 
quiſite. It is obvious, that at the commencement 1 
of the goſpel diſpenſation the diſciples ofour Lord 
were ignorant of many things, which at preſent 
arę judged of great moment: they knew: not the 
nature of Chriſt's kingdom, and inflead of look - 
ing for an heavenly, they were expecting an 
earthly one. Little did they think their maſter 
was to be ſo treated, as the event manifeſted, 1 
vbherefore Peter could chide our Lord himſelf, 

even for hinting at the treatment be muſt neceſ- 5 
farily undergos However we dare not queſtion, | 
but the diſciples were even then the fubjeds of re- 
generating grace, for though they did ugt believe 
as circumſtantially. in the Savior, of mankind, ag 

they did after his reſurrection and aſcenſion, yet 
they did then believe and truſt in him as the Meſ- 
ſiah, the ſent, yea the Son of God, and Savior of 
| the world: for though, they were ignorant in hat 
mapner he was to. prove himſelf their deliverex. 
Me without doubt their 1 | 


; «©» | [ f 20g J : a 
and expeRation from him only. What denomi- 


nates the faith of any man true or falſe, effectual 
or ineffectual to ſalvation, is a point of great im» 
portance to determine, and ought to be handled 
with great caution and fear, ſeeing in this ſtate the 
beſt are ſubject to much ſpiritual darknefs and 
' obſcurity, nevertheleſs it may be ſafely con- 
cluded, that as a man behold the goſpel fo is his 
faith. If he conceives of it as a neu lau, his 
faith is legal. If he regards Chriſt as the way to 
God fygr acceptance and ſalvation, only for thoſe 
who have rendered themſelves if not worthy yet 
meet to walk in this way, how doth it appear he 
hath a true confidence ? If he views God's ap- 
pointed way . only for ſuch who both are and know 
themſelves to be ſaints, and this hath ever been his 
apprehenſions, how is it manifeſt he hath believed 
on him that juſtifieth the ungodly ? And what ne- 
ceſſity can he ever have to believe in Chriſt for 
Juſtification ? For if conſcious he is a ſaint, he 
muſt know he is juſtified already; and if ignorant 
thereof he hath no warrant to believe for that pur- 
poſe. Although the diſciples. before Chriſt's 
. death believed in him alone for falvation, but were 
ignorant in what way it was to be effected; now 
the ſalvation is finiſhed doth it*not become abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to be informed both of the na- 
ture thereof, and who the . perſons are that are 
warranted to embrace it, in order that ve may 
Cc not : : 


1 


not build our ali but on truth ? Wet 5 | 
things therefote ought nom to or * 7 
following, viz. ; of, EM 52 "It; ; 


Firſt, Whether * Lord did n not 1 8 | 
primarily propoſe his own glory, viz. a ow 
lation of his infipite Jultice and mercy in the re | 
demption « of ſinners by Chriſt Jeſus. 
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Secondliy, If it be not his good brate hm 
true faith md en him. OSS ; 


Thirdly, 2 us ii 1 this an he ] 
done, if the goſpel call or. warrant be limited, 4 


"Firſt: Did not the Lord chieſly and primarily a 
propoſe his 0 own glory, viz. a revelation of his in- | 
finite juſtice and merey in the 1 am 160ed of Chriſt 4 
for ſinners A 2 


To deny hid ab did.is to panes hs ow 
"ſubjeR to the creature, and to think ofthe infinite A | 
Jehovah more unbecomingly than of one of our | 
- own ſpecies who is capable of the exerciſe of his ra- 
tional faculties: is not that man accounted the 
wiſeſt, who adapts his knowledge to the beſt ends? 
Wbo is there that undertakes any affair of im- 
portance without propoſing to himſelf an end 
worthy of ſuch an.enterprize ? Are/we tolerated 
to expect ſuch wiſdom from men, na is not every 
one tenacious of this charakter ? And ſhall we rob 
e | the 


ws 


a 0 of this eſſential attribute ?, Whatever | 


the infinite Jehovah 22 be infinite wiſdom; 
and what, more ſuitable to be propoſed. thereby, 


any greater than he? Are not all things created 


mag him, animate or inanimate, rational or irta- 
tional? We hear an inſpired writer cxy out, Pal | 


civ. a4. 0 Lord, how manifold are thy works! 


in wiſdam haſt thou made them all.. But how | 


— wiſdom is manifeſted the apoſtle; Paul de- 


than, Gilplay, af the divine perfections? Is there 


clares, Rom. i. 20. For the inviſible things of | 


him from the ereation of the world are clearly 
ſeen, being underſtood by the things that: are 
made; even his eternal power and Godhead, 


If the Lord intended a diſplay of his infinite 8 


goodneſs . Power in creation, ſhall we take 


from By J e in the further difeovery 


5 mercy 15 God n neyer could hate been manifeſted, 
were outs” to have remained for ever under the 
Power of law and juſtice. ; and juſtice, itlelf doth 
not b e 1 and. 55 but as) in 


Saane kak riches * his 1 grace,” : ' which 170 5 
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fion we may look on as s tantamount to the riches 
of his mercy, ſeeing the miſerable-are the objetts 5 
of this grace, He adds, Wherein he hath 9 
abounded towards us in all wiſdom and prudence,” | 
without doubt all that wifdom and prudence wor- 
thy of Jehovah ; which paſſage if compared with 
Rom. tit. 26. will appear plain and intelligible, 
« To declare I fay, at this time his righteouſneſs ; 
that he might be juſt, and the Juſtifiey of N 
; which helieveth i in Rr eee | 


Je 15 it not ah; 3 W Bo 
true faith ſhould honor the Lord as a God of infis "1 
nite juſtice and mercy in the RC ſinners 


by Ghrift ? Ee bf oops, Fre: dns Ba Boot rs 
7 0 4 % 1 
* 


That it is ; Rom. iii. 27. mate proves,” 

« Where i Is boaſting then? Tt i is excluded. By 
what law! ? Of works ? Nay : but by the law of 
faith.“ Dr. Gill on this laſt clauſe expounds as 
follows, VIZ. The word law here anſwers to 
the Hebrew word Torah, which ſignifies any 

40 dodtrine or inſtrudtion, and oftentimes the doc- 

g trine of the goſpel, as in Jana i ii. 3. and chap. 

4h xlii. 4- and here particularly the doarine of a 

wy ſinner's juſtificatian by faith in the righteouſneſs | 

« of Chriſt, according to which. doctrine the moſt . 
. unlikely perſons are Juſtified, even ungodly . 
5 5 perſons, the worlt and vileſt of ſinners ; and 


is . without any conſideration. of works, by 
( faith 
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faith only, which is freely given them, and by 
« faith in Chriſt's righteouſneſs only: ſo that 
4 there is not the leaſt room for boaſting i in the 
© creature, but all their boaſting is in Chriſt, 

«'who is made unto them righteoulBely, and by 
«- whom they are juſtified.” Compare this ſcrip- 
ture with Rom. iv. 20. to the cloſe, alſo with the 
1 Cor. i. 30, and 31. and it will appear that as the 
redemption of Chriſt was calculated to glorify God, 
and lay the creature in the duſt; ſo faith muſt re- 
ceive it, and ever harmonize with the goſpel in 
relation to acceptance, which faith is not a ſpeeu- 

lative principle only, but rather what it ſees 
clearly it embraces ftrongly ; both which peculiar 
properties thereof may be evinced' from Rom. x. 
8, 10. The yord is' nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart: that is the: word of faith 
which we preach,” Here the apoſtle calls thegoſpel | 
the word of faith, whereby the firſtproperty isobyi- 
ous, and' in the following words the latter is diſ- 
covered: For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteouſneſs.” Proceed ve no to ARR. next 
particulag. and i Inquire | e 


Thirdly, If the goſpel nt or warrant by limited, 
is it poſſible to honor God (as aforementioned) by 
believing ? viz. as a God 1 inan en, and 


merey. 


The call of the goſpel has been ready lows.” | 
to 


© as Jo. od 

the che call of God, and alſo that it. is an um. 
verſal, free, ungeſerved,,: merciful, and, righteous _ 
call. The redemption of Chriſt hath been.gvinced 
to; bezprimgrily intended far the manifeſtation of 
de barmony af the divine attzibutes of juſtice and 
mergy in the ſalvation of ſinners; that faith which 
embraces the redemption tends. to the ſame end. 
for whigh, ſo great: a work. was Compleated ;. ang 
finally: that, the; goſpel, through the Spirit, har 

duces an.effequal fach, If faith correſpond nt 

with. the objeAit.is ta embrce with relation tothe | 
grand end and deſign for which the latter was pror 
vided; via. the glory of God. it is beyond contra 
dition a, coprupt faith, not the confidence o.the 
Lord's le&1 which , confidence. the diving. Spirit 
is pleaſed, only. by; the, goſpeli 10 impam, therefoꝶę 
hg call theregf muſt he. as before defribed, vis 
an uniyerſal, free, undęſeryed, mereifyl, M 
f righteoy s call, etherwiſe it jg. nds , galgulgted 40 
ie a fanh. But on the conjrary. if! it he 
not univerſal,, it cannot. be free, 28 hath, been 
largely preyed v and if pot free, to ginge it un- 
deſerved and merciful will be exceeding. Aifficult, | 


unleſs the Lord' s ele people were manifeſted to 


be ſo either to themſelves er others" without” the 
goſpel, or before they” were called thereby: i 
their electiof' be not chus manifeſted, they ann 

believe as the chief of ſinners, but as contta-dif- 
foguſhed from hens eh goodneſs, which 1s 


# mw 6% 


Peculiar 
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Wy peculiar to them, of which they muſt be FIND 


ſcious, in onder to be authoriſed and warranted 
to believe. This at onoe overturns the whole 
goſpel ſyſtem, and renders the covenant of grace 
effefinal, in ronſequencę of ſome good thing the 
rreature performs'or that dwells in the. ele hypo- 
thetically circumfſtanited in oppoſition to: others; 
but by ſuch a faith how is the creature ſhewn to be 
entirely under the law of condemnation and to be 
wholly fleth ? How K he declared to be fuch a 
miſerable objeQ, chat infinite mercy | is glorified in 
his ſalvation ? By ſuch a ebnfidence how doth the 
exceetling riches of divine grace appear 7 Or how 
can the reſtitutle of the goſpel call be. evidenced, 
that calls on him as. the whief of finners, when 
there are millions worſe. than himſelf, in conſe- 
quence of the want of thoſe prerequiſites, which 
de enjoys? What did che x le intend in Gal. 
ni. 1. * O footifh Galatians, "who hath bewitched 
oa, that you mould not 'obey che truth, before 
whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evident Fet 
forth crucified among yon Doth. he not herein 
plainly ſignify that many are called by the outward 
call of che golpel, to whom it i is not made effeftual 
10 the Spirit ? If not, why « does he fay, chap. iv. 
1 a; afraid of vou, leſt I have beſtowed | 
upon you labor in vain.” But if the goſpel call 


' be to all, then they who believe and  embrace,the 7 ig 


mee whom it ſets forth, and all new covenant 
bleſſings 
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| bleſlings i in kink as condemned, perithing, help-. 

leſs, and miſerable creatures in themſelves, they 3 
do ſo to the glory of God's infinite juſtice and | 
holineſs, alſo to the honor of his unbounded love, 
grace and mercy, and thereby ſet to their ſeal that 
he is the God of truth and faithfulneſs, - Having 
treated already the goſpel meſſage 1 more atlarge, we 
will proceed! to the next general head, and inquire 


Fourthly, Whether the perceptive and fidueial 4 
# properties of faith be not one before the other i n a 
| Point of order, though not of time ? | "A | 


If not in point of order, howi is the goſpel reve- 
lation a means ? If theſe” properties are not 'the 
immediate effeft one of the other, how is the gof- 
12 revelation and aal an elfe qual means ? 23.4 


Firſt, If the perceptive and Bede properties 4 
of faith be not one before the other i in point of 
order, how i 1s the goſpel reyelation a means of | 
this grace? 7 „ Mol 


To perceive is an act of the underſtanding. — 
To truſt is'an aA of the will. To confide without 
perception either of the ſufficiency of the objet 
to preſerve us, or that it is lawful to truſt in it, is 
inconſiſtent with the very principles of a rational 
- foul. This is aſſerted againſt thoſe who would af- 
firm the will of man to be independent of his u . 


derſtanding. Experience evidences that the will 
- is 


c ar 4 
is. often very unduly and impropefly exerted/ yer 


will it not follow that ſuch an exertiom is hob the 
effect of choive.> | Though the yolitions: pac fortly 
by men im general-mayinet ariſe from ani.chaborats 
inquiry into the fule of their-:oondull; yet ure 
they the re ſult of theit: undeyſtundingo, ſpringing 
either from miſcondeption of doubtfulneſs, ep. 
cially when it happens much ttbadis ib required 
_ tiglithy 10 determine, per heverthichdfh they way! 
be faid:th originate fromm u ſuppoſe -dligidiliey of 
ons thing in preference to anerher. Wherefore 
by when n no obſerved concerning the peteep- 
tiom of men, is not intended that the M of rh 
will and every att of truſi are always dhe ruſun r 
tat perception which properly de fer des the ame; 

but fothe moſt Burt realer of that We is bur 
imaginary and deu ve yet to determine the mind 


ul muſt he either thb ane of dhe other; 6r where 


two propoſitions ard ſet before us tõ he tHe rale 
bf our chop, that which appeuts moft perſpices | 
| buvand profitable will produce'if.- No thaw wills 
any thing. without ſome concluſion in the under- 
ſanding either true or falſe; as theifoaree chereof, 
and certainly at tliat time under the notion of 
good, however evil it might afterwards be per- 
ceived to! he. Diſalow of this and what is the 
will of mend any more tlian a(blind'neveſity and 
inclination; no better than the mariner necdle 
ene the: northern' en projected 
| Dd: —ͤ 


L. 1 Þ 
into the air ceniiing to the centre bf cog a 
If chis be the caſe with reſpe& to the human will, = 
who. does not fee that where confidence is exerte(- nd 
it muſt ariſe:from.a perſuaſion or-conc}ufionpre-! | 
vious to it! A man” truſts, not his ſubſtance into 
the hands of another, without being perſuaded | 
chat he is a man both of wealth and probity wit 
whom he leaves it. Who puts his life into the, | 
hands of ;a phyſician, unleſs. he be perſuaded x 
his ſkill-and honor ? If this be the caſein temporals 
certainly it is or ought to be much more ſoꝭ in ſpi- 
rituals. What gives occaſion to the variaus reli- 
gions in the world? Do they not all originate 
from the different concluſions among men with , 
man ſuppoſes that what he copfides in, is not only |} 


2 proper objett, but that it is free for him to truſt 


therein, for that end he propoſes to himſelf : deny 


the latter and what avails the former? Is a perſnn 
in famiſhing circumſtances | benefited by. the moſt | ; f 
ſumptuous. entertainment, if he be not permitted 0 | I 
to partake thereof? Or a man condemned; with ' ? 


others to die profited by a royal grant of pardon, 
if he be not included in it? Certainly not. — 
Therefore it is concluſive that the perceptivg 


property of faith, through the goſpel revelation 1 i 


and call, muſt be prior in point of order to the 
truſt or confidence of faith. However let us con- 
ider what ROY: the deere afford for ſuch 


a a concluſion. 


a, conclaſion. - The firſt paſſage - appoſite is our 
Lord's own declaration, John - xyii., g. And 
this, is-life eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt vhom thou haſt 
ſent.” Again. Our Lord's petition, verſe 17. 
« Sant̃tify them through thy truth: . thy word is 
truth.“ Which word we may well ſuppoſe intends 
the word of the goſpel. But it may be aſked, 
may not this knowledge be unattended with that 
truſt and confidence which denominates a man a 
true believer Certainly it cannot; for the know- 
ledge here mentioned is the effeQual teaching. of 
the divine Spirit through the word, or goſpel re- 
velation or call, brought home to the underſtand - 
ing mentioned by St. Paul, 2 Cor. iv. g, 4, 6, 6. 
wherein he affirms that they who are never ac- 
quainted there with muſt unavoidably periſn, and 
on the contrary they into whoſe hearts it hath 
8 ſhined. muſt certainly be in a ſtate of ſalvation.— 
But if our goſpel be hid, it is hid to them that 

are loſt: in whom the God of this world hath 

blinded the mings of them vhich believe not, leſt 
the light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt, who. is 
the image of God, ſhould ſhine unto them. For 
we preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the 

Lord, and ourſelves your fervants for Jeſus' ſake. 
For Cod who commanded the light to ſhine out of 
darkneſs, hath ſhined in our hearts, to give the 
aur of the knowledge of the slory of God, in 
| 'Dde | the 


A t 1 


the ce ef Jeſus Chrit." | As The C s 
| ap6ſtte here cite denote a ſpecial acquaintanee +4 
with the goſpel, they muſt alſo mens the unis | 
verſa} and gracious call ' thereof ;” otherwiſe it 
wouldinever' have ſhined inte their hearts, for te 
glory of God is as much diſplayed i in communicut- TY 
ing Bofpel grace as in previding it. If not ſo it 
would be difficult to uff g a reaſon why this great | 
apoſtle of the Gentiles ſhould be ſo zealous a; ainſt 
thofe who pervert the goſpel of Chriſt, as appears 8 
by Gal. i. 6. to the 11th'verſe, alſo chap. ii. 13. 


ts the cloſe; ' How is it made evident that we are 


raught of the Spirit through the gofpel, if we have | 


no warrant to embrace it for: ourſelves, ” nay* if we _ 


be notdivinely inſtructed and perſuaded that it is 
| provided for ſinners, and that therefore as fuch we 
are not only permitted but commanded to trut 
therein for our own ſalvation? This W the 1 
fame apoſtle inculeates, Nom. iit, 29. bre 5 f 
we cotielude that & man 183 3 uftifled by fa 1 e 7 J 
the deeds of the law.“ ' Alfo Tim. i. 15; 16. This 
is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, + N 


that Ohrift Jeſus came into the world to fave fin- : ; 


ners, of whom I am chief. Howbeit, for this 1 
cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me firſt ** 

Chriſt might ſhew forth all long - fuffering, for a 
pattern to them which ſhould hereafter belicve' an 5 
him to life everlaſting.“ From all which it ap⸗ 


bw that both the goſpel andthe calt thereof muſt 
Abs 


„ 
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be perceived by the power of the divine Spirit in 


the heart; ere there can . eure truſt and _ 
Ges therein. 8 eee 


f 


© Sqcondly,. 11 as — of faith 5 not 3 


 mtely ſuccesd the fight thereof, how is 1 : 


| W 8 and call an cada means? 


Din we ſuppoſe theſe a are poſſibly to be divided 
fo as that it might warrantably be affirmed, that 
he who is taught by the Spirit of the Lord through 


the goſpel, in an eſpecial and ſaving manner, hath. 
no truſt therein ? His being ſo enlightened by the 


= ſcriptures of truth evinces that he is paſſed from 
death unto life, yet if he hath no affiance and ſpe- 


cial confidence, the ſame divine oracles pronounce 


him under condemnation.” That the goſpel muſt 
ſhine into the heart « ere it be properly enlightened, 


and when it ſo doth that there ſalvation is begun, 
| hath been proved already ; ; but if this light do not 
7 immediately beget a ſpecial reliance, dependence, | 
truſt and confidence, how doth it appear that the 


man's ſtate is altered ? Is he not ſtill under the 
lav, under the wrath and difpleaſure of Gad ? 
Need he | not ſome other inſtrument or means, 
whereby he may become the ſubjeQ'of this'truſt ? 
For if it he allowed he: is ſpecially illuminated, 


and yet without this eſſential p property of true 


faith, by what \ way fhalt he ever attain it, ſeeing 


the goſpet can do n more for him? But if the 
25 mw 
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apoſtle affirm; that it is the power of God ann 


vation, Rom. i, 16. it. is then evident that, the fi du- 


cial immediately ſucceeds the perceptive; property 


of this grace, agreeable to the Pſalmiſt's words. s [ 


Pfal. is. 10. And they that-know thy name will put their © 
truſt in thee. As alſo to what our Lord ſays, N 
vi. 45. Every man therefore "that hath heard and 


learned of the Father, cometh unto me. Therefore 


he that ſenſible of his miſery and danger i in a legal 
ſtate, hath a diſcovery by the Spirit through the 


11 


word of truth of the perfon, atonement, and risk. 


teouſyels of Chriſt, as the. only. foundation of ac- 


e with an 27 . 2 wk. and 1. 


A 
31 4' 3 * 


to come e unto him i in n this 1 way, Rk that, he "bath. 
promiſed pardon, grace, and glory through it; 
that ſoul no more nor even ſo much heſſtates 
as not in reality to come, t than one who is drown- 
ing deliberates whether. he mall accept of that of- 


fered deliverance which he knows is ſufficient | to 


ſave him from periſhing. Our next Inquiry is 


Fifthly, Whether true love be not theimmetil 


ate fruit and effect of Chriſt perceived and em- 
braced by faith : godly forrow and-true: repenta 


ance the inſtantaneous production of e. 


1 


An author of no \ ſmall repute . himſelf 
on this ſubje&. in ſuch Janguage. as few real. chil- 


dren 1 


; t 
hs} N 
5 


HO 
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dren of God can underſtand or comprehend. lee) 


His vords are av follow! t—<* Some ſay, that it is | 


4 impoſſible;for any man to have any love to God, 
or any other being, but that love to himſelf 
« muſt be the foundation of it. They argue, that 
% hoever loves God and fo deſires his glory or 
* the enjoyment of him, deſires theſe things as 
«+ his on 'bappineſs'; and ſo they ſay it is from 
« ſelf love, or a deſire of his on happineſs; that 
« he defires God ſhould be: glorified; and deſires 
eek to enjoy his glorious 'perfeQions.” Here we 


| may obſerve; that before faith takes place in che 


| heart; tis impollible that love can riſe higher in 
its aim in aby breaſt, than what hath no been no- 
ticed by 'this author as the ſentiment of others ; 


on the contrary, to ſuppoſe that a more exalted 


kind of love to God, and Jeſus Chriſt, ſprings 
from a view of © the divine excellency and glory, 
2 both of one and the other; and of the word, 
e the works, and ways of God, &c.“ to the pre- 
eluſion of « any ſuppoſed intereſt, that he the 
ſubje& of ſuch a view, ſhall receive from them,” 
is to ſeparate the confidential property of faith 
from its perceptive, and to ſubſtitute a ſuppoſed 
ſuper-eminent love, as the ground of faith's' affi- 
ance, inſtead-'of. the univerſal, free, and unde- 


ſerved call of the goſpel; which call being alſo 


_ eſſential to a ſaving perception, the whole is anni- 
hilated both faith and love alſo, and a contempla- 


A | 0 tion 
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tion of the divine excellence is placed in its room,, 


+ wiſe than chat. the firſt foundation of a true love 
to Cod, is that whereby he i in himſelf lovely- 


founded fisſt on its profitableneſs to them, theis 
dhat the Lord may, yen muſt he viewed as an ob J 
je& of love, ere he be viewed as an object of 


ihren, ye alſo are become dead to the la by be 
body of Chriſt, that ye ſhould be married to ano» = 


which will never beget that loye; which dhe auer! 
afſerts ariſes ſolely therefrom. 


Ads xv. 9. U Tim. oF 5. Heb. ix. 14. Sal. th 21 27 
He till adds, It is unreaſonable to. think other- 


or that ſapreme loyeliteſs of his nature. Thie 
is certainly what makes him chieffy aiable.— 


God's dature is inbnitely eneellent, yed it is in- 


finite beauty, brighineſs, and glory; itſelf: But 
„% how can chat be true love of this excellent na- | 
« ture, which. is not built on the foundation af ity ; 
true lovelineſs ) They whole.affeftionto-God is 


t affettion hegins at the vrang end. they! regard 
Gochonly for the utmoſt limit of the ſtream of | 
++ divine good where it. touches them and reaches _ | 
+. their intereſt This paſſage feems to inculcats 


truſt. What ſaith! the wor&;of God .gengeming | 3 
this matter, Nom. vii. 4, 6. Wherefore my bre: 


ther,” to what burnefel That we ſhould bring 
forth fruit unto God.“ „What fruit? Doubtleſs the 
fruit of love. If the option: had placed love 

5 where 


<a 3 


For proof of hi 2 
conelufion; conſult. Jom vi. 65. Rom xiv. ag. 


L* 


where the apadlle doth, he certainly mt 
| heey more intelligible, and perhaps more profit» - 
able Agip, verſe 6. But now we are deljr 
vered from the Jaw." How 7 Was the apottle delir 
yered only from his miſtaken ſpeculations, which 
he had changed for moxe exalted ones ? Or W 
a real deliverance by an ingrafture into Chriſt | 
4kxough the goſpel by zhe Spirit? © That being 
Head wherein ye were held, that ye ſhould ſerve 
in newneſs of Spirit, and nat in the oldneſs of the 
letter: that is, From new principles and mo- 
_ * tives, and to new ends, with all freedom and 
delight in apr ſouls, as thoſe that are renewed 
5 in dhe ſpirit gf gur minds, and in à new life | 
8 e and ganverſation, all ſpiritual, holy, and hea- 
* venly, by the aſſiſtagee of the Spirit of God.” 
| {8% Br. Guyſe on the place.) Here it appears 
dove takes its proper Ration ; but when it E 
i ſuperiority which becomes it nat, an enemy 
more dangerous canngt be found, as the apoſtle 
wery ſuitably gbſeryes, Gal. v. 4. Chriſt i is become g 
none offe# unto you, rhoſocuer of you are juſtified by lle 
dau, ye are fallen from grace, Inſtead therefore of 
Joying the-Lard to truſt in him, let us bebold him 
not only in the goſpel as a Savior, but in the free 
publication af the goſpel ſer forth for our ſalva- 
vation, which if ſo beheld what ęffect thereof will 
immediately be, let an inſpired writer teſtify. 2 
Cor. iii. 18. % But we all with gpen face, behold- . 
E e „ 
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ing as in a glaſithe glory of the Lordi are thi 


into the fame image, from glory to glory, 4. 
2 by the Spirit of the Lord.” This divine teſti- 


mony plainly evinces the truth of our - ptopolition, | 
viz.” that true Jove is the immediate fruit and ef. 


fect of Chriſt perceived and embraced by faith — 
| This i is a maxim certain and evident, how other. 
iſe can the ſcriptures be reconciled ? John our 
Lord's forerunner acquaints us, John ini. 36. He 


that bekevet on the Son of God, hath everlaſting life. — 


Compare this with what Paul denounces, 1 Cor. 
Xvi. 22. If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chrift, let 
him be anathema, maranatia-. W hence it appears, 
that if a man could be conſidered at any time as 

the ſubject of true and goſpel faith, and yet not 


of love, that perſon would at the ſame inſtant be 


the ſubjett of a bleſſed and a curſed ſtate. Where- 


fore as the word of God is true, and the ſerip- 


tures cannot be broken, love to God and Chriſt 


muſt be the immediate fruit and effect of faith, and 
not prior to or ſimply a concomitant of it. With 
relation to the additional teſtimonies of a gracious | 


"ſtate, viz. godly ſorrow and repentance,"what can 
be faid of them but that they ſpring inſtantaneouſly ' 
from a genuine love p. It is not poſſible to con- 
ceive of them otherwiſe, If we have no love to 


God, we cannot grieve. that we have offended 


him, and true grief has no exiſtence where there is 
| no 'defire of amendment. A nedneſs of life will. 


no gee 1” 


be — the immediate effedt of dil bre 
6. Faith cherefbre ab before deſcribed With | 
boveil gadiy ſorrow; and.vepentance, not us links 
üncannetted, but as ta golden chain, immediately 

exiſt together j by the goſpel, through the Spirit; | 
which might. be noticed concerning alli other 
gracts did the ſubjett i oall: for it. But to ſhew 
mis dſentiment is not ſingular, let us reſlect what 
vere the vie us of our Engliſh reformers and mar- 
tyrs on this head. Article the 1th of the Church 
of -Eogland; . Albeit thai good works, which are 
the fruits: of faith andifollow after juſtification; 
cannot put away ouri ſins and endure the ſeve - 
„ rity of God's judgment; yet are they pleaſing 
f and acceptable to-God:in:Chriſt,.-and do-ſpring 
out neceffarily of a true and lively faith, inſo- 
66, 4 mig that by them a lively faith may be evi- 
«+ dently. known, as a tree diſcerned by the fruit.“ 
What therefore now remains is to notice, that we | 
n not to apprehend that: when the divine Spirit 
mines inte our hearts by his goſpel that our wills 
are moved to embrace the ſalvation diſplayed; to 
love the. Bord in ſincerity, or that we are the ſub- 
 jeQsof gadly ſorrow and repentance independent 

of him; no, but that this is the manner of his di- 
vine operations on the ſouls of his people, 10 
comprehend the nature of which is far beyond the 
line: of our ſcanty conception. It rather concerns 


us to. ee a daily increaſe of his almighty 8 
1 e 2 e 


bd 


” T4 1210 7 
and efhtaciou trace, fo his gloty . 


wil proſperity What things have been Sbſerveck | 


in the aforegoing inquiry, the motive fot do doing 34 
ners; ini. n to 5 + Phertfbts | 
here ſpecial faith and-other;ighaces have en 
treated; their order. arid manner of operation.havy 
been prineipaliy regarded they xhemfelves: not | 


confidered:as evidenced by the nawural ations of = 


their ſubject, whether internal or 'externial, but 
rather ac&bording to theiriptoper nature indepen! | 
dent of the clog of a ſinful: and corrupt; principle; 4:4 
Wherefore ſecing every fubjef of ſpecial grace ii 
this prefent world is; and will reinnin tu be it | 
the diſſolution of the union of ſoul aint body, 1 2 
ſubjett of the body of In and death aſo; there: 
fore the thoughts, conbeptions, inelinationt, aims, , 


affections, words and aſtions of ſuch'thraſt:gevellk£ f 


rily be the produſt mot of grace only, but alſo dt [ 
corruption; which grand principles in every n,, 
as they are diametrically oppoſite in their nature, 
ſo are they ever militating againſt and ſeriving Wx 
each. other for the maſtery and dominion: the 1 
former by the divint Spirit maintained, increaſed, ö 
and at laft perfected in its operations. and inſſu-. 
enced through the truth, by or in the way of all 

God's appointed means, as hearing and rending 
the word, ann ad ren chriſtian fellow- | 


LT 


7 ſkip arid onſerence- and the like ;//and the over 
extited. arid ſtirred up by ſatan's temptattto 


 alluremenits-and mienaces: of. the world * 1 


eile tw whlah the Lord's pebple ire Iubjbet in ahis 
proſehiitate;' Therefore” 7 01 (toit 1 1. 0452 
* fy 0:73 NIC 2411 18 9y Aa 141-45 ke 
i Sinh and, laſtly, Let vs examine, whether, 
eyery ſuhject, of true grace is aſſured of the res 
ace rom 8, ſlate of nale. 

ii or daughter” er Adem becothes 
aan Reh werty # trophy of almignty power 


aud 2668445, And remains nö longet” untlef the 
@binini6H or Tin; ſatan,” or the Wold,” füch per- 


tos erfot be Eee med dut itf à Veſſel ſtate. 
Neb» far bre ey themfelvesTtoth Tack! 
2'66hEUUNGH in ther bh Favor that ft Frequently 


Hen of wrath, than they were ere they thought 


en dhe Lencetbs bf their" fol.“ This ahWatrants 
Able ſuppbfrion may art Froth the” very übep 


vet, e egg eorrictzon, chat ey hahe Hoch 00 
All are che ſübfette of, aggfavated not à Write by 


ſatan, no ende avorg t Rich 4 fekon if pöſftble 
16 Arbe chern into total ad abfoltlte teſpair of 
Ulvinemeley Wk order to obtain his ehd he ex- 
tte and Itirs up as much as he can, both the Teff 

_ FighteotHols and utibelief of the heart, which now 
vo in wUferent manner chan Keretofore. For 


whereas 


bappehs they judge theinfelves tefi- fold more the 


the vice: epetuon and inceffant allaulrs of 


K 


ſome falſe foundation laid: ds the groitidief.conks 


L % 7 
 whereasthe lunch! was thenbutterly didtardet ant; 


dence mob Chriſtlas the only, hope of ſinners! l 

 diſfovered; hich: thedbyl breathed;afuddongat üf = 
ter, in oppoſition to CHIN | 
which, it feels, yet at the ſame ng the man rec 
Kons his pPEaMMfngs f nd mich HAV a | 
ſenfe of Hb oi Vilenels An' the nn 
feels and ea DT TOTO TT 
is apt t charge op himſelf, unbeligylhpongut- 
fer him gmipfer:that bf q in a tae of dying gf 
Wh he js pap. eee ſilencing, bisprayess and 

crigs to the jLord fon acceptance, und, far fem 


token, o of hip qpęcial ige and męrcyſ hg he 


Lord Jeſus,Chriſt hach boch dope and Guffered js 
Q great myſtery, of grage without; ſo; arne 
rations.of the divine. Spirit,: . 
Alte Ry cencus within Gods yeaples Wharalars 
to deſtrjbe the ſmalleſt; degree; pf 4rue- grace, as 
alſo to point. out to hat ſentghs a trugdaint may 
backſlide, are both beyond the ſcope e 
nderſtanding, Howevyex,in anſwer tq;our, preſent 
inquiry, let it be obſeryef that the firſt views, of the 
ſoul that are of a ſaying nature are not of/ obje gs 
within, but without it, and, theſe the: man may 
then ſee ſo dimly, that though he. NG 
and perogives them, and is a, ſubje ct. fa gracious 
change in conſequence- thereof, yet ,thrgugh the 


mighty power. of unbelief, -heart.corruption, and 
_ ſatan's 


(WW 1. 

Akute u Gerad; he my be far Ruth enjoying | 
. any aſſuiranee that he is a true heliever:” He is 
| truly taught mat Chriſt is the only way to the 
Father, and that it is his will, ſinners, | yea the 
chief öf ſinners, ' ſhould" come unto him by this 
Way, yet will the legalit) and unbellef of his 
heart, backed by the temptations of ſatan, and 
corrupt doctrine of men, make a very ſtrong op- 
poſition to it, and endeavor to turn him from the 
truth if poſſible. Wherefore the grace of faith in 
its beginning, by our reformers from Popery, was 
uſually compared to a grain of muſtard ſeed, by 
others it hath been likened to a ſpark in the 
mighty ocean, as alſo to a grain of pure gold 
mixed with much rubbiſh, likewiſe to a live coal 
covered with aſhes; all which ſimilitudes may with, 
propriety be granted, ſeeing the ſcriptures likens 
it to the fmoking flax and bruiſed reed, Jian xlii. 
3. 4 bruiſed reed ſhall he not break, and the ſmoking 
aan ſhall he not guench: le fhall bring forth judgment 
unto truln. Hence it is concluſive that they who 
are effectually called by the grace and Spirit of 
| God, may not perceive when the happy change 
took place. No wonder that this is the caſe with 
tte Lord's people in general, if we conſider that 
it happens frequently, when they are firſt ſpiri- 
tually illuminated, that not only this ſpiritual illu- 
mination hath much natural darkneſs to contend 
vu but the mind allo uninformed in a doArinal 
manner, 


CF. 5 : 1 
manner, add js and what is nog de rh of „ 4 
perience. They feel zheraſelvas the ſubjefts. al 


much inward contention, - inclined o oppolts_ _ So 


objefts ; and though they may pant for Gag, like | 


David, yet that mighty working ef £orguptien, 80 


and the bojſteroys winds. af temptation, - which | 
| ed cannot but be cenſcious of, will not per- 
mit them to draw any concluſion in their. own. * 
. being unapprized that there may be 
à true perception of and uuſt in the mediator of 
the covenant, and the mercy and grace iof Go 
through that divine changel, botwichſtanding ſo 
much ignorance, unbelief, fiſtniſt, flaviſh fear, | 
| miſgivings, corrupt inclivations, horrid ihaugbs. 
and ,many.,pther evils, that they ſenſibly feel 
within them. True beyond doubt it is that they 
who are born, of God are the ſukjeQts of wery ap- 
Poſite principles, which operate in every power 
and faculty of the ſoul,” and mix themſelves ref. 4 


pectively in every ad, whether Inward or Qut- |. LH 


ward. Is there ſpiritual light in the underſtand. 
ing ? There is alſo much ſpiritual Adeline 


Dath the eye of faith perceive Chriſt abr Rs J 


pel? What unbelief militates againſt it! Noth the 1 
dJoul i in ſame meaſure diſcezn the path gf duty . bs L 
On the contrary what darkneſs is there £@ncern-  ] 


ing it! Is an evangelical confidence manifeliad 0 Y 
be of the utmoſt importance? What | reaſonings 

en it, Aren the ous! gbſcurity of the mind! 
Yea 


<<F# x 
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dt 
Nes what ſears of delufon.!. It appeary to the, nas 
Wen le, if tque faith. were, but alangx / and 
if the, confidence pf. the goſpel were hut a,yain 
n This fear and gueſtioning appears, moR aps” 
60: natural, cgglgience, which, is;a ex. 
eee faith and truſt in. Jeſus. The, judir 
ciops Dr. Goadwjn, conſiders. it. as the greateſt imt 
pediment to the opęratigns of this grace: it knows 
nothing of ſalvation by: another. It will acknows 
ledge-np; ſovercign-but the lay of of God, therefore 
is it coptinually refuſing to liſten to the cheering de- 
clarations qf the goſpel. If. then we would believe, 
ve need, ſtop both our ears to its clamgurs, and 
' potwithſtanding all its objettions fly.to Jeſus, , Tis 
from this quarter that the ſuppoſition, of merit and 
pxexequiſites ariſe. It gannot tell, how. to be paci- 
fed wighout ſome, perſonal conformity to the, law 
2 Cod, and as ĩt is diffatisfied wi ithout ſome inhe- 
It rightequſnels and outward obedience, ſo is 
3 des copdemning the ſoul on account of in- 
2 en and external diſobedience, not- 
— vithſſandiog! che complezencſs. of, Jelus, as the 
. end, of the law for, ri righteouſneſs. Though dark- | 
— els thus, prevails; in the; conſcience reſpecting 
juſtification and acceptance, is there not alſo 
much blindneſs and. ſtupidity in it, as a. director 
and guide into the path of God's commandments, 
which every believer ought to walk in out of love 
to 185 for juſtifying grace and mercy ? It is apt 
Y d 


Se p 
/ 


t 4 


diag to condemn for fin, but it very aF 
mm preſerving from it, eſpecially in times of tcm. 
_ thin! * It wilt require with much peremptorineſs 
dbedicnceinalegal, thro'rhoprincipſeofcorruption 
ſiftremainirig, is very faint in its detnandu s ereof it 
am evanzelicat way. Prom aft which wha doth net 

. though'a perfor by the Spirit may delieve | 
; With that faith, which in its nature is fictueial and 


 affilling yet he may be far from an affurance'that | 
heisa deliever and a ſuhject of the ſpecial grace ot ö 
God. To this faculty let us add the meimory.— 
IS this property of the humatl fort in them who. 
are calleck the ſeat alone of thoſe things which are 
evangelical and ſpiritual? Doch u yt retam 
urmoleſted the doctrines, promiſes, and rec“ 
tiom of the gofpet? Is it always a faithfat remem- 
brancer ? Or iv it not apt to turn out of door the 
moſthonorablegneſts; forthe admiſfion ofrebelvand” | 
traitors? Surely, that man who knoweth but Iitlle - | 
of his oven heart, will at times find that inftead o | 
conſidering the nature of grace and faith, ag A 20 
feſted in the gofpel, and comparing hbimſelkthere- 4 
with; that he hath enotigh to do to'kedp out PL 
his memory the abominable;' torrid, vain”? If 
| and impertinent thoughts, which, like the men 74 
Sodom at Lot's door, would be attempti ng to N 
Poſſeſmon : and or the contrary, that + r 
the whnioſt  Gligence and 1 to „retüin e 
fs +36 - $209 IS 48 | leaſt 


42 * 


| text imprfions which naſe ſpite. 


oſ evidence, 3s, it, is in relation to chat of cynſi- 
dence, viz. chat only in is light gan, we (ae-light. 


| not the Lord to appear, nat .only., tor the 
foul ee uk. after grace received, it could. de 


nothing. As it is only by che Jight and power of 


tthe Lord's people firſt believe, evenſoby 
his agency alone can they know and copchade they 
_ are;believers.; for it is as, true reſpeRing the faigh 


But for # further confirmatian of this point let us 


Ao, examine into che imagination. «Were. this - 


Hb the.guieycnrn whih tha ah 


faculty haly.,. heavenly, Spiritual, and iapable 
of being polluted, then might che ing of 
faith be ſelf evident to tbe ſubjeQ thereas. But 
36:98, long 
| in the ſchool of Chriſt, ? Do. they not 


_ find, ſuch 4 multizade of. finfyl Mess and images 


up. in their minds, that if thay, were to gain 


88 for thinking à good  ghought,,abey; can- 


ot che expulſion of theſe ef 


Mag f And bow enſnaring theſe, are the rene wal 


ul gan. very. well declare, even, io bis great grief 


PBs e eee in- 
: the. believer 


be he well: knoges that. af he regard 
mies, they will ſoon 
aptivate. bim and draw him, even inte praflical 
. tranſgreſſions ; not only ſo, hut his ſoul neceſſa- 
* at ſuch (ealons is engaged in prayer tp. be 
e Lord 


- 


\ 


tees der defwlahee from theſe" OY 
W HG otberoile can base have no thou ales f Got 4 
1 Chriſt! vr the things of Chiift. with"any theatres 
St Tatibfiddtioh,”" Surely, ils f is Hd“ finall Pättl f 
the pirittal Warfare! Lö it Hot he le helfense dg 
11 | Guo Wa ny a believef; thi a finfuf iden vill 
J do atther@ntolkis find, chat ir u ppeert 8 hm 
5 Wöir ik were ar inkibitant, andi itnpefhble tö bs 
1 hegte? And what are bis fears then, but it 
he is of the iiumber of thoſe," over Whorh fim hath 
5 dominion? At whfch feaſo to co 1 
believer appears to him both falſe and diſhbneſt. 
If he ebüffder the will, Mall ve bet bete alte 
Cauſe Sr Toplsint ah late ati FH inapt 
10 attempt, and how tardy in dpi thts 
hides ood E-WVHeh bn he cb neben oy 
it with uch viotence'*thst even the fegeiierared” 
+ Ferſon under temp. addons le frequently 155 
five he mall certainſy 50 N idwe. uß 
E wats too tedious to trade the countefs 
corru rruption \ throwgh' all the Affections, ann. 
/ Experience of its'too Weges Shes aleney; ; 7 
1 zeönn ected with the declaration of an inſpired ae? 
the touching” himfelf, evidently” prove it. , oY 
Lay he): Nom. Vir A8. I Lb that n (aan . 1 
"my fleſhy dwelleth nb Job thing. This may fi uffice, yet: 
1 1 - were we to extract from the ſacred word, it 8 5 
5 | there! leſt on record, touching the S ws 
| the ſeveral graces in the hearts of God's * 


Ea FR 
dere . 


„er ae en 18! courferated 57 


its comtenciug ebfrupridn 2! IP this be wel vaſe; n 

matrep ben kart iv/a" tracer io diba. truſy 
and proper ytõ determine our ſtate, whether we 

WW 46 the faith or not; büt more ſo Willzzt appear, 
- when we reſlect that it'is net only "necefley"'to . 
prove to ourfelves tax wepeſſeſs diſpotieneHmi- 
fit to the'gracksTEcorded in letrordob ber 
— not the{ſemblance'thereof but 
the true offering of ar utlkeignell faith even the 

faith of God's eléct, whit ings de eohiderad; ; 
with tfle utmeſt propfletyle therbs6 of alin Is 
our faith 'the®faith'df Socks pebple Our love; 
Joy; peace, long ſuffering; und evetyother grace 
muſt be ſueh as are peeuhar to them; but if tbe 
former be falſe; the latter inuſt be ſo like wife. - 
What our Lord ſaid in another caſe may be fitly 
applied to the matter in hand! Matt. vii. 161 Bo 


vn gather grußes f thivns\"or figs f thifiles ? For 
_ where true faith is not / bui only the appear- 
4 at ebFit/there the othepgraces are not in feality. | | 
tus ber true, no wonder there may be a very 
brilliant profeſſion in religion, much zel and 
boldneſs/ and apparently Whatever may adorn the 
| 5 * briſttan character, and dyet all he ſhew and not 
ſubſtande: that this hath- been, and till} is che þ 
5 unkappy eireumſtance of ſeme, the truly chriſtian 
world univerſally: acknowledge.” May the Lord 
oy IR W merey * us from a miſtake of 
| == 


n 


** this fart, and fufr not an ee 0 2 41] 
ſnare and fatally to enthrall us, hut open 2 
oſ our underſtanding, and lead us from the coun 2 
terfeit of religion to he experience of its reality ! | 
From y hat bath been obſeryed. it appears very 
. improbable chat there.areito be found evhEn 1 
Socks people, who were.conſcious they truly be- 
| keved.;when they firſt looked 10 Chriſt, yet, the 
Lord's dealings in a way of manifeſtation and one 
font with hispeoplearevarious. Som 
time in ſorro and trouble, while orhers are oon 
brought to an happy information that the Lord is 
thein God; That thiv;may: be and is. the; caſe i is 
plain from various parts of ſatred writ, viz, Ephe/. 
i. 13˙ An whom ye ;alſe truſted ; after; that ; e 
ks heard the ward of truth, the goſpel of your Jalvaer . 
won: in whom after yebelieved' ye were bed | 
wich that holy Spirit of promiſe.” And Romy. 


47 Ts; 


* 


ab, 2. er benaſen anni e Ae = ; 


| By 1 3 we, have Was + Fn faich. into 
grace wherein ye ſtand, and rejoice in | 
| wee glory of God. Thaſe ſcrjptures;wilh WED 4 
J evidence the. caſe. gf the laiter. But that .mannyy 1 
] are n in akne wich reſpeR to their. 3 | 
forth i in the feaiprurafeſtowing; dich 10. : 970 | * 2 8 

* is among you that feateth the Lord, that obs 


ce voice of dis ſervant, bat,welkemm in- Gab. 


TELL 


<2 | and hath ne light Loet him truſt in TP name 
r che Tord, and ftay upon his God.“ What 
18 remafns is; that” as profeffing chriſtians 
are very apt to build their faith and confidence on 
their paſtor preſent frames, and to apply Chriſt 
- and all his promiſes, by virtue of 4 fuppoſed in- 
tereſt in him ; it becomes highly neceſfary that 
they who do fo, be well aſſured that their frames 
be true and genuine, and that their intereſt. in 
Cpbriſt is more than imaginary. That a miſtake 
bkerein is poſſible; fee Mr. "Edwards's Treatiſe on 
Religious Axffections, and yon will find in that 
work he would prove that natural joyous frames, N 
as well as feemingly gracious affections, may be 
| miſtaken for the real tokens of ſpecial grace and 
fror; when in'trith they are but counterfeit. Tf 
therefore we ſhould make the counterfeit our only 


5 - warrant forbeheving i in the goſpel and goſpel} pro- 


mies, whether this may not be dangerous, let the 
"i impartial judge; but allowing we a are the ſabjeQts 

ol the ſpecial and genuine operations of the divine 
Spirit, even by making thefe füch we certainly 


bonor the Lord's bleffings above” himfelf, ind 


mate His gifts the foundation of our confidence, 
e rather thi kan his truth and faithfulneſs in the 'gof- 


ODE frames being fleeting, oy are not fo. 


„„ 


firer varrant and: firmer etitbutagenicnt to 1 : 
all our ropes ar Gaations on. Chriſt, # "the 
„ = - | end | 


o 


1 hy g 1 * » N > 
9 44 . „ pts my Wy " 44.9 "5 © | 
* ; 5 K e f n 
* f 5 3 « 
, \ a 4 1 £ 5 22 oy + "* Fa A 
LS 2 2 N n 5 * {SEEM 
- 7 53 4 — 177 , A 

* 5 # N . 4 : , a>, 2 26. 

z 3 4 0 a” 

* 4 ” 2 : 4 — 3 by 

> i 4 Ie. 8 3 
, a 1 "SIT" ; 22 

« L * * - 4 - . De % <3 

< 7 x ; N r 
p : 5 1844 7 5 1 n 
2 : PY — — A * ith 
1 n 94 * + + YA * a 
= 9 * 8 . .. Pe It, 5 
! 7 4 * J I 6 Res Ih 4 328 ; AD 
1 j * 9 7 Þ Is FEE er « KI 
— 2. x 15 10 e ; . 
* 5.5 e L 
1 e by 
þ l n 
* 1 
4 
” 


' , 5 WET p 
4 8 - > * 
— dans te Ma oe oat 0 HH * 0. 7 Me red 2 
„ 7 _ 1 5 8 5 8 . 1 
e - ” . [ 
. . . : ” x" 


ES Ons I Boner of divine ruhe It mn ach be A * 
dee graess ofthe Spirit in heir, operations and $ 5 
hf ſefts, alſo, dhe: various: ſpecial cxpeaieneeagf he 
„ieee favors manifeſted to1the; e 
1 to beg treated with , indifference an« 0 ne t be b 
Fg 1 ſhould by every means of the Lord 2 appointment, © 5 
ether, by prayer, aneditation,, examipation, . 
1 ; ere e hearing © or ending ah rd 
1 of God, be kept if poſſible. in lively, and, thankful | 
Ks remembrance, 1 as the ee, 
5 the. heavenly inheritance ; al ſo, as certain and in- 
dubitable evid nces that . thall, be, part aKers : 
© _ thereof, yet ih our hope. for future grace in time, 


/ 


"7 — * — 


3 od at laſt glory in eternity, bes only No dan, © 
= ſo that, when the. evidence th thereof; is Flear * 


3 bright, we centre in it ag ou 3 reien, 
1 0 and when hidden, and. obſcu red are 38. thoſe who ' | 
Me wa are without hope, we without ,queltion ity 
0 3 very: great error; Qught: we, not rather 10 
n judge 18, Qur, beſt, ſeaſon, that bat; we, have, ge- 
ceived is all the effect of free 5 favor 
| throu zh. Chriſt alone, that it is vaſtly: ſnort . % 


* 


Fa ON 
8 


Ke 8 
8 8 


2 
= . 


=_ what i is our privilege to enjoy, and what other 2 
A ſaints have experienced, that notwithſtandi ng: ve H | 
br are the ſubjefts of ſuch; rich grace, yet 1 
| the indwelling of the old man and his ppera rations, 
VN 3 our, aQtions whether,of mind or body, Are ll 
7 * Gioful i , iy the eye of | 4 ; 
ö 


£ n 
25 . x 
+ "AY" N 5 
— 
£85 
* 


n wut be our oy plea. er all future 
nts of new covenant blefings, whether 
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